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E LY S D O L A N

BOOK 2
FEBRUARY
2023

REX:
Dinosaur in Disguise

The first book in a fantastically funny
series from a Lollies Prize winner, with
stylish two-colour illustrations

Rex rules the prehistoric world, until a pesky ice age comes along and he finds
himself frozen solid in a glacier. When he wakes up 65 million years later, things
have changed – and to survive in the human world, he’ll need a good disguise,
the help of some other undercover creatures and ... a job! Elys Dolan, creator
of the internationally bestselling picture book Mr Bunny’s Chocolate Factory, has
author-illustrated the first in an exciting new series, perfect for fans of Alex T.
Smith’s Mr Penguin.
192 pages • April 2022 • World rights available • Walker Books

CYNTHIA LORD
Book Buddies: Ivy Lost and Found

BOOK 2
SPRING
2022

illustrated by Stephanie Graegin

A lonely doll helps a child adjust to a blended family in the first of a charming series about library
toys and the children who borrow them, written by a Newbery Honoree
Ivy the doll is the newest Book Buddy – toys that can be checked out just like books – at Anne’s
library. But Ivy isn’t sure she wants to be borrowed. She’d rather go back to when Anne was a
little girl and Ivy was her favorite toy. This heartwarming story by Cynthia Lord, with a classic
feel and gentle illustrations by Stephanie Graegin, is the first in a chapter-book series that pairs
friendly toys with child characters who need them.
80 pages • September 2021 • World rights available • Candlewick Press

L E S L I E PAT R I C E L L I
The Rizzlerunk Club: The Big Bad Lies
When a little lie turns into a more serious one, will Lily and Darby’s friendship
survive – or is it the end of the Rizzlerunk Club?
What happens when two best friends lie to each other, and can’t find their way
to the truth? Lily and Darby face that challenge in this follow up to The Rizzlerunk
Club: Best Buds Under Frogs. It’s a story with its fair share of drama – but plenty of
humor, too!
256 pages • January 2022 • World rights available • Candlewick Press
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L O U I E S TO W E L L
Loki: A Bad God’s Guide to Being Good

Loki
and the
Hammer Heist
AUGUST
2022

A hilarious diary-style story about the exploits of trickster god Loki living out a punishment
in the body of a weedy eleven-year-old boy
After one trick too many, Loki is banished to live on Earth as a “normal” schoolboy. Forbidden from
using his AWESOME godly powers, Loki must show moral improvement. As he records his life in his
magical (judgemental) diary, it becomes clear Loki hasn’t a clue how to tell good from bad, trust from
tricks, or friends from enemies. All the imagination of Cressida Cowell’s How to Train Your Dragon with
the witty, easy-to-read style of Tom Gates, highly illustrated by the author.
240 pages • February 2022 • Rights sold: Catalan, Dutch, French, German, Spanish • Walker Books

LIZ KESSLER
Emily Windsnap and Friends: Emily’s Big Discovery
illustrated by Joanie Stone

In this illustrated early reader, beloved half-mermaid half-girl Emily Windsnap is introduced
to a younger audience in a series of brand-new adventures. This first book, by New York Times
bestselling Liz Kessler, follows Emily as she discovers she is part-mermaid and then meets her
best friend, Shona.
BOOK 2
AUTUMN
2022

64 pages • March 2022 • World rights available • Candlewick Press

C AROLINE GREEN
There’s a Dog in My Brain!

There’s
a Boy in
my Kennel!
JUNE
2022

illustrated by Rikin Parekh

Chaotic body-swap comedy!
When Danny made a wish to stay at home instead of going to a family wedding, he didn’t expect to
end up TRAPPED IN THE BODY OF A DOG! Meanwhile, Dudley the dog is off on the adventure of
a lifetime. He might look like a normal ten-year-old boy, but he definitely doesn’t know how to behave
like one. Perfect for young fans of Charlie Changes into a Chicken.
112 pages • January 2022 • World rights available • Walker Books
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AT I N U K E
Beti and the Little Round House
illustrated by Emily Hughes

Beti lives in a little round house in the woods with Mam,
Tad, Baby Jac, her cheeky goat Naughty and many other
farm animals. This exquisite collection of stories centred
around a strong-willed little girl celebrates
adventures in the wild with each changing
season. Every page is rich in humour
and filled with touching observations
of the family’s wild and enchanting
way of life. It is escapism at its
finest and will inspire readers
to reconnect with nature.
128 pages • March 2022 • World rights available • Walker Books

Too Small Tola Series
illustrated by Onyinye Iwu

Tola may be small ... but she is mighty!
Tola lives with her family in a rundown flat in Lagos, in the country of Nigeria. She lives with her sister, Moji, who is very
clever; her brother, Dapo, who is very quick; and Grandmummy, who is very bossy. Though Tola is small she takes control
when things go wrong at home and helps her whole family.
96 pages • World rights available • Walker Books

JANUARY
2021

APRIL
2022

“An enjoyable,
endearing
collection.”
Kirkus Reviews
(starred review)

“Atinuke is
a masterful
storyteller . . .
Every sentence
is fun to read.”
BookPage
(starred review)
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C H I T R A S O U N DA R

JUANA MEDINA

A Sliver of Moon
and a Shard of Truth
illustrated by Uma Krishnaswamy

Four more humorous and clever trickster
tales set in India
Prince Veera and his best friend, Suku,
travel to the court of Raja Apoorva, where
they compete in the festival contests and
bring justice to the people of Peetalpur.
112 pages • May 2021 • World rights available • Walker Books

Juana & Lucas: Muchos Changes
A third episode filled with humor
and warmth by a Pura Belpré Author
Award winner

Sona Sharma, Looking
After Planet Earth
illustrated by Jen Khatun

One little girl makes a big difference

“Warmly
loving and
evocative.”
Guardian

Sona Sharma’s class is learning about
climate change and Sona is worried
that no one is doing enough to fight it.
Her teacher says, “Start small, start now,”
and Sona immediately sets out to
change her family’s attitudes and
habits. Her strong feelings and great
determination help her to make
major strides in her community, too.

After having to struggle through learning
“The English,” get used to a new stepdad
and a new home, now Juana is about to get
a new baby sister! SO. MANY. CHANGES!
With the gentle love of her mami and
Luis and her abuelos, the sympathy of new
friends, the ready ear of Lucas, and her
own expansive heart, Juana just may be
able to skate through the muchos changes
with grace and pride.
96 pages • October 2021 • World rights available
Candlewick Press

112 pages • August 2021 • World rights available
BOOK 3
SEPTEMBER
2022

Walker Books
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G R E G O RY M AG U I R E

Cress Watercress
illustrated by David Litchfield

When Papa doesn’t return from a nocturnal expedition,
Cress holds out hope, but her mother assumes the
worst. It’s a dangerous world for rabbits, after all. Mama
moves what’s left of the Watercress family to the
Broken Arms, a run-down apartment oak with a suspect
owl landlord, a rowdy family of squirrels, and a pair of
songbirds who broadcast everyone’s business. Can a
dead tree full of annoying neighbors, and no Papa, ever be
home? Gregory Maguire, author of Wicked, has created
an unforgettable cast of characters who leap off the
page in glowing illustrations by David Litchfield. A tender
meditation on coming-of-age, it invites us to flourish
wherever we find ourselves.
240 pages • March 2022 • World rights available • Candlewick Press
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ANNE TTE LE B LANC C ATE

A Dragon Used to Live Here
Kidnapping, fighting, a dragon, true love . . .
Noble children Thomas and Emily have always known their
mother to be sensible, the lady of the castle – if anything,
a bit boring. But then they meet Meg, a cranky scribe
who claims that she was a friend of their mother’s back
when they were kids – even before the dragon lived in
the castle. A dragon?! Unsure whether to believe Meg, the
kids return again and again to hear the fantastical story of
their mother’s adventures – and get caught up in a quest to
reunite the two friends once more. Award-winning author
and illustrator Annette LeBlanc Cate has created a story
within a story blending adventure and humor in a satisfying
read for the whole family.
256 pages • March 2022 • World rights available • Candlewick Press

Illustrated Middle-Grade Fiction

K AT E D I C A M I L L O
The Beatryce Prophecy
illustrated by Sophie Blackall

From two-time Newbery Medalist Kate DiCamillo and two-time Caldecott
Medalist Sophie Blackall comes a fantastical meditation on fate, love, and the
power of words to spell the world
In a time of war, a mysterious child appears at the monastery of the Order of the
Chronicles of Sorrowing. Gentle Brother Edik finds the girl, Beatryce, curled in
a stall, wracked with fever, coated in dirt and blood, and holding fast to the ear
of Answelica the goat. As the monk nurses Beatryce to health, he uncovers her
dangerous secret, one that imperils them all – for the king of the land seeks just
such a girl, and Brother Edik, who penned the prophecy himself, knows why.
And so it is that a girl with a head full of stories – powerful tales-within-the-tale of
queens and kings, mermaids and wolves – ventures into a dark wood in search of
the castle of one who wishes her dead. But Beatryce knows that, should she lose
her way, those who love her – a wild-eyed monk, a man who had once been king,
a boy with a terrible sword, and a goat with a head as hard as stone – will never
give up searching for her, and to know this is to know everything. With its timeless
themes, unforgettable cast, and magical medieval setting, Kate DiCamillo’s lyrical
tale, paired with resonant black-and-white illustrations by Caldecott Medalist
Sophie Blackall, is a true collaboration between masters.
256 pages • September 2021 • Rights sold: Brazilian Portuguese, Dutch, French Canadian, German, Korean, Russian,
Simplified Chinese, Swedish, US Spanish

Flora & Ulysses: Tie-in Edition

The beloved 2014 Newbery
Medal winner by #1 New York Times
best-selling author Kate DiCamillo
is now available in a Disney+
movie tie-in edition.
Rights sold: Arabic, Complex Chinese, Czech, Dutch, French, German, Greek, Hebrew,
Hungarian, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Macedonian, Portuguese, Romanian, Russian,
Simplified Chinese, Slovak, Spanish, Turkish, Ukrainian, Vietnamese
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There’s more to discover in Eerie-on-Sea...

T H O M A S TAY L O R
Walker Books has acquired books 4 and 5 in the Legends of Eerie-on-Sea series, to be published in autumn 2022 and
2023, bringing the series to a close. Fans of Thomas Taylor’s creepy seaside mysteries will be delighted to hear there are
more monsters to discover and mysteries to uncover – and perhaps they will finally learn the answer to the greatest
question of all: Who IS Herbert Lemon?
Malamander, the first title in the hugely popular Legends of Eerie-on-Sea series, was Waterstones Children’s Book of the
Month in the UK and has sold over 100,000 copies in the English language. Rights to the series have been sold in 20 territories,
and Sony Films are currently developing the Malamander film, written and directed by Josh Cooley, director of Toy Story 4.
Rights sold: Czech, Danish, Dutch, Finnish, French, German, Hungarian, Italian, Japanese, Lithuanian,
Norwegian, Polish, Romanian, Russian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, Turkish, Ukrainian

SEPTEMBER
2021

“Taylor’s magical touch makes you believe in the impossible.”
Catherine Doyle, author of The Storm Keeper’s Island
“A wonderfully imaginative and atmospheric adventure,
rich in myth and legend and with a delicious gothic
edge, by a ferociously talented writer.”
The Bookseller
“Taylor knows how to create atmosphere
and a sense of creepy place.”
The Times
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J U S T Y N E D WA R D S

JENNIFER BELL
Walker
pre-empted
this irresistible
series from
debut author
Justyn Edwards
in a sixfigure deal.
BOOK 2
SPRING
2023

The Great Fox Illusion

Legendarium

Secrets and illusions abound as a group of young magicians
competes for the prize of a lifetime in this gripping middlegrade adventure

Returning to the world and characters of Wonderscape, this
is an explosive gaming adventure through the universe’s
greatest legends, from the internationally bestselling author
of The Uncommoners series

Thirteen-year-old Flick Lions has won a place on a new
television show, in which young people compete to win the
legacy of The Great Fox, one of the world’s most famous
magicians. But Flick isn’t interested in uncovering the Great
Fox’s tired old magic tricks – she’s after something much more
important. Because the magician destroyed her family, and this
is Flick’s only chance to put things right. Inside the Fox’s house
is a secret that will change the world of magic for ever, and
Flick will go to any lengths to find it.
240 pages • April 2022 • Rights sold: Dutch, Italian • Walker Books

Arthur, Ren and Cecily are transported hundreds of years
into the future once again, where a brand new in-reality
adventure game, featuring famous legends from around
the world, is the new gaming obsession. But the friends
soon uncover a sinister plot by a mysterious raider called
Deadlock, who wants to re-create dangerous time-way
technology. Can the friends stop the evil Deadlock and play
their way home before time runs out?
352 pages • May 2022 • Walker Books

“Bell puts a clever and highly
inventive spin on the middlegrade fantasy adventure.”
The Bookseller on Wonderscape
Rights sold:
Danish, French, German, Polish,
Russian, Simplified Chinese, Ukrainian
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K AT H E R I N E PAT E R S O N

A M Y S PA R K E S

COVER
NOT
FINAL

BOOK 3
JANUARY
2023

Birdie’s Bargain

The House that Hopped Between Worlds

In a poignant and unflinching new realistic novel from the
Newbery Medal–winning author of Bridge to Terabithia, a
ten-year-old girl makes a deal with God for her father’s safe
return from the Iraq War

A quirky, funny and fast-paced fantasy adventure from an
acclaimed writer

Set in the years just after September 11, 2001, Katherine
Paterson, the former National Ambassador for Young
People’s Literature, explores one young girl’s personal
encounter with the Iraq war and complicated relationship
with faith and family in this stirring and unflinching novel.
240 pages • October 2021 • World rights available • Candlewick Press

“Inspiring.”
Kirkus Reviews

Nine and her friends have broken the curse on their
marvellous, magical House, and are free to travel the worlds
once more. There’s only one problem: the House is so
nervous about travelling, it gets the hiccups! With every
“HIC!” they bounce from one world to the next, and mayhem
erupts in every room. Only the magical Tower of Unanswered
Questions can help them – if they can make their way through
a series of tricks, riddles and challenges. Then perhaps Nine
can finally discover who left her the beloved music box – and,
most important of all, who she really is...
240 pages • January 2022 • Walker Books

“A wonder-filled book that
revels in magic and mayhem.”
Abi Elphinstone
Rights sold:
German, Italian
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M. G. LEONARD

SUE WHITING

BOOK 2
SUMMER
2022

Twitch

Pearly and Pig and the Great Hairy Beast

An exciting, contemporary mystery adventure about
friendship, bravery and birds, from the award-winning
author of Beetle Boy, which has now sold in 37 countries

A fast-paced junior fiction adventure starring a plucky new
heroine that has to face her fears to save her parents, her
friend and the day

Twitch has three pet chickens, four pigeons, swallows
nesting in his bedroom and a passion for bird-spotting. On
the first day of the summer holidays, he arrives at his secret
birdwatching hide to find police everywhere. A convicted
robber has broken out of prison and is hiding in Aves Wood.
Can Twitch use his talents for bird-spotting in the hunt for
the dangerous prisoner, and find the missing loot? This is
the thrilling first book in a brand new series, celebrating
friendship, nature and the wonderful world of birds!

Pearly Woe is a worrier. She worries about everything,
especially that she’ll never be brave enough to become a
member of the top-secret group of stealth adventurers –
The Adventurologists’ Guild. Pearly also has a special talent
– she can talk to animals. Her favourite animal to talk to is
her pet pig, called Pig. But with her parents missing, Pig pignapped and Pearly a stowaway on an icebreaker heading for
Antarctica, Pearly’s worries just got REAL.
208 pages • March 2022 • World rights available • Walker Books Australia

304 pages • June 2021 • Rights sold: Dutch, German • Walker Books

“An original new voice in
children’s literature…”
The Times
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ANN SEI LIN

The first in a lyrical, pacy new teen fantasy trilogy set in a world of flying ships, sky cities and
powerful paper spirits, inspired by Asian cultures and exploring themes of empire, slavery and freedom
Kurara has never known any other life than being a servant on board the Midori, but
when her party trick of making paper come to life turns out to be a power treasured
across the empire, she joins a skyship and its motley crew to become a Crafter.
Taught by the gruff but wise Himura, Kurara learns to hunt shikigami – wild paper
spirits sought after by the Princess. But are these creatures just powerful slaves,
or are they beings with their own souls? And can a teenage girl be the one
to help them find their voice – and change the course of an empire?
368 pages • March 2022 • World rights available • Walker Books

Excellent world-building,
a dramatic plot and an array
of deep and believable characters –
explored through multiple perspectives –
make this a hugely exciting debut.
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CRISTINA SANDERS

N O N P R AT T
“Non’s teen
voice is so
authentic,
energetic
and full of
compassion
and joy.”
Holly Bourne
“Warm, funny
and so very real.
Everything
great about
UKYA is here in
these pages.”
Sara Barnard

Displaced
An enthralling historical novel of immigration,
courage and first love from an award-winning
New Zealand author
Eloise and her family must leave Cornwall on a
treacherous sea journey to start a new life in New
Zealand. When her brother disappears and her
father leaves, the family is fractured and forced to
fend for themselves. Despite these challenges Eloise
must find the strength to stand up for what she
believes in and the people she loves. A thoroughly
researched historical fiction novel about the
hardship and hope of immigrants in the 1870s.
304 pages • April 2021 • World rights available • Walker Books Australia

Cristina Sanders won the 2020
Storylines Tessa Duder award
with her manuscript for Displaced.

Artful and compassionate novels from a critically acclaimed voice
in contemporary YA fiction
From one of the most popular writers in UK YA come four
authentic, funny and dynamic contemporary novels. With a perfect
lightness of touch, Pratt explores both big themes – including
teen pregnancy and chronic illness – and what looms large in the
teenage experience: break-ups, friendships and figuring out who
you are. With diverse and authentic characters, superb dialogue
and brilliant humour, Pratt tells stories of what it is to be a
teenager in the 21st century – in a way that feels joyful, heartbreaking and entirely true.
Please enquire after rights availability.
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ALEXANDRA
L E I G H YO U N G

C AROLINE O’DONOGHUE
“Fiercely, furiously
good. A seductive
and brilliant book.”
Melinda Salisbury

Idol Gossip

The Gifts That Bind Us

An inside look at a K-pop factory in a wry, punchy
young adult debut that explores sisterhood, fandom,
and the compromises that come with fame

A spellbinding supernatural teen drama by a new Irish voice in YA,
the second title in the Hidden Gifts series

A delicious story of an American teen seeking
K-pop fame and finding herself the target of antifans, based in part on an actual K-pop incident
and written by a producer of The New York Times’
hit podcast, “The Daily”. For avid K-pop fans and
those just discovering the worldwide cultural
phenomenon.
352 pages • September 2021 • Rights sold: Russian • Candlewick Press

“An energetic, thoroughly
entertaining read.”
Axie Oh, author of XOXO and the
New Visions Award winner Rebel Seoul
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Maeve and her friends have revealed their gifts and banded
together as a coven: Roe can pick locks, Lily sends sparks flying,
Maeve can read minds and Fiona can heal any injury. And even
better than their new-found talents? Roe and Maeve are officially
an item. But when strange messages start appearing, it’s clear their
powers are attracting all the wrong attention. It’s not long before
Maeve’s gift starts to wane, drained by someone – or something –
that’s hiding even from her second sight. With witty, authentic and
engaging prose, and flawed but fiercely likeable characters, this is a
YA drama that brilliantly combines the magical and the everyday.
400 pages • February 2022 • Rights sold: Danish, French, German, Greek, Italian, Romanian,
Russian, Spanish, Ukrainian • Walker Books

“So gripping, so intriguing, so layered – All Our Hidden Gifts
feels like a book that should have always existed.”
Kiran Millwood Hargrave

Young Adult Fiction

LAUREN JAMES

LAUREN GIBALDI
& ERIC SMITH

“Lauren James
is a genius.”
SFX Magazine

Green Rising

Battle of the Bands

A compelling novel about climate change and space travel, from one
of the leading sci-fi writers for young adults

Fifteen young adult authors and one real-life rock star
band together for one epic – and interconnected –
take on a memorable high school rite of passage

Gabby, Theo and Hester have grown up knowing that Earth is
doomed. The acceleration of climate change means that the planet
will soon be uninhabitable. But in the year that the ice caps finally
melt, teenagers around the world begin developing strange powers
– the ability to grow plants with their minds. The only hope for
reversing climate change seems to lie with these Greenfingers. But
there are plenty of profit-hungry organizations who want to use
them for their own ends. And not everyone would like to see Earth
saved… In a time of widespread corruption and greed, can three
teenagers pull off the ultimate heist and bring about a green rising?
352 pages • September 2021 • World rights available • Walker Books

In this live-out-loud anthology, the disparate protagonists
of sixteen stories are thrown together for one
unforgettable event: their high school’s battle of the
bands. Fifteen young adult authors and one real-life rock
star band together for one epic – and interconnected –
take on a memorable high school rite of passage.
320 pages • September 2021 • World rights available • Candlewick Press

With stories by Brittany Cavallaro, Preeti Chhibber,
Jay Coles, Katie Cotugno, Lauren Gibaldi,
Shaun David Hutchinson, Ashley Poston,
Jenny Torres Sanchez, Sarah Nicole Smetana,
Eric Smith, Jenn Marie Thorne, Sarvenaz Taghavian,
Jasmine Warga, Ashley Woodfolk, and Jeff Zentner,
and featuring Motion City Soundtrack’s Justin Courtney Pierre
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EUGENE YELCHIN

L U C I N DA RO B B &
R E B E C C A B O G G S RO B E RT S

“An outstanding
and inspirational
guide to women’s
history for today’s
political activists.”
Kirkus Reviews
(starred review)

The Genius Under the Table
With a masterful mix of comic timing and disarming
poignancy, a Newbery Honoree offers his illustrated
memoir of growing up in Cold War Russia
Drama, family secrets, and a KGB spy in his own kitchen!
How will Yevgeny ever fulfill his parents’ dream that he
become a national hero when he doesn’t even have his own
room? He’s not a star athlete or a legendary ballet dancer.
In the tiny apartment he shares with his Baryshnikovobsessed mother, poetry-loving father, continually outraged
grandmother, and safely talented brother, all Yevgeny has is his
little pencil, the underside of a massive table, and the doodles
that could change everything. With equal amounts charm and
solemnity, award-winning author and artist Eugene Yelchin
recounts in hilarious detail his childhood in Cold War Russia
as a young boy desperate to understand his place in his family.
208 pages • October 2021 • World rights available • Candlewick Press

The Suffragist Playbook: Your Guide to
Changing the World
Do you have a cause you’re passionate about? Take a few tips
from the suffragists, who led one of the largest, longest, and
least well-known movements in American history
The women’s suffrage movement was decades in the making
and came with many harsh setbacks. But it resulted in a
permanent victory: women’s right to vote. How did the
suffragists do it? One hundred years later, an eye-opening
look at their playbook shows that some of their strategies
seem oddly familiar. Women’s marches at inauguration
time? Check. Publicity stunts, optics, and influencers? They
practically invented them. Petitions, lobbying, speeches,
raising money, and writing articles? All of that, too. Engagingly
narrated by Lucinda Robb and Rebecca Boggs Roberts, this
unique melding of seminal history and smart tactics is sure to
capture the attention of activists-in-the-making today.
160 pages • October 2020 • World rights available • Candlewick Press
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Graphic Novels

ANDREW CRANNA

J O N AT H A N H I L L

Astronaughties
is a self-aware,
riotous novel
from the talented
creator of The
Bloodhound Boys.

Astronaughties: Moon Mayhem

True Tales of a Seventh Grade Lizard Boy

An out-of-this-world graphic novel adventure that will have
young readers giggling across the galaxy!

Graphic novelist Jonathan Hill draws on his family’s
experiences as immigrants in this humorous middlegrade graphic novel about a lizard boy, disguised as a
human seventh grader, navigating a new life in a small
American town where the expectations to fit in and
embrace his new culture are overwhelming. When
he finds a friend in a Vietnamese boy whose family
have just moved to town, he struggles to trust his
new friend with his secret identity. Jonathan Hill has
written and illustrated award-winning graphic novels for
Fantagraphics, Dark Horse, and First Second.

In 2120 the Moon has been transformed into the ultimate
super-cool intergalactic amusement park. The Astronaughties,
the children of the park’s head designer, get a chance to visit
the Lunar Park before it officially opens. But when they arrive,
they discover their father is missing. Now their mission is to
find him, defeat the baddies and free a trapped alien. Hold on
tight, this is going to be one wild rocket ride!
240 pages • April 2022 • World rights available • Walker Books Australia

304 pages • September 2022 • World rights available • Candlewick Press
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