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Updates and Highlights

• New title! STOP WAITING FOR PERFECT by L’Oreal Thompson Payton.
• TikTok sensation Jessie DaSilva has a book: THE WITCH’S WAY TO
WEALTH.

• Kirkus named Danielle Prescod’s TOKEN BLACK GIRL one of their 150 most
anticipated books for the fall.
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GENERAL
NONFICTION
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IN PURSUIT OF JEFFERSON
By Derek Baxter
A debut that combines historical nonfiction with travel
books, for fans of Bill Bryson and Rinker Buck, In Pursuit
of Jefferson is the story of an American on a journey
through Europe, following the epic trail of Thomas
Jefferson.
A controversial founding father. A man ready for a change. And a
completely unique trip through Europe.
In 1784, Thomas Jefferson was a broken man. Reeling from the loss
of his wife and humiliated from a political scandal during the
Revolutionary war, he needed to remake himself. And to do that, he
traveled. Traipsing through Europe, Jefferson saw and learned as
much as he could, ultimately bringing his knowledge home to a
young America. There, he would rise to power and shape a nation.
More than two hundred years later, Derek Baxter, a devotee of
American history, stumbles on an obscure travel guide written by
Jefferson―Hints for Americans Traveling Through Europe―as he's
going through his own personal crisis. Who better to offer advice
than a founding father himself? Using Hints as his roadmap, Baxter
embarks on a new journey, following Jefferson through six countries
and countless lessons. But what Baxter learns isn't always what
Jefferson had in mind, and as he comes to understand Jefferson
better, he doesn't always like what he finds.

Sourcebooks
March 2022
All Translation Rights
Available
Audio to Tantor

Final file available
In Pursuit of Jefferson is at once the story of a life-changing trip
through Europe, an unflinching look at a founding father, and a
moving personal journey. With rich historical detail, a sense of
humor, and boundless heart Baxter explores how we can be better moving forward only by first looking
back.

Praise:

“An unusually pleasing and affecting guide to Europe through the eyes of two tourists separated
by more than 230 years.” —Kirkus, starred review
“Attorney Baxter debuts with an entertaining and informative chronicle of his attempt to
recreate Thomas Jefferson’s travels in Europe. This historically informed travelogue delights.” —
Publishers Weekly
“This is travel writing at its best, an impressively researched and well-crafted chronicle of self-discovery
and civic engagement.” —Peter S. Onuf, Thomas Jefferson Foundation Professor of History, Emeritus,
University of Virginia.
“This is a fine work of historical travelogue that will appeal to anyone with an interest in history,
geography, science, and self-discovery--an engaging read offering much food for thought.” —
Darrin Lunde, author of The Naturalist

About the Author:

Derek Baxter is a labor and human rights lawyer. IN PURSUIT OF JEFFERSON is his debut.
www.jeffersontravels.com
Twitter: @DerekJBaxter
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STOP WAITING FOR PERFECT: Step
Out of Your Comfort Zone and Into
Your Power
By L’Oreal Thompson Payton
Part self-help book and part pep talk, Stop Waiting for Perfect:
Step Out of Your Comfort Zone and Into Your Power by L’Oreal
Thompson Payton is the book that will wreck your life, but in all
the best ways.
Like game-changing books You Are A Badass and Professional
Troublemaker, Stop Waiting for Perfect will force you to stop
playing small and encourage you to fully step into your power and
walk in your purpose. It will awaken the dreams you buried deep
within your soul long ago because you thought they were
impossible, unattainable, available to other people, but not you.
Never you. Until now.
Written by an award-winning journalist and motivational speaker,
L’Oreal Thompson Payton knows what it means to Stop Waiting for
Perfect. By doing it with her own life, she’s gone viral three times in
as many months, reaching over 50,000 people—each time. Her posts
and wisdom was shared by Self and Oprah Magazine, among others.
Stop Waiting for Perfect is the book that came out of the work she’s
done herself. It’s the book You Are A Badass would be if it had been
written by an empowered Black woman.

BenBella
Spring 2023
All Translation Rights
Available
Unedited manuscript
available

Praise:

Coming soon!

About the Author:

Award-winning journalist and motivational speaker L’Oreal Thompson Payton has been featured in
Oprah, Self , The Baltimore Sun, Jet magazine, and Shondaland. She’s also a regular guest on numerous
podcasts, as well as a featured speaker at workshops, and conferences.
www.ltinthecity.com
Twitter: @LTintheCity
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RISE & ROAR
By Sharisse Steber
Rise & Roar: A Guided Journal for Outdoor Adventure meets women
where they are in life, and challenges and inspires them to get outside.
Encouraging women to define their motivation, examine their fears, and
create their own adventure manifesto, Sharisse Steber offers tips about
an abundance of new experiences: observing nature, planning a hike or
backpacking trip, car camping, training for a marathon, biking on
singletrack or pavement, climbing at a gym or outside, canoeing or
kayaking, training and recovery, and all the ways to play in the snow.
Author and illustrator Sharisse Steber has hiked to Everest Base Camp,
summited Kilimanjaro, backpacked on the Lares Inca Trail in Peru,
caved and camped solo on Easter Island, and experienced winter camp
training on frozen Minnesota lakes. Steber knows firsthand that you
don’t have to be super fit or have a lot of money to have amazing
experiences everyone has the right and ability to live her own idea of
outdoor adventure. This journal encourages women of all shapes,
sizes, and colors to overcome their fears, head outside, and begin.
Note: Author/illustrator is willing to update spreads for
foreign markets with maps of Asia, Europe, etc.

SHARISSE STEBER

Mountaineers Books
August 2021
All translation rights available
Book available

Praise:

Coming soon!

About the Author:

Sharisse Steber is an award-winning designer and illustrator. Her client list has included The Nature
Conservancy, the Girl Scouts, Discovery Channel, and more. RISE & ROAR is her first book.
www.sharissedesign.com
Instagram: @sharisse_steber_design
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MEMOIR
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TOKEN BLACK GIRL
By Danielle Prescod
Racial identity, pop culture, and delusions of perfection collide
in an eye-opening and refreshingly frank memoir by fashion
and beauty insider Danielle Prescod.
Danielle grew up Black in an elite, overwhelmingly white community, her
identity made more invisible by the whitewashed movies, television,
magazines, and books she and her classmates consumed. Danielle took
her cue from the world around her and aspired to shrink her identity into
that box, setting increasingly poisonous goals. She started painful
chemical hair treatments in elementary school, began depriving herself of
food, and tried to control her image through fashion choices.
Those obsessions led her to a career in fashion - the eye of the racist and
sexist beauty standard storm. Assimilating was hard, but she was
practiced. And she was an asset. Their “Token Black Girl.” Toxic, sure.
But Danielle was working her way up the ladder of coveted media jobs,
and she looked great, right? So what if she had to endure racism from
colleagues. But after decades of burying her emotions, resentment, and
true self, Danielle turned a critical eye inward and confronted the factors
that motivated her self-destructive behaviors.
Sharp witted and bracingly candid, Token Black Girl unpacks the adverse
effects of insidious white supremacy in the media - both unconscious and
strategic - to tell a personal story about recovery from damaging concepts
of perfection, celebrating identity, and demolishing social conditioning.

Amazon/Little A
October 2022
All translation rights and
UK/Commonwealth
rights available
Final file available

Praise:

“With wit and the sharp eye of a woman who has lived through it, Prescod’s memoir takes the reader
into the places and institutions of privilege where the idea of the Token Black Girl thrives. Literally
shrinking herself to conform to the expectations of those around her, Prescod’s experience feels both
unsettlingly familiar and incendiary. This is an essential read to understand how beauty standards and
media industry affect Black women.” —Gabrielle Union, actress and author
“A trenchant, honest, and unique memoir about body image, fashion, and Blackness.” —Kirkus, starred
review
“Former BET style director Prescod lays bare the toxic scaffolding of the fashion and beauty industries
in her piercing debut.” —Publishers Weekly
“This is necessary reading for all women navigating social constructs while simultaneously learning to
love themselves out loud.” —Taylor Rooks, Emmy Award–nominated journalist and host of the
Bleacher Report

About the Author:

Danielle Prescod has worked at magazines like InStyle, Elle, and Teen Vogue. Now, along with her
work as a journalist, Danielle holds weekly anti-racism seminars for influencers and brands that have
collective followings in the tens of millions. She’s been interviewed by CNN, Fox, Vogue Business,
Business of Fashion, and Glossy about her anti-racism work.
Instagram/Twitter: @danielleprescod
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THE WITCH’S WAY TO WEALTH
By Jessie DaSilva
Jessie has been dubbed “The Millennial Money Witch” by Forbes and
went viral on TikTok for her millennial rant in response to a
reporter’s request on “perks millennials want in the workplace.”
Within a matter of weeks the video was viewed 1.2 million times,
growing her account to over 70,000 followers.
Not surprisingly, an offer for a book deal quickly followed.
Jessie’s book, THE WITCH'S WAY TO WEALTH teaches practical
financial strategies using mindset work and spiritual practices.
Jessie, and her audience, firmly believe that the combination makes
magic happen. With practical tips and guidance she will teach
readers the power of manifestation to bring financial peace and
wealth. This is the financial guide millennials and Gen-Z are seeking.

Praise:

Sourcebooks
Fall 2023

Coming soon!

All Translation Rights
Available
Unedited manuscript
available

About the Author:

Jessie DaSilva, dubbed "The Millennial Money Witch" by Forbes, is an intuitive mindset coach and
business consultant. She helps entrepreneurs start and scale businesses, helps CEOs create supportive
business cultures that increase profits and retain top talent, and helps unhappy employees find their
dream jobs at dream companies for dream pay. She combines business and marketing strategy with her
intuitive and academic knowledge of money manifestation to help entrepreneurs connect with their
wealthiest, most abundant lives. Jessie has been featured in Forbes, Yahoo! Finance, Yahoo News, and
TC Palm Online.
www.jessicadasilva.com
TikTok: @MillennialMoneyWitch
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ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER
By Deanna Singh
A step-by-step guide for managers, teams & DEI leaders
looking to create impactful, lasting change in their
organization, from recruitment to retention & beyond.
Are you tired of hollow promises about diversity, equity, and
inclusion in your organization? Do you want to take steps towards
real change – beyond issuing mission statements, signing checks,
and holding listening sessions – but don’t know where to start?
This book is your answer. Designed for teams to read together, it
offers a comprehensive blueprint for leaders and teams who are
ready to get out of their own way, look at their surroundings with
new eyes, and turn their energy into a concrete plan.
Renowned DEI consultant Deanna Singh has led diversity
trainings for a wide range of organizations, from non-profits to
Fortune 500 companies. Using narratives, case studies, and the
latest DEI research, as well as interactive exercises, Singh will
teach you how to:
• Write inclusive job advertisements because “minorities just
don’t apply here” isn’t an excuse – you’re just not reaching them
• Design an interview process that reduces status quo bias and
challenges hiring decisions that are simply “no brainers”
• Create a retention plan that considers and prioritizes the needs
of underrepresented employees – if you haven’t intentionally
designed one to be inclusive, you’ve unintentionally reinforced one
that is exclusive.
• Lead inclusive meetings – the bedrock of company culture – by
practicing constructive dissent and elevating underrepresented
perspectives

Penguin Random House:
Portfolio
May 2022
UK/Commonwealth rights
available
All translation rights
available
Page proofs available

As Singh has seen time and time again, any organization can
meaningfully change – you just need the right tools.

Praise:

"Practical, powerful and just in time, this is a book that every leader needs to read (and put to work)." –
Seth Godin, Author, The Practice
“Deanna Singh offers a refreshing new roadmap for building a more inclusive workplace -- one that
does not pretend that our social identities do not exist, but that insists that we acknowledge who we are
and where we came from as a powerful tool in creating a more equitable environment.” ~Ximena
Vengoechea, author of Listen Like You Mean It

About the Author:

Deanna Singh is an accomplished author, educator, business leader, and social justice champion who
speaks to over 50,000 people annually, giving audiences the tools and courage to imagine, activate, and
impact the world as agents of change. She has been recognized by the Milwaukee Business Journal as
one of the community’s most influential 40 Under 40 Leaders, the State of Wisconsin as a "Women
Who Inspires," and by Forbes as an "African American Woman Everyone Should Know." She recently
published a book with American Girl, entitled, A Smart Girl’s Guide: Race & Inclusion.
www.deannasingh.com
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Lume Books
December 2020

Prometheus
March 2020

Rowman & Little eld
June 2021

Diversion Books
June 2020

Diversion Books
March 2019

fi
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Rowman & Little eld
May 2021
Sold: Spain

Dundurn
October 2020
Sold: Film
Audio

St. Martin’s Essentials
July 2020

OUR CO-AGENTS
For any territories not listed, please contact Jessica Alvarez at
foreignrights@bookendsliterary.com
For film and tv inquiries, please contact Jenissa Graham at
subrights@bookendsliterary.com
Arabic/Farsi
Literary Sapiens
Zahra Neychin
zahra.neychin@literarysapiens.com

Greece
Read n’ Right Agency
Nike Davarinou: nike@readnright.gr

Azerbaijan/Turkey
Nurcihan Kesim Literary Agency
Filiz Karaman: filiz@nurcihankesim.net

Italy
Gabriella Ambrosioni Literary Agency
Gabriella Ambrosioni
gabriella@gabriellaambrosioni.com
Diletta Cenni: guest@gabriellaambrosioni.com

Bosnia/Bulgaria/Croatia/Hungary/Macedonia/
Montenegro/Romania/Serbia
Corto Literary
Diana Matulić: diana@cortoliterary.com
Marija Bosnjak: marija@cortoliterary.com
Simona Kaleva: simona@cortoliterary.com

Israel
The Deborah Harris Agency
Geula Guerts
geula@thedeborahharrisagency.com

Brazil
Agencia Riff
Roberto Matos: roberto@agenciariff.com.br

Japan
The English Agency
Corinne Shoji: corinne@eaj.co.jp

China/Indonesia/Mongolia/Thailand/Vietnam
Andrew Nurnberg Beijing
Jackie Huang: jhuang@nurnberg.com.cn

Tuttle-Mori Agency
Misa Morikawa: misa@tuttlemori.com

Czech Republic/Slovak Republic/Slovenia
Andrew Nurnberg Prague
Lucie Poláková: polakova@nurnberg.cz

Korea
Eric Yang Agency
Sue Yang: sueyang@eyagency.com

Denmark/Finland/Iceland/the Netherlands/
Norway/Sweden
Marianne Schonbach Literary Agency
Marianne Schonbach:
m.schonbach@schonbach.nl
Diana Gvodzden: d.gvozden@schonbach.nl
Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
Roos Vroonhof: r.vroonhof@schonbach.nl

Latin America/Spain/Portugal
International Editors’ Co.
Valentina Stefanini
valentina.stefanini@internationaleditors.com

France
Agence Michelle Lapautre
Catherine Lapautre: catherine@lapautre.com

Russia/Ukraine
Nova Littera Literary Agency
Anastasia Filippova: pravaru@gmail.com

Germany
Michael Meller Agency
Cristina Bernardi: cbernardi@melleragency.com

Taiwan
Andrew Nurnberg Taiwan
Whitney Hsu: whsu@nurnberg.com.tw

Poland
book/lab
Piotr Wawrzenczyk: piotr@literatura.com.pl
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