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BOOKS

KAFKA AND THE DOLL
Larissa Theule, illustrated by Rebecca Green
Viking Children’s Books / Spring 2021
Japanese, Simplified and Complex Chinese,
Vietnamese, Greek, and Turkish translation
rights sold.
Inspired by a true story, Kafka and the Doll recounts
a remarkable gesture of kindness from one of the
world’s most bewildering and iconic writers. In the
fall of 1923, Franz Kafka encountered a distraught
little girl on a walk in the park. She’d lost her doll
and was inconsolable. Kafka told her the doll wasn’t
lost, but instead, traveling the world and having
grand adventures! And to reassure her, Kafka began
delivering letters from the doll to the girl for weeks.
The legend of Kafka and the Doll has captivated
imaginations for decades as it reveals the playful
and compassionate side of a man known for his dark
and brooding tales. Kafka and the Doll is a testament
to living life to the fullest and to the life-changing
power of storytelling.
Starred review from Booklist

“This set of quiet encounters
between a writer and a child has as
much going on between the spare,
poetic lines as in them.” —Booklist

© Rebecca Green

KICKS
Van Garrett, illustrated by Reggie Lewis
HMH-Versify / Spring 2022
Tugeau Agency handles illustration rights.
Kicks is a love letter to sneakers. But not
just any sneakers. Only the flyest, floatiest,
you-est kicks you can get—the ones that let
you soar. This colorful, rhythmic adventure
has something to offer anyone who prizes
a great pair of shoes and any reader who
loves to play with their words.
With bold, kid-friendly art and fun, lyrical
language, Kicks is the perfect read for
sneaker fans of all ages!

FOLLOW-UP TITLE, SPECS,
COMING IN 2023!

© Reggie Brown

ALL OF US
Kathryn Erskine, illustrated by Alexandra Boiger
Philomel Books / Spring 2021
ME can be WE. YOU can come, too. In a lyrical text that
travels the globe, National Book Award winner Kathryn
Erskine shows young readers how the whole world is a
community made up of people who are more similar than
we are different. With stunning, cinematic art by Alexandra
Boiger, the illustrator of the #1 New York Times bestselling
She Persisted series, this is the perfect read-aloud at bedtime
or for storytime.
© Alexandra Boiger

Starred review from Booklist

“Stunning, fantastical illustrations take readers on a voyage (that) sails through an
arch composed of the word love in different languages . . . ” —Booklist
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WE SHALL OVERCOME
Bryan Collier
Scholastic / Fall 2021
Gospel anthem and civil rights protest song We Shall
Overcome is brought stunningly to life by awardwinning Bryan Collier. This is the story of one young
girl combining historic civil rights moments with
contemporary protests and the movements of today,
in a powerful journey of hope.

© Bryan Collier

ALL BECAUSE YOU MATTER
Tami Charles, illustrated by Bryan Collier
Scholastic / Fall 2020
Andrea Brown Literary Agency handles text rights.
From powerhouse rising star author Tami Charles
and four-time Caldecott Honor recipient and
nine-time Coretta Scott King Award winner Bryan
Collier comes a lyrical, heart-lifting love letter to
black and brown children everywhere that is full of
hope, assurance, and love.
In this poignant, timely, and emotionally stirring
picture book, a powerful, rhythmic lullaby
reassures readers that they matter and their worth
is never diminished, no matter the circumstance.
Through the joy and wonder of their first steps and
first laughter, through the hardship of adolescent
struggles and the pain and heartbreak of current
events, they always have, and always will, matter.

“Nurturing, nourishing, loving and
reassuring, expanding and deepening
the words of the movement it echoes”
—Kirkus

Starred reviews from Publishers Weekly and Kirkus
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I’M A HARE. SO THERE!
Julie Rowan-Zoch
HMH / Summer 2021
Ever wonder about the difference between
a turtle and a tortoise? Or a sheep and goat?
An exasperated hare and plucky squirrel
engage in a battle of wits in this hilarious
look at dynamic duos in the animal kingdom
that pokes fun at the lookalike animals we
all love, while delivering a gentle lesson on
appreciating differences and standing up for
what you know to be true about yourself.

© Julie Rowan-Zoch

ROAD TRIP! A WHISKERS HOLLOW ADVENTURE
Steve Light
Candlewick Press / Spring 2021
Meet Bear, Rabbit, Mouse, and Donkey, four very different
friends. Bear is adventurous, Rabbit ravenous, Mouse anxious,
and Donkey . . . well, he’s capable. When Bear’s truck loses a
headlight, a road trip to Elephant’s Junkyard begins. Along the
way each friend adheres to their own comfort zones, right up
to the top of a precarious pile of junk. When the ground shifts
beneath their feet, sending them tumbling down into the
mud, each friend is suddenly granted a new and illuminating
perspective . . . one that not only reveals something new in
them, but might uncover the perfect headlight!
Starred review from School Library Journal

“Young readers . . . will enjoy getting
transported to a friendly miniature community
reminiscent of Richard Scarry’s animal worlds”
—School Library Journal
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© Steve Light

UP CAT
DOWN CAT

MAMA TIGER
TIGER CUB

BLACK BIRD
YELLOW SUN

Steve Light
Candlewick / Spring 2020

Steve Light
Candlewick / Spring 2019

Steve Light
Candlewick / Spring 2018

Black cat. White cat. One is long,
stretching out, and the other
is short, crouching. When both
perch in a window, one tail is
straight, the other one curly.
One has an empty plate, and the
other a full one. With a mouse to
entertain them, variously lost
and found, they move through the
day, until one cat is awake and the
other asleep, but for how long?

Mama Tiger swims up a zigzag
river full of slippery fish, climbs
onto a shady branch of a big tree,
and follows a bird into fragrant
flowers. What is Mama Tiger
looking for? And what will she
do once she finds it? In this
companion to the celebrated
board book Black Bird Yellow Sun,
Steve Light explores the sights of
the outside world. Little ones will
love tagging along with Mama
Tiger until she finally winds
down for the night—with a oneof-a-kind reunion.

With enchanting ink
illustrations full of pure color,
simple shapes, and an elegant
use of negative and positive
space, this concept board book
for the youngest of readers is a
joy to behold—and as graceful as
a leaping cat.

Starred review from School
Library Journal

Starred review from School
Library Journal and Kirkus

“Beautiful in its simplicity,
this book deserves a
spot on any toddler’s
bookshelf.” —Kirkus
As a black bird wings its way
through the day, little ones
are treated to a magnificent
flight from one vibrant color to
another. Children can journey
with the graceful black bird and
its tiny worm friend past orange
leaves, green grass, gray rocks,
pink flowers, and more before
resting beneath a brilliant blue
moon. Inimitable illustrator
Steve Light showcases a new
style in this board book for the
youngest readers.
Starred review from School
Library Journal and Kirkus
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© Steve Light

RESIST

FARMERS UNITE!
PLANTING A PROTEST
FOR FAIR PRICES

Diane Stanley
Holiday House / Fall 2020
What do Harriet Tubman, Mohandas Gandhi, Tank
Man, and Martin Luther King, Jr. have in common?
They used nonviolent resistance to fight injustice or
oppressive regimes.
Throughout history, people have found peaceful
ways to bring about change. Because brave men
and women refused to be silent in the face of evil
and injustice, slavery was abolished, women gained
the right to vote, tyrants were overthrown, the
government of nations were changed for the better,
and thousands of lives have been saved.
In twenty-one brief, compelling essays,
accompanied by rich and vivid illustrations, awardwinning author and artist Diane Stanley writes
with passion and conviction about some of our
greatest activists, past and present, resulting in a
book that is as hopeful as it is inspiring.

Lindsay H. Metcalf
Calkins Creek / Fall 2020
In the late 1970s, grain prices had tanked,
farm auctions filled newspapers, and
people had forgotten that food didn’t grow
in grocery stores. So, on February 5, 1979,
thousands of tractors from all parts of
the USA took to the highways and flooded
Washington, DC, in protest. Farmers
wanted fair prices for their products and
demanded action from Congress. After
police corralled the tractors on the National
Mall, the farmers and their tractors stayed
through a snowstorm and dug out the
city. Americans were now convinced they
needed farmers, but the law took longer.

© Diane Stanley
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THIS WAY, CHARLIE

Also available by Caron Levis
and Charles Santoso: IDA, ALWAYS

Caron Levis, illustrated by Charles Santoso
Abrams Books for Young Readers / Spring 2020
Abrams Books handles illustration rights.
Japanese and Korean translation rights sold.
All the animals at the Open Bud Ranch can see that
Jack the goat likes keeping his space to himself. But
when a new horse named Charlie arrives, he doesn’t
see Jack at all. He’s still getting used to seeing out of
only one of his eyes.
The two get off to a bumpy start. At first, Jack is
anxious and distrustful. But one day, he summons his
courage and guides Charlie to his favorite sunlit field.
This way, Charlie. And so begins a powerful friendship
that will be tested by life’s storms—but will ultimately
change each life for the better.
Starred review from School Library Journal

“This picture book has much to offer for
young readers about life’s challenges
and how we handle them. Emotional, but
never saccharine, tale(s) of friendship”
—School Library Journal
© Charles Santoso

IF YOU WANT TO KNIT SOME MITTENS
Laura Purdie Salas, illustrated by Angela Matteson
Boyds Mills Kane / Fall 2021
There are eighteen steps to knitting mittens.
Of course, the first step is: get a sheep! And this
mischievous sheep is about to turn a yearlong mittenknitting journey into an adventure . . . in friendship.
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MONSTER AND BOY
THE SISTER SURPRISE #3
Hannah Barnaby, illustrated by Anoosha Syed
Laura Godwin Books, Henry Holt Books for Young Readers
Fall 2021 / 144 pages
Godwin Books handles illustration rights.
In this exciting third installment of the two-color illustrated
chapter book series Monster and Boy, the best friends are back
in action, and on this adventure they are in for a surprise: a
sister surprise!
Ever since the monster (who sleeps under the bed) and the boy
(who sleeps in the bed) met and became best friends, they’ve
learned a lot about each other. So when the monster notices
that the boy seems grumpy (the boy’s mom has told him he’s
getting another baby sister), the monster decides to cheer
his friend up. Together, they set out on a surprise adventure!
But surprise: the boy’s sister has tagged along. Together, they
learn about how monster babies are born and get their names,
before the boy and his sister find yet another surprise waiting
for them back home. Told with a warm, cozy voice, the story
is brought to life with adorable two-color illustrations. Filled
with adventure and humor, this chapter book is perfect for
sharing with kids just aging out of picture books and for newly
independent readers.

MONSTER’S
FIRST DAY
OF SCHOOL #2

MONSTER
AND BOY #1
Fall 2020 / 144 pages

Spring 2021 / 144 pages

Godwin Books handles
illustration rights.

Godwin Books handles
illustration rights.

Starred review from Kirkus

“A boy discovers that monsters are real―and that one
lives under his bed . . . Humor ensues . . . No need to be
afraid of monsters after reading this sweet and unusual
friendship story.” —Kirkus
© Anoosha Syed
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PEPPER AND BOO

#3 COMING IN FALL 2022!

PUDDLE TROUBLE #2

A CAT
SURPRISE! #1

Charise Mericle Harper
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers / Fall 2021

Little, Brown / Fall 2020

Pepper and Boo are two dogs who like to have fun.
The Cat likes to have fun, too, but
cat fun is very different from
dog fun. Cats can have fun with
a newspaper, a bottle cap, an ice
cube, and some boxes. Dogs like
to have fun by chasing leaves,
biting sticks, and licking the grass.

“Comedic hijinks that are sure to delight fans of Mo Willems
and Bob Shea.” —Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books
© Charise Mericle Harper

ASTRONUTS
MISSION THREE: THE PERFECT PLANET
Jon Scieszka, illustrated by Steven Weinberg
Chronicle Books / Fall 2021 / 240 pages
Writers House handles text rights.
Time is up for our friends the AstroNuts. In fact, time is up for you, too. If
they don’t succeed on this mission, Earth is doomed! So when the team finds
out they’re being sent to a place called “the perfect planet,” their mission
sounds way too easy. Unfortunately, the second they land, they realize they’ll
be dealing with the most dangerous species of all time . . . humans.
© Steven Weinberg

“A winning mix of fun and fact—readers will be eager for the next mission.” —Kirkus

MISSION TWO:
THE WATER
PLANET

MISSION ONE:
THE PLANT
PLANET

Fall 2020 / 228 pages

Fall 2019 / 220 pages
Starred reviews from Kirkus and PW
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STELLA DIAZ

STELLA DIAZ DREAMS BIG #3
Angela Dominguez
Roaring Brook / Spring 2021 / 208 pages
Stella is happy as a clam in fourth grade.
She’s the president of the Sea Musketeers
conservation club, she starts taking swim
lessons, and she joins a new art club at
school. But as her schedule fills up, school gets
harder, too. Suddenly the tides have turned, and
she is way too busy!
Stella will be in an ocean of trouble if she can’t keep
her head above water. But with her trusty Sea
Musketeers by her side, she hopes to make her big
dreams come true!

© Angela Dominguez

“Fans of Clementine and Alvin Ho will be delighted to
meet Stella. A first purchase.” —School Library Journal

STELLA DIAZ NEVER GIVES UP #2
Winter 2020 / 208 pages
Stella gets a big surprise when her mom plans a trip to visit their family in
Mexico! Stella loves marine animals, and she can’t wait to see the ocean for the
first time . . . until she arrives and learns that the sea and its life forms
are in danger due to pollution.
Stella wants to save the ocean, but she knows she can’t do it
alone. It’s going to take a lot of work and help from old and new
friends to make a difference, but Stella Diaz never gives up!
© Angela Dominguez

STELLA DIAZ HAS SOMETHING TO SAY #1
Winter 2018 / 208 pages
Winner of the 2019 Sid Fleischman Humor Award
Stella Diaz loves marine animals, especially her betta fish, Pancho. But Stella Diaz is
not a betta fish. Betta fish like to be alone, while Stella loves spending time with her
mom and brother and her best friend, Jenny. Trouble is, Jenny is in another class this
year, and Stella feels very lonely.
When a new boy arrives in Stella’s class, she really wants to be his friend, but
sometimes Stella accidentally speaks Spanish instead of English and pronounces
words wrong, which makes her turn roja. Plus, she has to speak in front of her whole
class for a big presentation at school! But she better get over her fears soon, because
Stella Diaz has something to say!
Starred review from School Library Journal
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SECOND SLEEP
Diane Stanley
HarperCollins Children’s Books / Fall 2021 / 288 pages
Award-winning author Diane Stanley paints an intriguing and thought-provoking
picture of an intriguing and thought-provoking picture of the secrets, friendships,
and love that can be discovered in a perfect place.
The time by the lake is everything perfect about a childhood summer.
And maybe, these nights also hold the answers Max is looking for . . .
To get Max and Rosie’s minds off their mother’s mysterious disappearance, their
grandmother suggests that they visit the old log cabin where their mom spent her
summers as a child. That first night in the cabin, Max and Rosie share an identical
dream of new friends, sunshine, and play. Only . . . it may be more than a dream.

WILD RIDE
Keith Calabrese
Scholastic / Spring 2022 / 256 pages
Charley Decker just wanted a milkshake. But a chance encounter with a nervous
tech bro led her into the wildest night of her thirteen-year-old life. With her big
brother Greg, best friends Wade and Oona, Greg’s girlfriend Marisa, and a couple
new friends they pick up along the way, Charley just might bring down a crooked
multi-billionaire. Adventures in Babysitting meets Elon Musk in this madcap
middle-grade novel about family ties, data security, hired goons, and one totally
sweet Mustang convertible.

LILY’S PROMISE
Kathryn Erskine
QuillTree / HarperCollins / Spring 2021 / 288 pages
From National Book Award–winning author Kathryn Erskine comes a
heartfelt, poignant novel that tackles grief, change, and the struggle to let
your voice be heard.
Shy, eleven-year-old Lily made her dad an important promise before he
passed away—that she would “Strive for Five” and speak her mind at least
five times. But speaking up one time, let alone five, is easier said than
done. It’ll be even harder now that Lily must attend public school for
the first time. Fortunately, she meets curling-obsessed Hobart and quiet
Dunya at the beginning of sixth grade. Their kindness gives Lily hope that
life without Dad might just be bearable.
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MEENA ZEE
MEENA LOST AND FOUND #3
Karla Manternach
Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers
Fall 2021 / 184 pages
Everything is going Meena’s way.
Her seizures are under control, she’s started the Finders Keepers Club,
and she’s trying hard to be a better friend. So when Sofía’s cat, Oriol,
goes missing, Meena is the first to help her look. But when Meena
learns Sofía’s family might be moving far away, everything starts to
fall apart. Worst of all, Sofía seems more worried about finding her cat
than leaving Meena behind!
With a little help from her trash collection, Meena sets out to locate
Oriol and keep Sofía close. But what if being a good friend means
losing what she loves most?
BOOK #4 COMING IN FALL 2022!

NEVER FEAR, MEENA’S HERE #2
Spring 2020 / 208 pages
Meena’s life is more colorful than ever. When she finds a mysterious ring that seems
to give her powers, Meena sets out to prove that she’s a superhero.
The trouble is, her best friends might not believe her, Meena’s little sister wants to be
more than just a sidekick, and worst of all, an incident at school makes everyone think
Meena is the one who needs to be saved.
But even heroes need help from their friends sometimes. If Meena can figure that out,
she might just discover her true powers . . . and theirs!

MEENA MEETS HER MATCH #1
Spring 2019 / 160 pages
Nine-year-old Meena is a creative dynamo, turning trash into art and always making
sure she has all the colors of the rainbow with her—on her body, in her food, and
ever permanent-markered into her hair. Then Meena has a seizure one morning and
wakes up in the hospital, with an X-ray showing a strange, fuzzy white spot on her
skull. But what if that fuzzy white spot is . . . something?

“Perfect for Junie B. Jones graduates.” —Kirkus
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DOODLING 101: A SILLY SYMPOSIUM
Mo Willems
Disney-Hyperion Books for Children / Summer 2021
Draw impossible buildings, animate favorite characters, design sets, make puppets, give gifts, and create
abstract art! Doodlers earn their MMD (Master Mo Doodler) diploma in 15 days or less (or more!) with this 144page activity book. Featuring new hosts Dot and Dash, the Doodle Poodles, kids get writing and drawing tips
from Mo across 15 chapters of daily doodling fun. Bonus features include perforated gatefold SuperBounce!TM
gameboards, pop-out finger puppets, and how-to-draw instructions of popular Mo Willems characters.

© Mo Willems

BECAUSE
Mo Willems, illustrated by Amber Ren
Disney-Hyperion Books for Children / Spring 2019
Taryn Fagerness handles illustration rights on behalf of Andrea
Brown Literary Agency.
Simplified Chinese, Traditional Chinese, Korean, French Canadian,
and Romanian translation rights sold.
A New York Times Bestseller List Debut
Mo Willems, a number-one New York Times best-selling author and
illustrator, composes a powerful symphony of chance, discovery,
persistence, and magic in this moving tale of a young girl’s journey
to center stage. Illustrator Amber Ren brings the author’s music to
life, conducting a stunning picture book debut.
Starred reviews from Booklist and PW

“A wonderful vision of the powerful
emotions that music evokes[,] building on
the idea that it takes multiple players to
create something wonderful.”
—Publishers Weekly
© Amber Ren
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UNLIMITED SQUIRRELS
GUESS WHAT! #4

© Mo Willems

Mo Willems
Disney-Hyperion Books for Children / Fall 2021
Mo Willems, creator of the revolutionary, award-winning, best-selling
Elephant & Piggie books, has another breakout beginning-reader
series. An ensemble cast of Squirrels, Acorns, and pop-in guests
hosts a page-turning extravaganza. Each book features a funny, furry
adventure AND bonus jokes, quirky quizzes, nutty facts, and so, so
many Squirrels!
In Guess What!, Zoom Squirrel is excited to go to the beach. But what
will happen when Zoomy and pals finally get there? Do you know
more about going to the beach than the Squirrels do? You will by the
end of this book!

“Preschoolers’ newest obsession starts here. Hoard it like acorns. ”—Booklist

I WANT TO SLEEP UNDER THE STARS! #3
Fall 2020
In I Want to Sleep Under the Stars!, Zoom Squirrel dreams of sleeping under the night
stars. The Squirrel pals are excited to help! But will their encouragement be enough—or
too much? Do you know more about sleeping under the stars than the Squirrels do?
You will by the end of this book!

WHO IS THE MYSTERY READER? #2
Fall 2019
Simplified Chinese translation rights sold.
In Who Is the Mystery Reader? Zoom Squirrel tries out a new superpower with help
from a mysterious Mystery Reader. But will the Squirrel pals ever find out who the real
Mystery Reader is? Do you know more about reading than the Squirrels do? You will by
the end of this book!

I LOST MY TOOTH! #1
Fall 2018
Simplified Chinese translation rights sold.
In I Lost My Tooth!, Zoom Squirrel has lost a front tooth! The Squirrels leap
into action when they discover the missing tooth is a baby tooth! Do you
know more about teeth than the Squirrels do? You will by the end of this book!
Starred reviews from Booklist and School Library Journal
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ELEPHANT & PIGGIE
Mo Willems
Disney-Hyperion Books for Children
Titles within the series have been licensed for British, French, Italian, German, Norwegian, Romanian, Russian,
Polish, Spanish, Japanese, Korean, Simplified and Traditional Chinese, Vietnamese, Azerbaijani, Hebrew, Maori,
Brazilian Portuguese, and Turkish translation rights.

© Mo Willems

THE PIGEON
Mo Willems
Disney-Hyperion Books for Children
Titles within the series have been licensed for British, Catalan, Dutch, French, Italian, German, Norwegian,
Greek, Romanian, Russian, Spanish, Japanese, Korean, Simplified and Traditional Chinese, Thai, Vietnamese,
Arabic, Azerbaijani, Farsi, Hebrew, Maori, Portuguese, Turkish, and Farsi/Persian translation rights.
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OPPOSITES
ABSTRACT
Mo Willems
Disney-Hyperion Books
for Children / Fall 2021
Is this dark? Is this light? Is this
soft? Is this hard? Using colors,
shapes, lines, and textures, Willems
invites readers to explore abstract
concepts through eye-popping,
emotive, and highly-accessible
artwork and delivers a masterfully
inquisitive look at opposites.

light?

is this

is this

Hard?
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