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‘Pemi Aguda 

THE SUICIDE MOTHERS 
 

When The Suicide Mothers was a work-in-
progress, it was awarded The Deborah Rogers 
Foundation Writers Award, judged by Max 
Porter, Sarah Perry, and Ian Rankin. Here’s 
what they said:  
 
“And to our winner: first prize goes to ‘Pemi 
Aguda for The Suicide Mothers. This novel 
begins with a real wow moment and sustains 
momentum as it draws us into a world that is 
utterly contemporary yet has room for the mythic 
and supernatural. The politics of Lagos, 
environmental concerns, and the coming of age 
of the young and pregnant protagonist make for 
a wonderfully kinetic and gripping story.” 

 
In The Suicide Mothers, twenty-three-year-
old Yosoye arrives in Lagos from her smaller 

home city of Ibadan, randomly assigned by the government to a post-university internship at a 
high-end architectural firm developing exclusive waterfront housing throughout the city. For 
introverted Yosoye, the plum assignment is a chance to spread her wings, build a full life, and 
envision a rewarding future. However, some sleuthing during her off-hours reveals a dark side to 
the architectural firm she works for. All those pristine developments are going up on land that was 
violently confiscated by the state from poor waterfront communities who had lived on it for 
generations. Yosoye is rattled: How can she envision her own future when she is complicit in 
erasing the past and destroying the future of others? 
 
Yosoye’s personal and professional crisis of faith unfolds against the eerie backdrop of an 
epidemic that is holding Lagos in thrall: all across the city, pregnant women are walking into the 
water, drowning in inexplicable suicides. The discovery that she is unexpectedly pregnant further 
destabilizes Yosoye. In her increasing isolation and dismay, she is visited at night by the suicide 
mothers, who lure her to join them beneath the waves. As Yosoye’s only true friend, Kiitan, battles 
to keep her in the world of the living, Yosoye drifts further away, drawn by the water’s call. 
 
Currently on submission 
 
‘Pemi Aguda was raised in Lago and is a graduate of the Zell MFA program at the University of Michigan. 
She has been building an impressive portfolio of publications (American Short Fiction, Granta, One Story, 
Ploughshares, Tor.com, Zoetrope, and Zyzzyva) and accolades over the last three years, including a 
National Magazine Award finalist citation for “24, Alhaji Street” (published in Zoetrope); and inclusion of 
“Breastmilk” (One Story) in The Best Short Stories 2022: The O. Henry Prize Winners, edited by Valeria 
Luiselli. Her work has been supported by a Bread Loaf Writers Scholarship; an Octavia Butler Memorial 
Scholarship; and an Aspen Words Emerging Writer Fellowship. She was the 2021 Fiction Fellow at the 
Miami Book Fair, where she worked on The Suicide Mothers with Edwidge Danticat; a 2022 MacDowell 
Fellow; and a 2022 Lighthouse Work fellow. 
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‘Pemi Aguda 

GHOSTROOTS: STORIES 
 

“The short stories of the new writer ’Pemi Aguda are so brilliant that she has quickly become a favorite.” –
Jeff VanderMeer from the New York Times Book Review “By the Book”  

 
In Ghostroots, ‘Pemi Aguda vividly evokes “the specter that is Lagos, bright and glittering from 
a distance, nothing but grime and sweat up close.” The thirteen dazzling stories in this collection 
reveal starkly different facets of the city, from its streets full of “bustling pedestrians, evangelizing 
preachers, bus drivers yelling for passengers” to its colorful markets, polished offices, humble 
family homes, gated estates, and haunted houses. Against these varied backdrops, in stories 
grounded in the terrestrial world but well traversed by ghosts and spirits, characters vie for 
freedom from ancestral ties to family and community, from which it sometimes seems there can 
be no escape. 
 
In “Manifest,” a young woman’s mother begins to see the ghost of her own abusive mother in her 
daughter’s face. Shortly after, the young woman is overtaken by increasingly wicked and 
destructive impulses. This spooky tale of possession invites us to question the extent to which we 
control our own destiny, and how evil is perpetuated down the generations. In “Breastmilk,” a wife 
forgives her husband for his infidelity. When, months later, she is unable to produce milk for her 
newborn, she blames herself for failing to uphold her own mother’s feminist values and doubts 
her own fitness for motherhood. In “The Hollow,” a junior architect shows up to take the 
measurements of a house her firm will be renovating; but the house, with its logic-defying layout 
and walls that seem to shift, gets the best of her. When the owner divulges the troubled history of 
the family who lived there, the architect is flooded with her own suppressed memories. These and 
other stories in Ghostroots dramatize the tension between our yearning to be individuals and the 
ways we are haunted by what came before. 
 
Currently on submission 

 
‘Pemi Aguda was raised in Lago and is a graduate of the Zell MFA program at the University of Michigan. 
She has been building an impressive portfolio of publications (American Short Fiction, Granta, One Story, 
Ploughshares, Tor.com, Zoetrope, and Zyzzyva) and accolades over the last three years, including a 
National Magazine Award finalist citation for “24, Alhaji Street” (published in Zoetrope); and inclusion of 
“Breastmilk” (One Story) in The Best Short Stories 2022: The O. Henry Prize Winners, edited by Valeria 
Luiselli. Her work has been supported by a Bread Loaf Writers Scholarship; an Octavia Butler Memorial 
Scholarship; and an Aspen Words Emerging Writer Fellowship. She was the 2021 Fiction Fellow at the 
Miami Book Fair, where she worked on The Suicide Mothers with Edwidge Danticat; a 2022 MacDowell 
Fellow; and a 2022 Lighthouse Work fellow. 
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Nathan Ballingrud 

THE STRANGE 

 
“The most enjoyable novel I’ve read in years, no contest. 
Before The Strange, I never realized I wanted to be 
marooned on the dustbowl of Mars, joining an epic quest 
through ghost towns haunted by the living. Ballingrud is 
already a master of literary horror, his short stories 
consistently brilliant. But in his page-turner of a debut novel, 
that talent radiates brighter than ever before.” ––Mat 
Johnson, author of Invisible Things and Pym 

 
1931, New Galveston, Mars: Fourteen-year-old 
Anabelle Crisp sets off across the Martian desert to 
find the criminals who have stolen the last memory of 
her mother, broken her father’s heart, and left her 
burning with a need for revenge. Shortly after 
Annabelle’s mother leaves Mars to tend to her dying 
mother, all communication from Earth stops. No more 
ships, no more messages, and no explanations. The 
colonists on Mars, frightened and bereft, come to refer 
to it as the Silence. Her only real friend is the robotic 
dishwasher she’s named Watson, and her only 
escape from worry comes from the movies and dime 
novels she loves. 
 
Everything changes one night when a group of 
mysterious desert cultists known as the Moths raid the 

diner at closing time, beating her father and robbing them of several items – one of which is the 
final recording of her mother’s voice, with messages left for both of them. As the people of New 
Galveston debate how best to respond, Anabelle fumes at their inaction and ranges out into the 
Martian desert on a search for the Moths, both to recover her mother’s recording and to exact 
revenge on them. Joining her are her robot Watson; Joe Reilly, a disgraced spaceship pilot; and 
Sally Milkwood, a notorious moonshiner who participated in the robbery at the diner. 
 
Before they can brave the Martian desert they must pass through Dig Town, a derelict mining 
community where a mineral called the Strange has warped the residents in frightening ways. 
Along the journey Anabelle discovers Mars is a haunted world, infested with ghosts and alive with 
malignant intent – and New Galveston, once thought a safe haven, little more than a guttering 
candle in a dark world. At once evoking the dreams of a lost America and the harder realities of 
frontier life, Ballingrud’s novel is stirring in its evocation of Anabelle’s quest for revenge amidst a 
spent and angry world. 
 
US/Canada: Saga Press/S&S (March 2023) 
UK: Titan Books 
 
Nathan Ballingrud is the author of Wounds: Six Stories from the Border of Hell, and North American Lake 

Monsters, winner of the 2013 Shirley Jackson Award. He has been shortlisted for the World Fantasy, British 

Fantasy, and Bram Stoker Awards. His stories have been adapted into the Hulu series Monsterland. The 

Strange is his first novel. He lives in Asheville, North Carolina. 
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Lisa Barr 

THE LAST SEDUCTION 
 

The Last Seduction is the captivating tale of iconic 
film legend Lena Browning, known in her heyday as 
“THE Face” from her youth in the Warsaw ghetto, to 
her rise to stardom in Hollywood’s golden era of the 
1950’s, to the present time. Now a famously reclusive 
older grande dame of the movie industry, Lena agrees 
to have her life made into a biopic by young starlet 
Sienna under one condition: she insists on acting out 
the final scene in real-time with no script, no 
rehearsal. One scene, one act. Lena’s plan is to use 
Sienna to right the wrongs of her past. Her final act, 
“the last seduction” like her acting career as a 
renowned femme fatale, will be one of exquisite 
vengeance. 
 
The Last Seduction is a propulsive novel filled with 
murder, scandal, secrets, deception, and art. In her 
final act, our complex protagonist will ironically find 
her new beginning. Think Mila 18 meets The Seven 
Husband of Evelyn Hugo. 

 
US/Canada: HarperCollins (Spring 2024)  
 
Lisa Barr is the award-winning author of Woman on Fire, The Unbreakables, and the historical thriller 
Fugitive Colors. She served as an editor for The Jerusalem Post, managing editor of Today’s Chicago 
Woman, and an editor/reporter for the Chicago Sun-Times. She has been featured on Good Morning 
America and TODAY for her work as an author/journalist/blogger.   
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Lisa Barr 
WOMAN ON FIRE 
 

A New York Times and USA Today Bestseller 
 
"An exuberant and propulsive thriller laced with sex, art, and 
history. Lisa Barr has created an unforgettable story that forces 
readers to question where the line should be drawn between the 
pursuit of justice and the hunt for revenge."  
—Alyson Richman, bestselling author of The Secret of Clouds 

 
The suspenseful tale of a young journalist embroiled in a 
major art scandal around a Nazi-looted masterpiece, forcing 
the ultimate showdown.  
 
“Woman on Fire”, the last masterpiece by murdered 
Expressionist artist Ernst Engel, has been lost to history for 
over seventy-five years. But after a secret treasure trove of 
modern art, worth $1.5 billion dollars, is stolen in Munich from 
the heir of Hitler’s “art thief”, rumors swirl that the infamous 
painting is among the loot. Art dealer Margaux de Laurent, 
the ruthless scion to the art world’s most prominent dynasty, 
will stop at nothing to stake her claim to the artwork. 
Meanwhile, Ellis Baum, a fashion icon with a hidden past, is 
also determined to find “Woman on Fire” and bring her home. 

Ellis employs investigative reporter Dan Mansfield to help him, but insists the mission must remain 
top-secret. Dan, in turn, recruits young and brilliant journalist Jules Roth to follow the trail. What 
begins as a race to find a long-lost painting becomes a thrilling story of deception, revenge, and 
harrowing family secrets. 
 
In the vein of Cristina Alger’s The Banker’s Wife, with prose as glittering and luminescent as a 
Klimt painting, Lisa Barr returns with a riveting novel of art and love. 
  
US/Canada: HarperCollins (March 2022)  Film Rights: The Vanguard  
UK: Welbeck       France: l’Archipel                                                        
Czech Republic: Grada     Portugal: Edicoes ASA II 
 
Lisa Barr is the award-winning author of Woman on Fire, The Unbreakables, and the historical thriller 
Fugitive Colors. She served as an editor for The Jerusalem Post, managing editor of Today’s Chicago 
Woman, and an editor/reporter for the Chicago Sun-Times. She has been featured on Good Morning 
America and TODAY for her work as an author/journalist/blogger.   
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Jai Chakrabarti 
A SMALL SACRIFICE FOR AN ENORMOUS HAPPINESS: STORIES 
 

“These are beautiful stories, sometimes wrenching, 
sometimes redeeming, always pulling us into unexpected 
spaces—of the world, of the human heart. Chakrabarti is an 
accomplished and insightful writer.” —Chitra Banerjee 
Divakaruni, best-selling author of The Last 
Queen and The Forest of Enchantments  

An immersive, globe-trotting short story collection from 
the National Jewish Book Award-winning author of A 
Play for the End of the World (“an impressive debut”—
Meg Wolitzer). 

In the fourteen masterful stories that make up this 
collection, Jai Chakrabarti crosses continents and 
cultures to excavate the lives of people in the throes of 
change. A closeted gay man in 1980s Kolkata seeks to 
have a child with his lover’s wife. An Indian widow, 
engaged to a Jewish man, struggles to balance her 
cultural identity with the rituals and traditions of her 
newfound family. An American musician travels to see 
his guru for the final time—and makes a promise he 
cannot keep. A young woman from an Indian village 
arrives in Brooklyn to care for the toddler of a biracial 
couple. And a mystical agent is sent by a mother to 

solve her son’s domestic problems.  

Throughout, the characters’ most vulnerable desires power life-altering decisions. The stories in A 
Small Sacrifice for an Enormous Happiness capture men and women struggling with 
transformation and familial bonds; they traverse the intersections of countries and cultures to 
illuminate what it means to love in uncertain times; and they showcase the skill of a storyteller 
who dazzles with the breadth of his vision. 
 
Throughout, it is the character’s most vulnerable desires that power life-altering decisions. The 
stories in A Small Sacrifice for an Enormous Happiness capture men and women struggling 
with transformation and familial bonds; they traverse the intersections of countries and cultures 
to illuminate what it means to love in uncertain times; and they showcase the skill of a storyteller 
who dazzles with the breadth of his vision. 
  
US/Canada: Knopf (February 2023) 
 
Jai Chakrabarti is the author of the debut novel A Play for the End of the World (Knopf), which won 
the 2021 National Jewish Book Award and was longlisted for the PEN/Faulkner Award. His fiction has 
appeared in numerous journals and has been anthologized in The O. Henry Prize Stories, The Best 
American Short Stories, and awarded a Pushcart Prize. Chakrabarti was an Emerging Writer Fellow 
with A Public Space and received his MFA from Brooklyn College. He was born in Kolkata, India, and 
now lives in Brooklyn, New York, with his family. 
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Jai Chakrabarti 

Backlist 

Longlisted for the 2022 PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction 
Winner of the National Jewish Book Award in Debut Fiction 
 
US/Canada: Knopf (2021) 
Film/TV: Loudmouth Media 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 
 

Jennine Capó Crucet 

SAY HELLO TO MY LITTLE FRIEND 

“Both urgently of-the-moment and destined to be a 

classic.” ―Curtis Sittenfeld / Vanity Fair on Make 

Your Home Among Strangers 
 
By turns satirical and surreal, Say Hello to My 
Little Friend combines elements of the 
quintessential immigrant-story-gone-haywire film 
Scarface with the classic novel Moby Dick, all set 
in a sinking Miami in 2017.  
 
When his career as an unauthorized Pitbull 
impersonator comes to an abrupt end, Israel 
“Izzy” Reyes decides to model himself after Tony 
Montana in Scarface: like his idol, he’ll learn to 
smuggle Cuban refugees into the U.S. Along with 
his sidekick Rudy, Izzy’s digressions take the pair 
around the city of Miami: its malls, its 
neighborhoods, its unhealthy obsessions with 

breast augmentation and leg days at the gym, and its nightclubs past and present. 
 
When Izzy and Rudy head to the Miami Aquarium for inspiration, they meet the novel’s other 
protagonist: Lolita, a captive orca. She finds that she can hear Izzy’s thoughts and influence his 
actions—though she can’t be sure if this is real or if it’s a result of her intense loneliness. As an 
impending hurricane threatens to upend Miami, Izzy, Lolita, and a cast of characters are drawn 
together in an epic quest and a story that asks: what makes a hero, and what dreams are worth 
chasing?   
 

US/Canada: Simon & Schuster (2024) 
UK: Riverrun 
Film/TV: AMC 

 
Jennine Capó Crucet is the author of Make Your Home Among Strangers, winner of the International 
Latino Book Award and cited as a best book of the year by NBC Latino, the Guardian, and the Miami Herald; 
and of How to Leave Hialeah, which won the Iowa Short Fiction Award and the John Gardner Book Prize. 
She is also a contributing Opinion Writer for The New York Times and a recipient of an O. Henry Prize. Her 
essay collection, My Time Among the Whites, was published by Picador in September 2019. 
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Jonathan Escoffery 

IF I SURVIVE YOU 

 

Longlisted for a 2022 National Book Award 
 
“If I Survive You is a collection of connected short stories that reads 
like a novel, that reads like real life, that reads like fiction written at 
the highest level. This is a compelling hurricane of a book that 
sweeps the past, present and future together into one inextricable 
knot. This is where Jonathan Escoffrey's career begins. There are 
no limits to where he will go."––Ann Patchett, author of The Dutch 
House 

A collection of linked short stories about a family that escapes 
political violence in Jamaica only to face complex problems of 
a different sort as they attempt to put down roots in Miami.  
 
If I Survive You centers on Trelawny, the US-born younger 
son of a Jamaican-American family, as he navigates 
turbulence in a family strained to the breaking point by cultural 
and intergenerational tension, and simultaneously confronts 
the confounding issues of race and belonging that cast long 
shadows over his childhood and stymie his transition into 
adulthood. The collection opens with “In Flux,” a tour de force 
exploration of identity and the psychology of race in America. 

Escoffery has a warm, slyly clever voice that captures the cultural dislocation and alienation of 
immigrant families. Readers follow Trelawny’s story both backward into childhood—one ripped 
apart, literally, by Hurricane Andrew and, figuratively, by his parents’ divorce—and forward as he 
struggles to carve out a place for himself in post–2008 recession Miami. After a rift with his father, 
Topper, he claws his way out of disconnection and homelessness, stories told in “Odd Jobs” and 
“Independent Living.” “Under the Ackee Tree,” written in a rich Jamaican patois, grapples with 
Topper’s failings as a father while evoking the aching sadness of being uprooted from one’s 
homeland. The closing title story, a harrowing and emotionally mature reckoning with generations 
of familial pain, brings us back to Trelawny as it digs deeper into the primary themes of inheritance 
and legacy.  
 
If I Survive You establishes Jonathan Escoffery’s profound abilities beyond dispute, showcasing 
his lyricism, his strong, intelligent voice, his gift for narrative, his cultural and political astuteness, 
and his delightful sense of humor. 
 
US/Canada: FSG (September 2022)  France: Albin Michel      
UK: Fourth Estate    Germany: Piper 
Canada: McClelland & Stewart  Spain & Latin America: Alianza 
     
 
Jonathan Escoffery is the recipient of the 2020 Plimpton Prize for Fiction, a 2020 NEA fellowship, and the 
2020 ASME Award for Fiction from the American Society of Magazine Editors for his story “Under the Ackee 
Tree” (The Paris Review). His stories have appeared in American Short Fiction, Electric Literature’s 
Recommended Reading, ZYZZYVA, Prairie Schooner, and AGNI. He is a 2021-2022 Stegner Fellow and 
a doctoral fellow in the University of Southern California’s PhD in Creative Writing and Literature Program. 
He is a Jamaican American writer who grew up in Miami, Florida. 
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Juliette Fay 

THE HALF OF IT  

“Imbued with her trademark warmth and wit, The Half of It 
by Juliette Fay is a gorgeously written stunner of a novel 
about family, love, grief, and ultimately, second chances. 
Fay is a master of creating characters who feel so real, 
their stories so emotionally resonant -- I know that Helen 
and Cal and their families will linger in my heart long after 
I turned the last page.” –Jillian Cantor, USA Today 
bestselling author of Beautiful Little Fools 

With humor, heart, and grace, USA Today bestselling 
author Juliette Fay delivers an immensely satisfying 
page-turner, perfect for fans of Josie Silver and Jojo 
Moyes. 
 
When 58-year-old Helen Spencer reviews her life, what 
she sees are the mistakes. Over the years, things 
seemed to go sideways incrementally, one little wrong 
decision at a time. She can even pinpoint where it all 
started to go awry: a wonderous, romantic night in the 
woods her senior year of high school with a boy named 
Cal Crosby. A night she would soon work hard to forget. 
Forty years, one marriage, three children, and one 
grandbaby later, suddenly there he is—Cal (expletive) 

Crosby!—right in front of her with grandchildren of his own in tow. The chance to finally get some 
answers and sort out what happened is within reach. But Helen would much prefer to keep that 
night and all the fury, hurt, and sorrow that followed tightly locked away where she doesn’t have 
to face it.  
 
Cal Crosby, however, is ready to talk. He has no idea of the can of worms he’s about to open. In 
fact, he doesn’t know the half of it. 
 
A warm and poignant novel about settling the past, rekindling lost friendships, and rediscovering 
love when you least expect it. 
 
US/Canada: William Morrow (April 2023) 

Juliette Fay is the award-winning, bestselling author of five previous novels, including Shelter Me, a 
Massachusetts Book Award and Indie Next pick, and The Tumbling Turner Sisters, a USA 
Today bestseller. Juliette is a graduate of Boston College and Harvard University, and lives in 
Massachusetts with her family. 
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Carlos Fonseca 

AUSTRAL 

“Following the steps of Horacio Castellanos Moya and Roberto 
Bolaño, Carlos Fonseca is one of those great writers who are 
able to capture the global experience from a Latin American 
perspective… Novels such as his question the history of 
humanity while remaining loyal to it, however terrible or 
tragic.” –Le Grand Continent 
 
An English writer attempts to finish her last manuscript as 
she suffers from aphasia. A last indigenous speaker 
faces the extinction of his culture, and an anthropologist 
seeks to save his language. A survivor from the 
Guatemalan genocide gathers lost memories after 
trauma from war, through the construction of an esoteric 
memory theatre. The narrator, a disillusioned literary 
professor, comes to terms with his past through an old 
friend’s posthumous manuscript, a book on the footprints 
we leave, the ones we erase and the ones we try to 
reshape.  
 
Austral is a story of mourning but also the story of a 
return: the narrator to himself, the protagonist to 
Latin America. An ecological novel that traces, against 
contemporary tourist landscapes, the courage of those 

last guardians who refuse to surrender to the monstrous and violent course of modernity. A global 
novel on the dangers of globalization and on the multiple deserts and the multiple ruins that it 
leaves behind. From the arid Guatemalan lands to the high Peruvian Amazon, passing through 
Nueva Germania, the antisemite commune founded in Paraguay by Nietzsche’s 
sister, Austral takes us on a long journey to the south in its attempt to excavate the origins of 
contemporary xenophobia. A powerful reflection on language, art and nature, that responds to a 
calling, one that’s easier said than done: getting closer to distant pain. An English sample is 
available. 
 

US/Canada: FSG (May 2023)   Greece: Kastaniotis 
UK: MacLehose     Spain: Anagrama 
France: Scribes/Gallimard    Turkey: Metis 
Germany: Wagenbach     
 
Managed by Sandra Pareja (sandra@mmqlit.com) 

 
Carlos Fonseca (Costa Rica, 1987) has been named one of the twenty best Latin American writers born 
in the 1980s at the Guadalajara Book Fair, and in 2017 he was included in the Bogotá39 list of the best 
Latin American writers under forty. In 2021, he was featured on Britannica’s “20 Under 40: Young Shapers 
of the Future” and Granta chose him as a “Best Young Spanish Language Novelist”. His work has been 
featured in The Guardian, The White Review, Bomb Magazine, Letras Libres, Literary Hub. He is a Trinity 
College Fellow in Cambridge, and lives in London. 

  

mailto:sandra@mmqlit.com
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Sarah Jackson 

A BIT MUCH 

“What do you do when the one person in the world who 
understands the ugliest and most glorious parts of you may be 
dying? Is it possible to love while suffering anticipatory grief? 
Sarah Jackson answers these questions with a flourish, in a 
wickedly funny voice that captures all the awkward nuances of 
being twenty-four. Her debut novel is an audacious celebration 
of the young women who are too often told they are a bit much.” 
—Doretta Lau, author of How Does a Single Blade of Grass 
Thank the Sun?  

Alice is in the midst of a breakdown. The twenty-four-
year-old has lost her job, which she hated but needed. 
She’s finding it difficult to eat and is losing too much 
weight; she can’t sleep; and she spends her days lying in 
bed, scrolling through social media, instead of 
responding to concerned friends and family. Alice has a 
singular focus: Mia, her closest friend since childhood, 
who’s currently being treated for a serious illness. Mia 
has always been an emotional anchor, and Alice can’t 
stand to watch her best friend’s body break down.  

Still focused on all things Mia while trying to do “normal” 
activities to convince others she’s a stable, happy 
woman, Alice meets her new neighbor, James. He’s 

interested in her, but Alice is resistant. She’s never had luck with dating, so doesn’t feel hopeful 
about James: besides, why focus on anything else when Mia so clearly needs her?  

Mia encourages Alice to keep moving, to date, go out, work, even as her own condition worsens 
and the relationship between the best friends becomes strained. But as Alice tries to push herself 
to do more and to connect with James, she struggles to get out of her own head and out of her 
own way. 

Reminiscent of Sally Rooney’s Normal People and the shrewd observations of Halle Butler’s The 
New Me, A Bit Much is a sharp and dazzling debut, heralding a new voice in millennial fiction.  
 
Canada: Penguin (June 2022) 
 
Sarah Jackson works in publishing. She studied English Literature at the University of Toronto and lives 
in Toronto. 
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Adam Langer  

CYCLORAMA 

"As the old saying goes, comedy equals tragedy plus time. Adam 
Langer’s new novel, Cyclorama, significantly complicates that 
equation... Langer is as good a prop master as the one for 
Netflix’s Stranger Things, judiciously peppering his pages with 
relics from the past... the literary equivalent of a Mary Lou Retton 
tumbling pass." –Alexandra Jacobs, New York Times  
 

The deeply moving, propulsive story of ten teenagers 
brought together by a high school production of The Diary 
of Anne Frank that will shape and influence the rest of their 
lives. 
 
Evanston, Illinois, 1982. A group of students at a magnet 
high school meet to audition for the spring play. They are 
eager for the chance to escape their difficult everyday lives. 
Declan, an experienced senior, is confident he'll get his first-
choice role, but when the capricious, charismatic drama 
director casts Franklin, an unknown underclassman-and 
the two are seen alone at the director's house-a series of 
events that will haunt the cast for years begins to unfold. 
 
2016. The actors have moved on with their lives. Some are 

wildly successful, some never left their hometown, and some just want to be left alone. Everything 
changes, however, when one former cast member comes forward with an allegation dating back 
to the time of the play. The consequences of this public revelation will be far-reaching and 
complex, reverberating through all of their lives in unexpected ways. 
 
US/Canada: Bloomsbury (August 2022) 
 
Adam Langer is a journalist, editor, and the author of a memoir and five novels including The 
Washington Story, Ellington Boulevard, The Thieves of Manhattan, The Salinger Contract, and the 
internationally best-selling novel Crossing California, which was described in the Chicago Tribune by 
James Atlas as “the most vivid novel about Chicago since Saul Bellow's Herzog and the most 
ambitious debut set in Chicago since Philip Roth's Letting Go.” Formerly a senior editor at Book 
Magazine and a frequent contributor to the New York Times, he currently serves as culture editor at 
The Forward. 
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Kelly Link 

THE BOOK OF LOVE 

In the middle of the night, three 
teenagers—Laura, Daniel, and 
Mo—missing for a year and 
presumed dead, suddenly 
reappear along with a nameless 
fourth boy in their high school 
music teacher’s classroom. The 
teacher, Mr. Anabin, and a 
shadowy entity, Bogomil, who 
rules the otherworldly realm 
where Laura and the others were 
imprisoned, strike a bargain 
giving two of the four teens a 
chance to return permanently to 
their mortal lives. To do so, they 
must solve the mystery of their 
deaths and learn how to manage 

the magic they now possess. While they go about accomplishing these tasks, they realize the 
world around them has continued as if they never went missing––parents and friends think they’ve 
been enjoying freshman year at a music conservatory in Ireland. Other supernatural beings with 
their own agendas begin to descend upon the small seaside town of Lovesend, Massachusetts, 
while Susannah––Laura’s sister, Mo’s friend, and Daniel’s ex––attempts to make sense of what 
she feels versus what she is slowly beginning to remember. 
 
In The Book of Love, Kelly Link is at the height of her powers, investigating everything from the 
uncanny to the nature of friendship and family ties with her trademark compassion, wit, literary 
derring-do, and intelligence. The Book of Love will leave no doubt as to why The New York 
Times hailed her as “a sorceress to be reckoned with.” 
 

US/Canada: Random House (Spring 2024) 
UK: Head of Zeus 
 
Kelly Link’s most recent collection (Get in Trouble; 2014), was a Pulitzer Prize finalist, a national bestseller, 
and named one of the Best Books of the Year by The Washington Post, NPR, the Chicago Tribune, Time, 
Slate, and the San Francisco Chronicle. She is the author of three other collections: Stranger Things 
Happen, Magic for Beginners, and Pretty Monsters. Her short stories have been published in A Public 
Space, One Story, Tin House, The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction, The Best American Short 
Stories, and Prize Stories: The O. Henry Awards. She currently lives with her husband and daughter in 
Northampton, Massachusetts. She was awarded a MacArthur Fellowship (aka Genius Grant) in 2018. 
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Kelly Link 

WHITE CAT, BLACK DOG 

“Kelly Link’s stories are spooky and funny, grounded and floating, and 
as always, Link’s own, completely. There is no mistaking a story by 
Kelly Link. This book is sublime.”—Emma Straub, author of This 
Time Tomorrow 
 

White Cat, Black Dog is MacArthur Fellow Kelly Link’s 
dazzlingly imaginative new collection of seven fairy tales, each 
one ingeniously transfigured and reinvented for the modern 
world. Finding seeds of inspiration in the Brothers Grimm, 
seventeenth-century French tales, Scottish ballads, and other 
source material, Link spins them into utterly original tales of 
seekers—characters on the hunt, whether it be for love, 
connection, revenge, or their own identity and purpose. 

In the opening story, “The White Cat’s Divorce,” a mordantly 
funny take on a classic quest tale, an aging billionaire haunted 
by the specter of death sends his three sons on a series of 
absurd goose chases. The youngest, after stumbling onto a 
Colorado pot farm during a blizzard, would be content to spend 

the rest of his days there, pitching in on the farm and getting high. But the white cat who runs the 
farm, and who becomes the first steady source of love the young man has ever known, has a 
dark agenda of her own. In “The Girl Who Did Not Know Fear,” a professor with a delicate health 
condition becomes stranded for days in Detroit after a conference. Time seems eerily suspended 
as she shuttles between the airport, trying to get home to her wife and young daughter, and the 
airport hotel, where she spends nights swimming in the deserted pool. But this is only an illusion: 
time is hurtling forward, and the professor is in acute danger of being late for an appointment that 
cannot be missed. In “Skinder’s Veil,” the final tale and pièce de résistance, a young man agrees 
to take over a remote house-sitting gig for a friend with an emergency situation. But what should 
be a chance to focus on his long-avoided dissertation instead becomes a wildly unexpected 
journey, as the house seems to be a portal for otherworldly travelers—or perhaps a door into his 
own mysterious psyche. 

In White Cat, Black Dog, Kelly Link demonstrates anew what makes her the queen of blending 
realism and speculative elements. Twisting and winding in astonishing ways; hilarious, deeply 
empathetic, and never predictable; these stories will remind readers once again why Kelly Link is 
incomparable in her art. 

US/Canada: Random House (March 2023)   
UK: Head of Zeus 
 
Kelly Link’s most recent collection (Get in Trouble; 2014), was a Pulitzer Prize finalist, a national bestseller, 
and named one of the Best Books of the Year by The Washington Post, NPR, the Chicago Tribune, Time, 
Slate, and the San Francisco Chronicle. She is the author of three other collections: Stranger Things 
Happen, Magic for Beginners, and Pretty Monsters. Her short stories have been published in A Public 
Space, One Story, Tin House, The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction, The Best American Short 
Stories, and Prize Stories: The O. Henry Awards. She currently lives with her husband and daughter in 
Northampton, Massachusetts.  
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Kelly Link 

Backlist 

Pulitzer Prize Finalist 2016 

 

US/Canada: Random House 

UK: Canongate 

Australia: Text 

Brazil: Alaude Editorial 

Spanish (world): Seix Barral 

Turkey: Ithaki 

 

 

 

 

 

 

US/Canada: Random House 

UK: Harper UK 

Argentina and Chile: Evaristo Editorial 

Spain: Seix Barral 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

US/Canada: Small Beer Press 

Argentina and Chile: Evaristo Editorial 
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Julia Malye 

LA LOUISIANE 

La Louisiane is inspired by the true, barely known story of the 
Baleine Brides, eighty-eight orphan girls who were pretty much 
imprisoned in the Parisian hospital La Salpetrière, to then be 
abducted out of desperate need for the colonies. The author 
retraces the steps of three of these eight-eight women, 
reincarnates not their adventure but their constant adaptation 
for survival as they navigate the treacherous world of yellow 
fever, war, famine, slavery, raging husbands and hurricanes. 
The smallest agency these women find, they hang on to it with 
their lives.  

Geneviève, a queer abortionist, guided by her very brief idyllic 
childhood in Provence; Charlotte, a twelve-year old bride who 
never met any blood relative; Pétronille, a fallen aristocrat who 
struggles with mental heath issues difficult to diagnose. The 
three of them discover friendship, sexuality, motherhood, grief, 
without prejudice, filters, set frameworks. These three women 

who were born and raised into the thickest solitude, to then sink even deeper into it, betray each 
other but also save each other without knowing it. Other multi-faceted characters mark their way 
and also tell this collectively told tale: Etiennette, Charlotte’s best friend who settles for any easy 
way out; Atawah, a herbal doctor from the Natchez tribe, who both loves and hates Pétronille. We 
witness them as they grow older and learn how, in very limited circumstances, to choose the 
direction of their own lives, heroically breaking free from the confines of their caste.  

US: Harper Books (March 2024)    Polish: Muza S.A. 
UK: Headline Review     Norway: Gyldendal Norsk 
France: Stock / Livre de Poche (2023)  Germany: Hanser 
Spain: Salamandra     Serbia: Dereta 
Italy: Mondadori     Russia: Arkadia Publishers 
Netherlands: Podium     Arabic: Dar al Adab 
Portugal: Penguin     Hungary: Helikon Kiado 
Greece: Metaixmio     Catalan: Edicions 62 
Israel: Tchelet      Turkey: Ithaki 
Czech: Albatros     TV/Film: Legendary/Glengrove 
Lithuania: Alma Littera 
 
Managed by Sandra Pareja (sandra@mmqlit.com) 

Julia Malye (Paris, 1994), a graduate of Oregon State University’s MFA program in fiction, is the author of 
three published novels—La fiancée de Tocqueville, which was awarded the Prix des Lycéens du Salon du 
Livre du Touquet in 2010, Thémoé, nominated for the Prix du Jury du Salon du Livre du Touquet in 2013, 
and Les fantômes de Christopher D. (Fayard, 2016). Malye was awarded the Prix de la Nouvelle of La 
Sorbonne Nouvelle and was a recipient of the Fulbright Commission's Leonora Lindsley Memorial 
Fellowship. Her work in English has appeared in the Chicago Quarterly Review. She lives in Paris where 
she teaches creative writing at Sciences Po Paris, and at the Center for Writing and Rhetoric of Sciences 
Po Paris. 
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Lydia Millet 

DINOSAURS 

“… [E]nfolds thematic and psychological depths in elegant, 
deceptively simply prose…. Another life-affirming work from a 
writer who always carves her own literary path.” –Kirkus 
Reviews (starred review) 

 
A stunning new novel from the author of A Children’s 
Bible, a National Book Award finalist and one of the New 
York Times Book Review’s 10 Best Books of 2020.  
Dinosaurs is the story of an Arizona man’s relationship 
with the family next door, whose house has a wall of 
glass. 
 
Lydia Millet’s exquisite new novel opens with a man 
named Gil walking from New York to Arizona to escape 
the aftermath of a failed love. When he arrives, he 
discovers the house next door has a wall made entirely 
of glass. New neighbors soon move in — a beautiful 
mother and handsome father, an aloof teenage girl and 
vulnerable young boy. Captivated by the family, Gil 
begins to emerge from solitude. Within the friendships 
and griefs of the story Millet etches an uncanny edge 
between self and community, evoking the daunting 
scale of the crises that face us as well as the question 
of what one person can do in the world. Written with 

blistering humor and gentle benevolence, Dinosaurs asks: How can a person be good? In the 
shadow of existential threat, where does hope live? 
 
Compellingly told, emotionally moving, intellectually rich, Dinosaurs is a significant new work by 
an important American novelist. 
 
World English: W.W. Norton (October 2022)    Film/TV: Sony 
Audio: Dreamscape              French: Editions Les Escales 
Dutch: Meulenhoff 
      
Lydia Millet has won awards from PEN Center USA and the American Academy of Arts and Letters, and 
her books have been finalists for the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Award, the National Book Critics 
Circle Award, and the Los Angeles Times Book Prize. She lives outside Tucson, Arizona. 
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Lydia Millet 

Backlist 

World English: W.W. Norton                                                                                                                                                                                       
Catalan: Angle Editorial 
Dutch: Meulenhoff 
Film/TV: Sister Pictures 
Finland: Schildts & Söderströms 
France: Editions Les Escales 
Germany: btb 
Italy: NN Editore 
Japan: Misuzu Shobo 
Polish: Czarna Owca 
Portugal: Bertrand  
Russia: Sindbad 
Spain: Adn/Alianza 
Turkey: Ithaki 

 

World English: W.W. Norton 

Italy: NN Editore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World English: W.W. Norton 
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Mai Nardone 

WELCOME ME TO THE KINGDOM 

“Welcome Me to the Kingdom is a book I've been waiting for a 
long time. In these intertwined stories of hustlers and ambulance 
drivers, abortionists and Elvis impersonators, expats and hungry 
girls, Mai Nardone transports us to a Thailand as few of us have 
seen it: gritty and lush, spangled and crumbling, aching with grit 
and ecstasy. Luck and want drive these characters across a 
landscape that pulsates with the rawness of life lived under 
unforgiving sun, and Mai Nardone is a writer with an atlas straight 
to the heart. I did not want to put this book down, and neither will 
you.” -Pam Zhang, author of How Much of These Hills Is Gold 
 

The families and friendships in Nardone’s debut collection 
of linked stories Welcome Me to The Kingdom pierce 
through myths and tropes to reveal truths about class, 
race, and religious belief at the center of a Thai culture 
buffeted by the economic and cultural headwinds of global 
capitalism. Unified by a central group of characters we 
meet in the late 20th century and follow into the early 21st, 
amidst the aftershocks of the financial collapse of 1997, 
Welcome Me to The Kingdom is as ambitious as it is 
sprawling in scope: Two friends enter a cock-fighting 
tournament with a legendary bird; Elvis impersonators 
compete for their respective legacies; A depressive father 

seeks to revive his family's social standing decades after emigration to Thailand from a China; 
While sex tourism looms over families and relationships as surely as the Buddhist cults overtaking 
the nation. Throughout, methods of deception characters employ to conceal their identity—hiding 
poverty, lack of education, darker skin tone, or pregnancy—all work to illuminate greater truths 
about generational trauma, and the ways self-image may be constructed within a society in flux.  

Welcome Me to The Kingdom showcases Mai Nardone's insightful and compassionate voice, 
and his gift for building worlds which are equally outrageous and engrossing. Welcome Me to 
The Kingdom is truly unique and easily surpasses any previous portrayal of Thailand at the turn 
of the century.  

US/Canada: Random House (February 2023) 
UK & Commonwealth: Atlantic Books 
 
Mai Nardone is a Thai and American writer living in Bangkok. His short stories have appeared in American 
Short Fiction, McSweeney's Quarterly, and Ploughshares, among other places. He has received fellowships 
& scholarships from Bread Loaf, Kundiman, MacDowell, and Tin House.  
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Tom Perrotta 

TRACY FLICK CAN’T WIN 

"Even more piercing than its predecessor... With a lyric, 
polyphonic intensity, [Perrotta] poses a question to the class: 
What have we learned?”—The New York Times 

 
Tracy Flick is back, and once again the iconic 
protagonist of Tom Perrotta’s Election—and Reese 
Witherspoon’s character from the classic movie 
adaptation—is determined to take high school politics 
by storm. Tracy Flick is a hard-working assistant 
principal at a public high school in suburban New 
Jersey. Still ambitious, but feeling a little stuck and 
under-appreciated in midlife, Tracy gets a jolt of good 
news when the long-time principal, Jack Weede, 
abruptly announces his retirement, creating a rare 
opportunity for Tracy to ascend to the top job.  
 
Energized by the prospect of her long-overdue 
promotion, Tracy throws herself into the new school 
year with renewed zeal, determined to prove her worth 
to the students, faculty, and School Board, while also 
managing her personal life—a ten-year-old daughter, a 
needy doctor boyfriend, and a burgeoning meditation 
practice. But nothing ever comes easily to Tracy Flick, 
no matter how diligent or qualified she happens to be.  

 
Among her many other responsibilities, Tracy is enlisted to serve on the Selection Committee for 
the brand-new Green Meadow High School Hall of Fame. Her male colleagues’ determination to 
honor Vito Falcone—a star quarterback of dubious character who had a brief, undistinguished 
career in the NFL—triggers bad memories for Tracy and leads her to troubling reflections about 
the trajectory of her own life, and the forces that have left her feeling thwarted and disappointed, 
unable to fulfill her true potential. As she broods on the past, Tracy becomes aware of storm 
clouds brewing in the present. Is she really a shoo-in for the Principal job? Is the Superintendent 
plotting against her? Why is the School Board President’s wife trying so hard to be her friend? 
And why can’t she ever get what she deserves? 
 
In classic Perrotta style, Tracy Flick Can’t Win is a sharp, darkly comic page-turner, and a pitch 
perfect reflection on our current moment. Flick fans and newcomers alike will love this 
compulsively readable novel chronicling the second act of one of the most memorable characters 
of our time. 
 
US/Canada: Scribner (June 2022) 
Spain: Libros del Asteroide 
 
Tom Perrotta is the bestselling author of nine works of fiction, including Election and Little Children, both 
of which were made into critically acclaimed movies, and The Leftovers and Mrs. Fletcher, which were both 

adapted into HBO series. He lives outside Boston.  
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Tom Perrotta 

Backlist 

UK: Corsair 

US/Canada: Scribner 

Brazil: Editora Planeta 

France: Fleuve Editions 

Germany: DTV 

Hungary: Geopen Kiado 

Poland: Znak 

Romania: Editura Polirom 

Spain: Libros del Asteroide 

TV/Film: HBO (October 2019) 
 
 

 

 

 

UK: HarperCollins UK 

US/Canada: St. Martin’s Press   

Brazil: Editora Intrinseca Ltda. 

Bulgaria: Ibis Publishers 

Croatia: Algoritam    

Czech Republic: Albatros   

Estonia: Varrak    

France: Fleuve Editions   

Germany: Random House    

Italy: Edizioni E/O    

Hungary: Geopen Kiado 

Korea: Book Plaza 

Netherlands: Lannoo 

Poland: Znak 

Portugal: Bertrand Editora Lda. 

Russia: AST 

Spain (Catalan): Edicions del Periscopi 

Spain: Editorial Hidra  

   Taiwan: Rye Field Publishing 

   Thailand: Rye Field Publishing 

   Turkey: Amarin 

   TV/Film: HBO 
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US/Canada: St. Martin’s Press 

UK: Alison & Busby 

ANZ: Hodder Headline Australia  

China: Jia-Xi Books Co., Ltd. 

Germany: Ullstein 

Italy: Rizzoli  

Netherlands: Bezige Bij 

Norway: Schibsted Forlagene 

Russia: Amphora Publishers 

Spain: Salamandra 

TV/Film: New Line Cinema 

 

 

 

 

US/Canada: GP Putnam 

UK: HarperCollins 

Italy: Edizioni 

Film: Paramount 

Switzerland (German): Scherz Verlag 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



26 
 

Jane Roper  

THE SOCIETY OF SHAME 
 

“A hilarious, fleet-footed romp that skewers contemporary culture, 
marriage, politics, and more even as it reveals the fears and 
desires that so often pit us against each other and ourselves.”  
—Anna Solomon, author of The Book of V  

 
A timely and witty combination of So You’ve Been Publicly 
Shamed and Where’d You Go, Bernadette? that’s both a satire 
of social media stardom and internet activism, and a tender 
mother-daughter tale. 
 
Kathleen Held’s life is turned upside down when she arrives 
home to find her house on fire and her husband on the front 
lawn in his underwear. But the scandal that emerges is not that 
Bill, who’s running for Senate, is having a painfully cliched affair 
with one of his young staffers: it’s that the eyewitness 
photographing the scene accidentally captures a period stain 
on the back of Kathleen’s pants. 
 
Overnight, Kathleen finds herself the unwitting figurehead for a 
social media-centered women’s right movement, 

#YesWeBleed. Humiliated, Kathleen desperately seeks a way to hide from the spotlight. But when 
she stumbles upon the Society of Shame—led by the infamous author Danica Bellevue—
Kathleen finds herself part of a group who are all working to change their lives after their own 
scandals. Using the teachings of the society, Kathleen channels her newfound fame as a means 
to reap the benefits of her humiliation and reclaim herself. But as she ascends to celebrity status, 
Kathleen’s growing obsession with maintaining her popularity online threatens her most important 
relationship IRL: that with her budding activist daughter, Aggie. The Society of Shame is a pitch-
perfect romp through politics and the perils of being “extremely online”—without losing your sanity 
or your true self. 
 
US/Canada: Anchor (April 2023) 
 
Jane Roper is the author of two previous books: a memoir, Double Time, and a novel, Eden Lake. She is 
a graduate of the Iowa Writers’ Workshop and lives in the Boston area with her husband and two children. 
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Yaroslov Trofimov 

NO COUNTRY FOR LOVE 
 

No Country for Love is a sweeping family saga of love, 
loss, and survival by the chief foreign-affairs correspondent 
for The Wall Street Journal and the author of two critically 
acclaimed works of nonfiction, Faith at War (Henry Holt) 
and Siege of Mecca (Doubleday). A harrowing and 
heartbreaking novel, No Country for Love is based on the 
remarkable true story of Yaroslav’s grandmother.  
 
1930, Kharkiv. Raised by reformed Jewish parents in a 
country town, seventeen-year-old Deborah Rosenbaum, 
ambitious and in love with literature, arrives in the capital of 
the new Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic to make her 
own fate as a modern woman. The stale and forbidding 
ways of the past are out; it’s a new dawn, the Soviet era, 
where skyscrapers go up overnight. Deborah finds work 
and meets a dashing young officer named Samuel who is 

training to become a fighter pilot. They fall in love, and she conceives a child. But Deborah’s 
prospects—and Ukraine’s—soon dim. Famine plagues the overharvested countryside, and any 
deviation from Moscow-dictated ideology is punished by disappearance: without warning, Samuel 
is sentenced to ten years’ hard labor. Deborah is on her own with a newborn. And this is only the 
beginning. 
 
Germany and Russia mobilize, and Ukraine becomes the no-man's-land during World War II, 
where its yellow fields of wheat run red with blood. Caught in the middle, like her country, Deborah 
must do whatever it takes to survive. Not only to protect herself, but also her increasingly 
observant mother and her increasingly anti-Semitic young son, who is being raised as a Russian. 
Deborah must change her name, renounce her religion, marry a man she doesn’t love, and give 
up on all her dreams. 
 
An ambitious, propulsive historical novel that tells an original story about being Jewish during 
World War II, No Country For Love is for readers of Anthony Doerr’s All the Light We Cannot 
See, Kristin Hannah’s The Nightingale, Jenna Blum’s Those Who Save Us, and Julie Orringer’s 
The Invisible Bridge. 
 
UK & Commonwealth: Little Brown UK (2024)  French: Slatkine Editions 
Dutch: De Fontein       Italy: Nave di Teseo  
 
Yaroslav Trofimov is the chief foreign-affairs correspondent of The Wall Street Journal. He covered the 
Taliban takeover of Afghanistan in 2021 and has been working out of Ukraine since January 2022. Yaroslav 
is the author of two works of nonfiction, Faith at War (Henry Holt, 2005) and Siege of Mecca (Doubleday, 
2007). He was a 2022 Pulitzer Prize Finalist in International Reporting. 
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Camila Sosa Villada 

LAS MALAS/BAD GIRLS 
 

“Beautifully written… a stunning meditation on gender, our bodies, 
and the ties that bind.” –NPR 

 
Gritty and unflinching, yet also tender, fantastical, and funny, 
a tale about finding a community on the margins. 
  
In Sarmiento Park, the green heart of Córdoba, a group of 
trans sex workers make their nightly rounds. When a cry 
comes from the dark, their leader, the 178-year-old Auntie 
Encarna, wades into the brambles to investigate and 
discovers a baby half dead from the cold. She quickly rallies 
the pack to save him, and they adopt the child into their 
fascinating surrogate family as they have so many other 
outcasts, including Camila. 
  
Sheltered in Auntie Encarna’s fabled pink house, they find a 
partial escape from the everyday threats of disease and 
violence, at the hands of clients, cops, and boyfriends. Telling 
their stories—of a mute young woman who transforms into a 
bird, of a Headless Man who fled his country’s wars—as well 

as her own journey from a toxic home in a small, poor town, Camila traces the life of this vibrant 
community throughout the 90s. 
  
Imbuing reality with the magic of a dark fairy tale, Bad Girls offers an intimate, nuanced portrait of 
trans coming-of-age that captures a universal sense of the strangeness of our bodies. It grips and 
entertains us while also challenging ideas about love, sexuality, gender, and identity. 
 
US/Canada: Other Press (May 2022)  Germany: Suhrkamp  
UK: Virago      Italy: Sur 
Brazil: Tusquets     Norway: Camino 
Croatia: Domino     Portugal: BCF Editores 
Denmark: Skjodt     Spain/Latin America: Tusquets 
Film: Optioned      Sweden: Prosak 
France: Metailie      
       
Managed by Sandra Pareja (sandra@mmqlit.com) 
 
Camila Sosa Villada was born in La Falda (Córdoba, Argentina), 1982. She is a writer, actress, and singer, 

and previously earned a living as a sex worker, street vendor, and hourly maid. She holds degrees in 

communication and theater from the National University of Córdoba. Her play Carnes tolendas, retrato 

escénico de un travesti was selected for the 2010 National Theater Festival held in La Plata. Her debut 

novel, Las malas (2019), won the Premio Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz and the Grand Prix de l’Héroïne 

Madame Figaro. It was a bestseller all over the Spanish-speaking world and voted the book of the year of 

most cultural supplements. She is also the author of the story collection Soy una tonta por quererte (2022), 

the book of poetry La novia de Sandro (2020), and the essay El viaje inútil (2019). 
 

 

mailto:sandra@mmqlit.com
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Lidia Yuknavitch 

THRUST 
 

“Lidia Yuknavitch is a writer who, with each ever more 
triumphant book, creates a new language with which she 
writes the audacious stories only she can tell.” —Roxane 
Gay 

 
As rising waters—and an encroaching police state—
endanger her life and family, a girl with the gifts of a 
"carrier" travels through water and time to rescue 
vulnerable figures from the margins of history 
 
Lidia Yuknavitch has an unmatched gift for capturing 
stories of people on the margins—vulnerable humans 
leading lives of challenge and transcendence. Now, 
Yuknavitch offers an imaginative masterpiece: the story 
of Laisvė, a motherless girl from the late 21st century 
who is learning her power as a carrier, a person who 
can harness the power of meaningful objects to carry 
her through time. Sifting through the detritus of a fallen 
city known as the Brook, she discovers a talisman that 
will mysteriously connect her with a series of characters 
from the past two centuries: a French sculptor; a woman 
of the American underworld; a dictator's daughter; an 
accused murderer; and a squad of laborers at work on 
a national monument. Through intricately braided 

storylines, Laisvė must dodge enforcement raids and find her way to the present day, and then, 
finally, to the early days of her imperfect country, to forge a connection that might save their lives-
-and their shared dream of freedom. 
 
A dazzling novel of body, spirit, and survival, Thrust will leave no reader unchanged. 
 
US/Canada: Riverhead (June 2022)     Italy: Nottetempo 
UK: Canongate      Russia: LiveBook 
 
Lidia Yuknavitch is the nationally bestselling author of the novels The Book of Joan, The Small Backs of 
Children, and Dora: A Headcase, the story collection Verge, and the memoir The Chronology of Water. She 
is the recipient of two Oregon Book Awards and has been a finalist for the Brooklyn Public Library Literary 
Prize and the PEN Center USA Creative Nonfiction Award. She lives in Portland, Oregon. 
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Lidia Yuknavitch 

Backlist 

 
Most Anticipated Books of 2020, BuzzFeed 

10 Books to Read in February, The Washington Post 

 
World English: Riverhead (Contact: Hal Fessenden at 

hfessenden@penguinrandomhouse.com 

First Serial: BOMB Magazine 

Poland: Czarne 

Turkey: Cinar Publishing 

 

 

 

 

 

 
US/Canada: HarperCollins 

UK: Canongate  

Brazil: HarperCollins Brazil 

China: Beijing Empyrean 

France: Denoel 

Germany: Btb 

Italy: Einaudi 

The Netherlands: Lebowski 

Poland: Poradnia K 

Spain: Alpha Decay 

Turkey: Cinar Publishing 

TV/Film: Lady Lion Productions 
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US/Canada: HarperCollins 

UK: Canongate 

Turkey: Cinar Publishing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

US/Canada: Hawthorne 

UK: Canongate 

France: Denoel 

Germany: btb 

Korea: Balgusesang 

Poland: Wydawnictwo Czarne 

Spain: Carmot 

Taiwan: China Times 

TV/Film: Scott Free Productions (directed by Kristen Stewart)  
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Katey Walter Anthony 

CHASING LAKES: Love, Science, and the Secrets of the Arctic 

“Chasing Lakes moves the reader simultaneously through 
two realms of time. First realm is the span of an aggressive 
intentional scientific life: the life of Katey Walter Anthony. 
The second is the old-as-the-Earth epoch of methane seeps 
from Arctic lakes.”  —Leonardo DiCaprio 

 
Chasing Lakes combines the readable power of 
Elizabeth Kolbert’s The Sixth Extinction and David 
Wallace-Wells’ The Uninhabitable Earth with the 
narrative propulsion of Hope Jarhen’s Lab Girl. Katey’s 
groundbreaking research on how recent and rapid 
permafrost thaw is leading to new hotspots of 
methane-emitting lakes—methane has 30 times the 
global warming potential of carbon dioxide—has 
changed the way the scientific community models and 
predicts rates of climate change.  
 
Katey will take readers on a journey through her 
amazing nineteen-year career, organized around her 
six major scientific breakthroughs, as she grows from 
a plucky graduate student escaping a broken home to 
a wife, a mother, and the world’s leading authority on 
permafrost-carbon feedback. Whether struggling to 
devise home-made bubble traps to measure the 

volume and density of methane in Siberia (Part One) or traveling to remote and dangerous 
methane mega-seep in Alaska and Greenland (Part Four), Katey will allow readers to revel in 
nature’s awesome power, learn about the thrill of scientific discovery, and understand through 
captivating narrative the unprecedented and compounding thaw rates in the Arctic (it is warming 
2.5 times faster than anywhere else on the planet). Along the way, readers will meet an 
unforgettable cast of characters that Katey has worked with, from gruff Sergey Zimov, a wizened 
Russian mentor fond of figurative expressions, and Melanie Engram, who quits her expert job at 
the Alaska Satellite Facility to join Katey as one of her graduate students in the field even though 
she is seventeen years Katey’s senior.  
 
Combining the urgency of Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring with the revelatory power of Annie 
Dillard’s Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, Katey will galvanize and stir readers even as she entertains them 
in this unique and deeply moving narrative of science and faith, love and labor, fear, and hope.  
 
US/Canada: Harper One (May 2022)  
 
Katey Walter Anthony is a professor at the University of Fairbanks Alaska and the world’s leading expert 
on permafrost thaw. She and her work has been featured in or by the National Geographic Society, 
Discovery Channel, Scientific American, National Public Radio, New York Times, Los Angeles Times, the 
Washington Post, and many others. Anthony’s work has influenced governmental policy in various ways, 
including providing materials to elected officials in Alaska, the US National Academies of Science Polar 
Research Board, and former US President Barack Obama’s Assistant for Science and Technology. 
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Vanessa A. Bee 

HOMEBOUND: An Uprooted Daughter’s Reflections on Belonging 

 
“Home Bound is a mesmerizing, globe-spanning story of 
forgiveness, resilience, and love. Vanessa A. Bee writes with 
vulnerability, honesty, and fierce intelligence about the intricacies 
of home, identity, and belonging. A wise and gripping debut.”  
—Rachel Khong, author of Goodbye, Vitamin 

 
Vanessa A. Bee was born in Yaoundé, Cameroon, in 1989 
and adopted by her aunt and her aunt’s white French 
husband, who raised her in a small town near her 
grandparents’ beloved farmhouse in western France, then 
in a massive public-housing project in urban Lyon, and later 
in one of the last municipal boarding schools in the country. 
After her parents’ divorce, Vanessa at the age of ten 
traveled with her mother to England—where they were 
homeless before getting into a public housing program in 
London—and then at fifteen she immigrated to the United 
States, settling in Reno, Nevada, just in time for the financial 
crisis and collapse of the housing market. To help pay for 
her tuition at the University of Nevada, Vanessa worked 20 
hours a week. At twenty, still a practicing evangelical 
Christian and newly married, Vanessa applied to and was 

accepted by Harvard Law School, where she was one of the youngest members of her class. 
There, she forged a new belief system, divorced her husband, left the church, and, inspired by 
her tumultuous childhood, pursued a career in economic justice upon graduation, first practicing 
law at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and now at the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau. 
 
Through a deft blend of memoir, criticism, and reporting, Vanessa will interrogate in a series of 
linked essays the layers that contribute to and condition our understanding of ourselves, our place 
in the world. Owing to the unique facts of Vanessa’s adoptive, multiracial, multilingual, 
multinational, and transcontinental upbringing, she has always been obsessed with a foundational 
question: What is home? Is it the country we’re born in, the body we possess, or the name that 
literally marks us? Is it the house we remember most fondly, the social stratum we’re assigned to, 
or the ideology we forge? How does our class, sex, and race inform where we feel at home?  
Combining the candor of Kiese Laymon’s Heavy, the exploration of home and history of Sarah 
Broom’s The Yellow House, and the personal/political immediacy of Jia Tolentino’s Trick Mirror, 
Home Bound will offer a fresh take on today’s most pressing issues from a voice we haven’t 
heard from before, with a freshly global perspective. 

 
World English: Astra House (October 2022) 

 
Vanessa A. Bee a senior litigation counsel at the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. She began her 
career at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development where I advised senior staff on various 
operational statutes and later investigated and prosecuted violations of financing regulations. Her writing 
has been published in New York’s Intelligencer, Harper’s Blog, The New Republic, The Nation, Guernica, 
n+1, In These Times, The Appeal, and Politico Magazine. Vanessa has appeared on WBUR, Al Jazeera 
America, and on the popular political podcasts The Dig, Citations Needed, and Bad Faith, among others.  
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Amy Brady & Tajja Isen (editors) 

THE WORLD AS WE KNEW IT: Dispatches from a Changing Climate 

 
"From the desert of Arizona to the waters of Dominica and the Nile, 
from the glaciers of Antarctica to the streets of Bangkok and New 
Orleans, The World As We Knew It: Dispatches from a Changing 
Climate is a dazzling and terrifying array of real-life parables about 
the way the changing climate is changing our lives. These brilliant 
thinkers and futurists boldly share their fears, and, perhaps even more 
daringly, their hopes.” —Helen Phillips, author of The Need 

 
Climate change is finally being talked about, after years of 
people actively avoiding the subject, and in this anthology—the 
first of its kind—some of our most beloved literary writers today 
share their takes.  NYT bestselling author Lydia Millet, 2019 
Pulitzer Prize finalist Elizabeth Rush, bestselling author Omar 
El Akkad, bestselling author Nickolas Butler, Lacy M. Johnson, 
Porochista Khakpour, Alexandra Kleeman, bestselling author 
Lidia Yuknavitch, and many more will write essays that span 
the globe. They will cover everything from hurricanes and 
flooding, reef erosion, sea-level rise, and shrinking glaciers, to 
invasive species, forest loss, the rise of pathogens, animal 
migration, and the plight of indigenous peoples, to oil and gas 

production, factory farming, wildfires, and nuclear waste and radiation, to the realities of 
unchecked economic growth and climate denialism, to navigating illness, the intersections of race, 
class and the environment, and the challenges of parenting children whose environmental futures 
are unknown—just to name a few topics.   

The phrase “global weirding” gathered steam in the early 2010s to describe the strange, uncanny 
encounters that people are experiencing because of global warming and other environmental 
issues.  Examples include encounters with extreme weather, odd animal or insect sightings, or 
unusual experiences in otherwise familiar landscapes.  For this project, the editors asked writers 
to propose personal stories about where and how they’ve witnessed changes in their own lives, 
neighborhoods, workplaces, and families because of the larger changes happening to our 
planet.  The result is an anthology of thoughtful, searching essays that connect the personal to 
the planetary, and take that connection in surprising directions. 

US/Canada: Catapult (June 2022) 

Amy Brady is the Deputy Publisher of Orion magazine and the Editor-in-Chief of the Chicago Review of 
Books, where she writes a monthly column called “Burning Worlds,” which explores how contemporary 
fiction addresses issues of climate change and has been syndicated at Yale Climate Connections.  Her 
writing about art, literature, and the environment has appeared in O, the Oprah Magazine, The New 
Republic, the Los Angeles Times, McSweeney’s, The Millions, and many other places; and she has 
organized literary/environmental crossover events for the New York Public Library, the Brooklyn Book 
Festival, and the Natural Resources Defense Council.   
 
Tajja Isen is a contributing editor at Catapult magazine and Assistant Digital Editor at The Walrus, Canada’s 
foremost general interest magazine.  She writes for the books section of Longreads, and her essays and 
criticism have appeared in BuzzFeed, The Globe and Mail, Broadly/VICE, Bitch Magazine, Shondaland, 
and elsewhere. 
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Nicole Chung 

A LIVING REMEDY 

“Like the best memoirs, Nicole Chung's A Living Remedy is 
both an excavation of the self and the people who sustain it--
but also, at its core, a work of art undergirded by a tender, 
forgiving, and awe-filled gaze at what it means to live and hurt 
in the human world. The result is a bone-deep enactment of 
love in all its valances.” --Ocean Vuong, author of On Earth 
We’re Briefly Gorgeous 

 
From the bestselling author of All You Can Ever Know 
comes a searing memoir of class, inequality, and grief—
a daughter’s search to understand the lives her adoptive 
parents led, the life she forged as an adult, and the lives 
she’s lost. 
 
When Nicole Chung graduated from high school, she 
couldn’t hightail it out of her overwhelmingly white Oregon 
hometown fast enough. As a scholarship student at a 
private university on the East Coast, no longer the only 
Korean she knew, she found a sense of community she 
had always craved as an Asian American adoptee – and 
a path to the life she’d long wanted. 
 
But the middle-class world she begins to raise a family in 

– where there are big homes, college funds, nice vacations – looks very different from the middle 
class world she thought she grew up in, where paychecks have to stretch to the end of the week, 
health insurance is often lacking, and there are no safety nets. When her father dies at only sixty-
seven, killed by diabetes and kidney disease, Nicole feels deep grief as well as rage, knowing 
that years of financial instability and lack of access to healthcare contributed to his premature 
death. And then the unthinkable happens – less than a year later, her beloved mother is 
diagnosed with cancer, and the physical distance between them becomes insurmountable as 
Covid descends upon the world. 
 
Exploring the enduring strength of family bonds in the face of hardship and tragedy, A Living 
Remedy examines what it takes to reconcile the distance between one life, one home, and 
another – and sheds needed light on some of the most persistent and tragic inequalities in 
American society.  
 
US/Canada: Ecco (April 2023) 
 
Nicole Chung’s nationally bestselling first book All You Can Ever Know is being translated into several 
languages and was named a Best Book of the Year by over twenty outlets, including NPR, The Washington 
Post, The Boston Globe, Library Journal, and Time. All You Can Ever Know was a finalist for the National 
Book Critics Circle Award and NAIBA Book of the Year, a semifinalist for the PEN Open Book and 
Goodreads Choice Awards, a Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers selection, a Junior Library Guild 
pick, and an Indies Choice Honor Book. Chung is currently a contributing writer at The Atlantic, and her 
writing has also appeared in The New York Times, The New York Times Magazine, GQ, Time, Slate, The 
Guardian, and Vulture.  
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Nicole Chung 

Backlist 

 
National Book Critics Circle Award 2019 Finalist 

Longlisted for the 2019 PEN American Literary Awards 

10 Books to Read in February, The Washington Post 

 
US/Canada: Catapult  

UK: Pushkin Press 

Dutch: Uitgeverij Querido 

Russian: Eksmo 

South Korea: Bulkwang Media Co.  
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Richard Deming 

THIS EXQUISITE LONELINESS: A Field Guide for Loners, Outcasts, 

and the Misunderstood 

For many people, a hollow, sharp, persistent feeling that they’re 
fundamentally alone is a fixture of their lives. And while that 
perception has become vastly more widespread after a year of 
quarantine and social distance, loneliness and its pernicious 
emotional, physical, and mental effects has long been on the rise. 
The problem is real, and the stakes are high. This Exquisite 
Loneliness: A Field Guide for Loners, Outcasts, and the 
Misunderstood, by the Founding Director of Creative Writing at 
Yale University and an award-winning poet, Richard Deming, will 
think through the experience of loneliness and look at how we 
represent it to one another, and to ourselves. Part of the problem 
is that we’re conditioned to minimize or ignore our pangs of 
isolation, seeing ourselves as the faulty source of it, whereas 
even clinical depression has begun to be less stigmatized.  
 
In nimble, thoughtful prose, rich in novelistic detail, This 

Exquisite Loneliness will explore loneliness and its variations through the novelist and 
groundbreaking ethnographer Zora Neal Hurston; the philosopher and critic Walter Benjamin; the 
photographer Walker Evans; the pioneering psychoanalyst Melanie Klein; the creator of The 
Twilight Zone Rod Serling; and the Viennese painter Egon Schiele, who died in 1918 of the 
Spanish flu, weeks after losing both his wife and his mentor, Gustav Klimt. 
 
Burrowing deep into the lives of these men and women, each chapter will uncover how their 
experiences prompted them to build contexts of understanding and empathy to transform their 
pain into usable self-knowledge—ranging from the belief that loneliness is the recurring but 
sublimated trauma of being separated from one’s mother, to the argument that loneliness is the 
natural catalyst that convinces people to bond with others. Readers will see intimacy, grief, and 
the possibilities of a fuller self-arising out of the pain of longing and isolation.  
 
As a longtime self-identified loner who battled anxiety and extreme substance abuse, Richard will 
bring to bear his own observations in the process of braiding together the ideas and stories of his 
six main characters. This Exquisite Loneliness will help to dismantle the shame and silence that 
so often surround the lonesome and argue that the more we can find the language by which we 
can map loneliness, the better prepared we will be for when it strikes—and it will. If indeed 
loneliness is at the heart of being human, then to find ways to learn from such feelings will only 
increase our sense of who we are, how we might deepen our connection to other people, and 
what we might do with our lives. 
 
US/Canada: Viking (Delivery October 2022) 
 
Richard Deming is the Founding Director of Creative Writing at Yale University; a member of the National 
Book Critics Circle, PEN America, the International Association of Art Critics, and the European Academy 
of Sciences and Arts. He serves on the editorial board member of Evental Aesthetics and The Yale Review 
and contributes to Artforum, The Nation, The Boston Review, Aeon, and Frieze. 
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Felix Gillette and John Koblin 

IT’S NOT TV: The Spectacular Rise, Revolution, and Future of HBO 

 
“It's Not TV [is] the thrilling story of our modern lives—a surprisingly 
deep chronicle about technology, shifting workplace mores, bare-
knuckle industry politics, and the franchises that shaped a generation, 
from The Sopranos to Game of Thrones.” —Brad Stone, New York 
Times bestselling author of The Everything Store and Amazon 
Unbound 
 

The Sopranos. Sex and the City. The Wire. Curb Your 
Enthusiasm. Six Feet Under. Game of Thrones. HBO reimagined 
how stories could be told on TV, ushering in the era of the 
“Prestige Drama” that other networks rushed to copy. But none 
of them ever achieved HBO’s trademark ability to explore 
American anxieties, fears, and secret passions through flawed 
and sometimes unlikeable characters. HBO’s own behind-the-
scenes story is equally complex, driven by flawed and brilliant 
people amid historic change, and reflective of American 
business, technology, culture, and art. And it has never been told. 
 

It's Not TV: The Spectacular Rise, Revolution, and Future of HBO will be a deeply reported 
book that will tell the definitive story of HBO, one of the most influential media companies of the 
past forty years, with an impact resounding far beyond the world of entertainment. It will explore 
how a small upstart group of businessmen and engineers saw the potential of cable to broadcast 
TV, and later pioneered satellite technology, to deliver a new kind of programming. It will show 
how HBO out-maneuvered copycat competitors, how it worked with -- and against -- Hollywood 
studios, how its ingenious executives transformed 1980s comedians like Chris Rock into 
superstars and athletes like Mike Tyson into legends, and how it positioned itself at the vanguard 
of the entertainment world. And of course, how during the late 1990s and 2000s, it reinvented 
scripted TV shows and became a culture-creating juggernaut. 

It's Not TV will tell the surprising tale of HBO’s rise, how it reinvented the TV business, breathed 
new life into the art-form of storytelling, and how it could likely fall victim to the very market it 
created. It is a classic business story of David becoming Goliath. It is also a fascinating story of 
American culture, how it is produced and consumed. But HBO’s future is far from secure. While 
it pioneered cable and satellite technology, it failed to appreciate the Internet’s ability to create 
and distribute entertainment. Now, HBO faces the challenge of its life amid an AT&T merger, with 
Netflix dominating the market and stealing the very stars HBO fostered, not to mention Apple and 
Disney launching their own streaming services. Will HBO’s curated and humanist approach to 
storytelling prevail? Or will it fall to Netflix’s data-driven model? It’s Not TV will find its place on 
the shelf next to business classics like Barbarians at the Gate and entertainment books like Easy 
Riders, Raging Bulls. 

US/Canada: Viking (November 2022) 

John Koblin at the New York Times has covered HBO for years and is known for breaking several key 
stories about the company, including sit-downs with the former head of programming Richard Plepler.  
 
Felix Gillette at Bloomberg Businessweek has also covered HBO and the media business for over ten 
years. It’s Not TV will be their first book. 
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Judith Herman 

TRUTH AND REPAIR: Envisioning Justice from the Survivor’s 

Perspective 
 
 “Three decades after the publication of her foundational Trauma and 
Recovery, Herman brilliantly confronts us with another vital, but much 
ignored, aspect of recovery: social justice. Justice is an essential 
component for healing the godforsaken sense of humiliation and 
abandonment so central in traumatizing experiences. When justice is 
denied, trauma’s imprint is likely to fester in the form of helpless rage. A 
magnificent and inspiring contribution with profound implications for the 
healing professions and for society at large.”— Bessel van der Kolk, MD, 
author of the #1 New York Times–bestseller The Body Keeps the 
Score 

Nearly thirty years ago, Dr. Herman published Trauma and 
Recovery, which the New York Times hailed as “one of the most 
important psychiatric works to be published since Freud.” Truth 
and Repair will be the follow-up to that pioneering masterwork. 

While Dr. Herman has continued to study trauma over the past 
decades—teaching at Harvard Medical School, directing training at 
the Victims of Violence Program at Cambridge Hospital (which she 

co-founded), and lecturing across the world—one question continually dogged her: What comes 
next? How does a survivor of rape or domestic violence recover from such a fundamental injustice 
without getting a real sense of justice? Who, in the end, does our form of justice really serve? 

Weaving together strands of psychology, law, sociology, trauma studies, and, above all, the 
testimonies of survivors who Dr. Herman has interviewed, Truth and Repair will begin to offer 
much-needed answers, arguing that we must reconsider our notion of justice, and the systems 
we use to mete it out, by learning from survivors. Justice that doesn’t center the survivor is 
deficient. It may not even be justice at all. 

Part manifesto and part searching exploration, Truth and Repair will merge two important cultural 
movements at exactly the right time: our resurgent interest in trauma (typified by the mega-
bestselling, The Body Keeps the Score, by Dr. Herman’s old friend and colleague Bessel van der 
Kolk) and our ongoing reckoning with #MeToo and sexual violence (Know My Name, No Visible 
Bruises, Is Rape a Crime?). From one of the world’s leading experts on trauma and a lifelong 
feminist dedicated to equality, Truth and Repair will be a vital and important new book that, like 
Trauma and Recovery, will once again bend the arc of our cultural conversation toward justice. 

US/Canada: Basic Books (March 2023)       Korea: Bookhouse Publishers 
UK: Basic UK               Taiwan: Rive Gauche  

Dr. Judith Herman is a Professor of Psychiatry at Harvard Medical School and the co-founder of the 
Victims of Violence Program at The Cambridge Hospital, Cambridge, MA, where for thirty years, until she 
retired, she was Director of Training. She is the author of two award-winning books: Father-Daughter Incest 
(Harvard University Press, 1981) and Trauma and Recovery (Basic Books, 1992). Father-Daughter Incest, 
one of the first works to address the subject, has been translated into Japanese and Korean and went into 
a second edition in 2000. Trauma and Recovery has been translated into 21 languages.   
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Tajja Isen 

SOME OF MY BEST FRIENDS: Essays on Lip Service 

 
Like the saying from which it takes its name, Some of My 
Best Friends: Essays on Lip Service is a voice-driven 
collection about hypocrisy and accountability. The idea of the 
token Black friend may have become a punchline, but it hasn’t 
totally passed into cliché—rather, it remains a widespread 
way of thinking among individuals and institutions. The 
broader public is hip to it now, of course; we’re living through 
a moment of calling systems, including publishing, as you well 
know, to account, demanding that they address the ways in 
which they’ve been built on white supremacy and anti-
Blackness. But how many of these gestures—the antiracist 
reading lists, the rebranding of offensive products, the check-
ins on your Black friend––are a gateway to change, rather 
than just paying lip service to a cultural moment? 
   
Braiding personal narrative, cultural criticism, and ongoing 
conversations about race and representation, Some of My 
Best Friends explores a range of hypocrisies that live and 
thrive in contemporary culture under the guises of equality, 
diversity, and meritocracy. The good white person who 

“disproves” allegations of racism by citing a token friend is no different from the media company 
that laments its white masthead but mistreats its writers of color, or the cartoon industry that’s 
verbally committed to its colorblind casting but saves the big money for well-known white actors 
to voice non-white characters, or a country—like Canada—that garlands itself in the story of 
multicultural tolerance while denying its own histories of systemic racism. They’ve all got their 
equivalent of the one Black friend. 
 
US/Canada: One Signal (April 2022)  
 
Tajja Isen is a contributing editor at Catapult magazine and Assistant Digital Editor at The Walrus, Canada’s 
foremost general interest magazine.  She writes for the books section of Longreads, and her essays and 
criticism have appeared in BuzzFeed, The Globe and Mail, Broadly/VICE, Bitch Magazine, Shondaland, 
and elsewhere.  
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Allison Leigh 

BURN THE LAST ONE: Misogyny and Modern Art from Delacroix to 

Picasso 

An explosive, revisionist, and necessary work of feminist 
history and cultural criticism, Burn the Last One will go 
straight to the heart of it: the most celebrated artists of the 
last two hundred years persistently made works of art that 
were blatantly sexist and often virulently misogynistic. 
And while anti-woman stereotyping was endemic in 
contemporaneous scientific discourse, literature, and 
journalism, the misogyny in these men’s art was neither 
peripheral nor accidental; it was a defining quality, serving 
to unite these “great” artistic innovators. 
 

Burn the Last One will show, women for Eugene 
Delacroix, Gustave Courbet, Edgar Degas, Pierre-August 
Renoir, Paul Gauguin, and Pablo Picasso served not only 
as the crucible for proving themselves as painters–

remixing the classical nude, tackling the subject of harems–but as a shared conduit for reckoning 
with the inner conflicts that characterized their own masculinity. The result was a caustic blend of 
antagonism, resentment, and fear that intersected with seemingly paradoxical desires grounded 
in longing, jealousy, and fascination. This ambivalent tension between revulsion and attraction 
serves as modern art’s binding force, and yet most historians only speculate in passing that some 
of the artists–mainly Gauguin and Picasso–may have possessed misogynistic tendencies. That 
means the millions of museumgoers every year who flock to blockbuster exhibitions don’t truly 
understand what they’re seeing. No single book has ever evaluated how these pivotal figures 
advanced the most destructive gender values of their eras.   
 
Until now. And it’s high time. The Huffington Post asks, “In the #MeToo Era, Do These Paintings 
Still Belong in a Museum?” while the New York Times wonders, “Is It Time Gauguin Got 
Canceled?” These are questions that this scholarly tour de force will take up with nuance, as well 
as confronting head on the FAQs of knee-jerk naysayers: “Aren’t you just projecting our 
contemporary sensibilities onto these works from earlier eras?” “If misogyny was so common in 
the nineteenth century, then wasn’t it just normal to paint women like this?” “Are you proposing 
we simply cancel great men without considering their contributions?” You’ll be surprised by some 
of the answers–and this book will propose solutions for how we as a society can actually reckon 
with what hangs on museum walls. 
 
Like John Berger’s Ways of Seeing, Burn the Last One will forever change the way you look at 
art. It will be irresistible to major media outlets as well as to readers of Amia Srinivasan’s The 
Right to Sex and Kate Manne’s Entitled. 
 
US/Canada: Abrams Press (Delivery September 2023) 
 
Allison Leigh is Assistant Professor of Art History and the SLEMCO/LEQSF Regents Endowed Professor 
in Art & Architecture at the University of Louisiana and award-winning author of Picturing Russia’s Men: 
Masculinity and Modernity in Nineteenth-Century Painting (Bloomsbury). 
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Elizabeth J. Letourneau and Luke Malone 

ONE IN NINE: Why Child Sexual Abuse is Our Biggest Public Health 

Crisis—And What We Can Do to Stop It 

What if I told you about a new childhood disease that 
wreaks havoc on the mind and body of our boys and girls, 
leading to depression, anxiety, and PTSD, with a profound 
and deleterious long-term impact on their future health, as 
well as their ability to earn a living and lead happy, fulfilling 
lives? You’d want to know what it was, and you’d hope that 
we as a society were doing all we could to confront the 
crisis. Well, there is such a disease–except it’s not new and 
our societies do next to nothing to prevent it. It’s called Child 
Sexual Abuse (CSA), and it affects one in nine children. 
 
For the first time, One In Nine will not only reveal what 
we’ve gotten wrong about CSA and how our mistakes are 
costing us lives, but also what we can do to truly confront 
and treat this problem as the preventable public health 
crisis that it is, not only in the U.S. but in the UK, Australia, 
and across the world. 
 

We must reconsider long-held, outdated assumptions we have about CSA—namely that it’s 
unpredictable and unpreventable, so the best we can do is avoid evil adult strangers, trust known 
adults, and punish offenders. The facts are plain: 90% of children are abused by someone they 
know; 70% of sex offenses against children are perpetrated by other children, usually a few years 
older; 5% of sex crimes are committed by someone with a previous sex crime conviction, which 
is the only kind of offender our current system is set up to detect.  
 
One In Nine will show the way forward, presenting an innovative public health approach—deftly 
borrowing tools from successful campaigns to prevent road fatalities, cancer-related deaths due 
to tobacco use, and violence—by first (1) understanding the scope of the problem (how many 
people perpetrate harm, under what circumstances); (2) identifying the risk and protective factors; 
(3) developing programs and policies designed to mitigate risk factors and leverage protective 
factors; and finally (4) broadly disseminating effective prevention programs and educating the 
public. 
 
One In Nine will combine the narrative urgency of Rachel Louise Snyder’s No Visible Bruises and 
the searing exposé of Insane by Alice Roth with the expertise and hope of Bessel van der Kolk’s 
The Body Keeps the Score and Oprah Winfrey and Dr. Bruce Perry’s What Happened to You? 
 
US/Canada: Basic Books (Delivery September 2023) 
 
Elizabeth J. Letourneau is the inaugural director of the Moore Center for the Prevention of Child Sexual 
Abuse at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, and Luke Malone is an award-winning 
journalist who has written for The Atlantic, This American Life, Salon, Medium (nominated for a National 
Magazine Award), HBO, FX, and Showtime. Luke and Elizabeth have co-written impactful op-eds for both 
The Washington Post and Slate. 
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Nancy MacDonell 

THE WOMAN WHO MADE FASHION MODERN 

 
MacDonell’s new book is an investigation into how the 
Nazi invasion of France gave rise to the American fashion 
industry—and how, in the absence of direction from Paris 
couture houses, American designers and editors were 
able to steer the larger course of fashion history.  
 
The kind of nonfiction which reads like a novel with its 
strong sense of time, place and amazing albeit flawed 
heroines, it is not only an untold story of WWII, but also a 
love letter to the strength of female trailblazers, and the 
embodiment of the generosity and ingenuity of the 
American spirit. Imagine Jeanne Mackin’s The Last 
Collection meeting Denise Kiernan’s The Girls of Atomic 
City. 
 
 
 

US/Canada: St. Martin’s Press (Spring 2024)   
 
Nancy MacDonell is the author of The Classic Ten and In the Know, and too many coffee table books to 
count. A fashion journalist and a fashion historian who currently teaches at FIT, and writes the column 
"Fashion with a Past" for the WSJ. Originally from Canada, she lives with her husband and daughter in 
Brooklyn. 
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Victor Luckerson 

BUILT FROM THE FIRE: One Family, One Town, One Hundred Years 

of Fighting for Racial Equality 

Following four generations of one resilient black family, 
the Goodwins, residing continuously in the Greenwood 
area of Tulsa, Oklahoma, Built from the Fire will be the 
first narrative history of that prosperous and mythic all-
black enclave of success and solidarity known as Black 
Wall Street. For a time in the early twentieth-century, 
Black Wall Street was one of the best places in the country 
to be black: the community had land, independence, 
businesses, and rights. But in 1921 they lost everything. 
In one of the bloodiest race riots in U.S. history (initiated 
by white citizens), their community was destroyed, 
hundreds were murdered, and their property looted and 
burned to the ground. This could have been the end for 
the Goodwins and their neighbors. It was only the 
beginning.  
 

Built from the Fire will open as J.H. Goodwin arrives in 
town with his family in 1914, escaping the Jim Crow laws 

of the South in hopes of living the American Dream, and it will end as his great-granddaughter 
Regina Goodwin, the only black woman in the Oklahoma legislature, battles for the preservation 
of that same dream amid the one-hundredth anniversary of the massacre in 2021. Victor will hook 
and hold readers by telling the unforgettable story of one American family—hardworking, patriotic, 
entrepreneurial—whose members over the years have variously run a haberdashery and a bar 
called the Goodie Goodie Club; chaired Tulsa’s black business league; published the Oklahoma 
Eagle (using one of the only black-owned printing presses in the U.S.); and gone all the way to 
statehouse to represent the district's interests. Through the vivid challenges the Goodwins and 
their neighbors have confronted, Victor will show the systemic racism at city, state, and federal 
levels that has hindered black progress and prosperity: torch-wielding Klansmen and racist 
insurance companies before and after 1921; redlining and urban renewal projects in the 1950s 
and 1960s; racial profiling and free-market capitalism in the 2000s and 2010s. Built from the 
Fire will be the tragic and triumphant story of black America writ large over the past hundred years 
told in one place through one family. 

Built from the Fire will be one of those rare books that has all the weight of history and all the 
urgency of journalism, appealing to readers of social-issue books and American history, a real-
life segment of Roots with the argumentation of The Color of Law and the storytelling of The 
Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks and The Warmth of Other Suns. 

US/Canada: Random House (May 2023)  

Victor Luckerson is a former staff writer for TIME magazine and The Ringer. He is a contributing writer to 
The New Yorker. He is currently living in Tulsa to report the book and Built from the Fire will be his debut. 
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Lisa Nikolidakis 
NO ONE CROSSES THE WOLF 

“This memoir holds nothing back. It is brutally honest, heart-
wrenching, evocative, and soul-searching. While Nikolidakis is 
honest about the darkness she’s endured, she also opens up the 
metaphorical window and gives the readers light.” —Library 
Journal, Starred Review 
 

A powerful memoir about the traumas of a perilous childhood, 
a shattering murder/suicide, and a healing journey from 
escape to survival to recovery. Growing up, Lisa Nikolidakis 
tried to make sense of a childhood scarred by her father’s 
abuse, violence, and psychological terrors so extreme their 
relationship was cleaved beyond repair. Having finally been 
able to leave that relationship behind, surviving meant 
forgetting. For years, “I’m fine” was a lie Nikolidakis repeated. 
 
Then on her twenty-seventh birthday, Nikolidakis’ father 
murdered his girlfriend and her daughter, and turned the gun 
on himself. Nikolidakis’ world cracked open, followed by 
conflicted emotions: shock, grief, mourning for the innocent 
victims, and relief that she had escaped the same fate. In its 

wake one question lingered: who was this man, and why did he commit such horrors to her and 
his last victims? For answers Nikolidakis embarked to Greece on a quest to find her father’s 
estranged family and a reckoning with the past she never expected. 
 
In her gripping and moving memoir, Nikolidakis explores not only the making of a killer but her 
own liberation from the demons that haunted her and her profound self-restoration in the face of 
unimaginable crimes. 
 
US/Canada: Little A (September 2022) 
 
Lisa Nikolidakis is an associate professor of creative writing and faculty adviser of P.R.I.D.E. Her essay 
“Family Tradition” was selected by Jonathan Franzen for inclusion in The Best American Essays 2016, and 
she won Bellingham Review’s Annie Dillard Prize for Creative Nonfiction 2021 for her essay “Whale Song 
for the Weary.” Other writing of hers has won various prizes and mentions, including the Gulf Coast Prize, 
Indiana Review’s Fiction Prize, the Tobias Wolff Award for Fiction, the Calvino Prize, A Room of Her Own’s 
Orlando Prize, Cincinnati Review’s Robert and Adele Schiff Award for Prose, Hunger Mountain’s Howard 
Frank Mosher Short Fiction Prize, Briar Cliff Review’s annual nonfiction contest, and Chattahoochee 
Review’s Lamar York Prize. 
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Prudence Peiffer 

THE SLIP: Robert Indiana, Ellsworth Kelly, Agnes Martin, James 

Rosenquist, Delphine Seyrig, Lenore Tawney, and Jack Youngerman, 

and the New York City Street that Changed American Art Forever 

From 1956 to 1967, a collection of rundown former sail-
making warehouses on Coenties Slip in lower Manhattan 
became the quiet center of the art world and the home to 
a community unlike any other in the history of art. 
Combining original interviews and deep research with 
richly evocative prose and novelistic detail, Prudence will 
tell for the first time the story of how seven fascinating 
artists—gay and straight, married and divorced, men and 
women—lived and worked side by side, creating two of 
America’s major art movements, Pop and Minimalism. 
Ellsworth Kelly and Jack Youngerman first met in post-
war Paris on the GI Bill in 1947, visiting Henri Matisse, 
Jean Arp, and Vincent van Gogh’s grave, before Kelly 
moved to New York (along with the world’s art scene), 
becoming the godfather of the Slip and welcoming Agnes 

Martin (she often baked blueberry muffins for Kelly), Robert Indiana (then still Robert Clark), and 
James Rosenquist (who threw some ragers in his loft) into the Coenties fold. There, Martin honed 
abstraction, Rosenquist elevated billboard painting into fine art, Lenore Tawney created feminist 
fiber art, Youngerman perfected his use of shape and color, and Youngerman’s wife, Seyrig, 
appeared in beat films with Allen Ginsberg and Jack Kerouac. 
 
At its heart, The Slip will be about creative people and place—a story and argument about their 
unique, fructifying interplay for artistic expression and community creation at a hinge moment in 
the evolution of New York. The Slip will examine how place is a catalyst for artistic breakthroughs 
(all the artists explicitly titled works after their street) and how urban development affects what 
and how artists make things—and why that matters. The Slip will argue for the importance of 
what Prudence calls “collective solitude”—or, as Jack Youngerman put it, “being alone, among 
people”—as the basis for these artists’ ability to create their immortal works, offering a corrective 
to the long-peddled “lone genius” theory of art. At a time when New York is again going through 
seismic economic, cultural, and social upheaval, and when many of The Slip’s central characters 
have had major museum exhibitions in the past decade, this book will not only offer a timely 
glimpse into a bygone era featuring artists finally getting their due, but it will also present an 
inspiring blueprint for an artistic community richly anchored in a place—and the priceless 
contributions to culture that can result from it. 
 
The Slip will meet at the intersection of Mary Gabriel’s Ninth Street Women, Sarah Bakewell’s At 
the Existentialist Café, Luc Sante’s Low Life, and Patti Smith’s Just Kids. 
 
US/Canada: Harper (August 2023) 
 
Prudence Peiffer holds an MA and PhD in modern art from Harvard University, is a regular contributor to 
Artforum, Bookforum, the New York Times Sunday Book Review, the New York Review of Books, and is 
the managing editor of the Creative Team at MoMA. The proposal for The Slip was awarded a 2019 Art 
Writers Grant from the Andy Warhol Foundation/Creative Capital, in their highest category (books). 
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Hannah Pittard 

WE ARE TOO MANY 

“Hannah Pittard’s We Are Too Many is a truly lacerating 
exploration of the betrayals that make a marriage. The book is 
a dagger-like dialogue between husband and wife, wife and 
best friend, but ultimately the conversation is between 
Hannah’s selves – some of them self-destructive, some 
despairing, some hopeful - who must rebuild. We Are Too 
Many will leave you stunned and tender.” —Stephanie 
Danler, New York Times bestselling author of Sweetbitter 

 
 

An unexpectedly funny, unflinchingly honest, and genre-
bending memoir about a marriage-ending affair between 
the author's husband and her captivating best friend 
 
In this wryly humorous and innovative look at a marriage 
gone wrong, Hannah Pittard recalls a decade’s worth of 
unforgettable conversations, beginning with the one in 
which she discovers her husband has been having sex 
with her charismatic best friend, Trish. These time-
jumping exchanges are fast-paced, intimate, and often 
jaw-dropping in their willingness to reveal the 
vulnerabilities inherent in any friendship or marriage. 
Blending fact and fiction, sometimes re-creating 
exchanges with extreme accuracy and sometimes diving 

headlong into pure speculation, Pittard takes stock not only of her own past and future but also of 
the larger, more universal experiences they connect with—from the depths of female rage to the 
heartbreaking ways we inevitably outgrow certain people. 
 
Clever and bold and radically honest to an unthinkable degree, We Are Too Many examines the 
ugly, unfiltered parts of the female experience, as well as the many (happier) possibilities in 
starting any life over after a major personal catastrophe. 

US/Canada: Holt (May 2023) 

Hannah Pittard was born in Atlanta. She is the author of four novels, including Listen to Me and The 
Fates Will Find Their Way. Her work has appeared in the Sewanee Review, the New York Times, and 
other publications. She is a professor of English at the University of Kentucky, where she directs the 
MFA program in creative writing. 
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Anders Carlson-Wee 

DISEASE OF KINGS 

In poems bursting with narrative power, 
Disease of Kings chronicles the tender yet 
volatile friendship between two young 
scammers living off the fat of society. Here are 
stories of an odd couple who scrounges, cons, 
hustles, and steals, nursing a sense of freedom 
that is fraught with codependence and 
isolation.  
 
With plainspoken language and tremendous 
tonal range, Anders Carlson-Wee leads us into 
the heart of their uneasy domesticity—a 
purgatory where, in this poet’s vision, it is 
possible for loss to give way to hope, lack to 
fulfillment, shame to gratitude. 
 
 
 
 

 
US/Canada: W.W. Norton (Delivery March 2023) 
 
Anders Carlson-Wee is the author of Disease of Kings (W.W. Norton, 2024). He is also the author of The 
Low Passions (W.W. Norton, 2019), a New York Public Library Book Group Selection, and Dynamite (Bull 
City Press, 2015), winner of the Frost Place Chapbook Prize. He holds an MFA from Vanderbilt University, 
and his work has appeared in The Paris Review, BuzzFeed, Ploughshares, Virginia Quarterly Review, and 
many other publications. The recipient of fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts, Poets & 
Writers, the Camargo Foundation, Bread Loaf, Sewanee, and the Napa Valley Writers’ Conference, he is 
the winner of the Poetry International Prize. 
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Martín Espada 

JAILBREAK OF SPARROWS 
 

In this new collection of poems, his first since the National 
Book Award-winning Floaters, Martín Espada offers 
narratives of the forgotten and the unforgettable, resisting 
individual and collective repression.  
 
The focus is sweeping in scale, ranging from the 
bombardment of his father’s hometown in Puerto Rico to 
quell an anticolonial uprising to the murder of a Mexican 
man by Alameda, California police, from his adolescent 
brawls on a basketball court over martyred baseball hero 
Roberto Clemente to his unorthodox methods of 
representing undocumented migrants as a tenant lawyer. 
There is also a suite of “love songs” for his wife Lauren, 
wherein the poet speaks in the voices of a bat with vertigo, 
an extinct moa, and a disembodied head in a jar, among 
others.  
 
This is poetry that revels and roots itself in the image, the 
musicality of language, and the full depth of human 
experience. 
 
 

US/Canada: Knopf (Delivery 2023) 

Martín Espada has published more than twenty books as a poet, editor, essayist and translator, 
including Vivas to Those Who Have Failed and Pulitzer finalist The Republic of Poetry. His many 
honors include the Ruth Lilly Prize, the Shelley Memorial Award, and a Guggenheim Fellowship. His 
poetry collection, FLOATERS, won the 2021 National Book Award for Poetry. Born in Brooklyn, he 
now lives in western Massachusetts. 
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Martín Espada 

Backlist 

 
 

US/Canada: W.W. Norton & Company 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

US/Canada: W.W. Norton & Company 
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Edgar Kunz 

FIXER 

From the author of the award-winning and 'gritty, 
insightful debut' (Washington Post) Tap Out, Edgar 
Kunz’s sophomore collection of poetry rolls up its 
sleeves to reckon with legacies of labor and the 
question of worth in a system built on exploitation. 

Fixer pairs love poems with elegies. Through the 
untimely death of his father, a handyman and addict, 
through first loves and lasting loves, Kunz asks what 
it costs, exactly, to build lives and relationships 
together. And is it possible to untether this work from 
the demands of daily survival? 

With lyrical yet accessible vignettes, expertly 
weaving melancholia and humor, Kunz brings the 
reader on a journey across the country, and through 
American late capitalism, that is both damning and 
brimming with hope. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
US/Canada: Ecco (Delivery 2023) 
 
Edgar Kunz is the author of Tap Out, a New York Times "New & Noteworthy" pick. His writing has been 
supported by fellowships and awards from the National Endowment for the Arts, MacDowell, Vanderbilt 
University, and Stanford University, where he was a Wallace Stegner Fellow. His poems appear widely, 
including in The New Yorker, The Atlantic, and Poetry. He lives in Baltimore and teaches at Goucher 
College. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



54 
 

 

Airea D. Matthews 

BREAD AND CIRCUS 

A powerful collection of autobiographical poems—
the book that will launch Scribner’s new poetry list—
from Yale Young Poets Award Winner and 
Philadelphia’s Poet Laureate Airea D. Matthews 
about the economics of class and its failures for 
those rendered invisible by it. 
 
As a former student of economics, Airea D. Matthews 
was fascinated and disturbed by 18th-century 
Scottish economist Adam Smith, and his magnum 
opus The Wealth of Nations.  Bread and Circus is a 
direct challenge to Smith’s theory of the invisible 
hand, which claims self-interest is the key to optimal 
economic outcomes. By juxtaposing redacted texts 
by Smith and the French Marxist Guy Debord with 
autobiographical prose and poems, Bread and 
Circus demonstrates that self-interest fails when 
people become commodities themselves, and shows 
how the most vulnerable—including the author and 
her family—have been impacted by that failure. A 
layered collection to be read and re-read, with poems 
that range from tragic to humorous, in forms as 
varied and nuanced as the ideas the book 
explores, Bread and Circus explores the area 
where theory and reality meet.  

Timely, ambitious, and relevant, Bread and Circus is a brilliant intellectual and artistic 
contribution to an ongoing conversation about American inequality, for fans of Elizabeth 
Alexander, Natalie Diaz, Eve Ewing, and Greg Pardlo. 

 
US/Canada: Scribner (May 2023)  
UK: Picador 
 
Airea D. Matthews is Philadelphia’s current poet laureate. Her first collection of poems is the critically 
acclaimed Simulacra, which won the 2016 Yale Series of Younger Poets Award. Her work has appeared 
in The New York Times, Gulf Coast, VQR, Best American Poets, American Poet, Lithub, Harvard 
Review, and elsewhere. Matthews holds a BA in Economics from the University of Pennsylvania as well as 
an MFA from the Helen Zell Writers’ Program and an MPA from the Gerald Ford School of Public Policy, 
both at the University of Michigan. A Pew fellow, she is a professor and directs the poetry program at Bryn 
Mawr College. 
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Sam Sax 

PIG 

“In this deeply lyrical and experimental tour de force, 
Sax smashes and inspects every interchangeable 
lens of the pig, literal and figurative, to unflinchingly 
examine sexuality, grief, xenotransplantation, and 
the nature of language itself. Biblical and humorous, 
provocative and tragic, these poems evoke an 
absolute and necessary understanding of the very 
boundaries of our humanity.” –Richard Blanco 

Pig is Sam's third book of poems. The 
collection is interested in The Pig in its broadest 
taxonomy: farm animal, men/masculinity, 
police and state violence, desire and 
queerness, global food systems, religion, and 
law. This project uses the figure of the pig as a 
lens through which to order and reorder various 
chaotic histories of the body, faith, ecology, 
hygiene, and power.  

Thus far poems from this book have been published in The New Republic, The Atlantic, Granta, 
Poetry Magazine and elsewhere. 

US/Canada: Scribner (Fall 2023) 

Sam Sax is a queer, Jewish, writer, performer, and educator currently serving as an ITALIC Lecturer at 
Stanford University. They're the author of Madness (Penguin, 2017), winner of The National Poetry Series 
and Bury It (Wesleyan University Press 2018) winner of the James Laughlin Award from the Academy of 
American Poets. They're the two-time Bay Area Grand Slam Champion with poems published in The New 
York Times, The Atlantic, Poetry Magazine, Granta, and elsewhere. Sam's received fellowships from The 
National Endowment for the Arts, Lambda Literary, a Ruth Lilly and Dorothy Sargent Rosenberg Fellowship 
from The Poetry Foundation, and a Wallace Stegner Fellowship from Stanford University. 
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Maeve Brennan 

THE LONG-WINDED LADY: NOTES FROM THE NEW YORKER 
 

One of the best-loved contributors to The New 
Yorker, Maeve Brennan—from 1954 to 1981—
offered her wry observations of New York life 
under the pen name "The Long-Winded Lady." 
This compendium of her articles was first 
published in 1969 and is now reprinted with the 
addition of nine more previously uncollected 
pieces. Her unforgettable sketches - prose 
snapshots of life in the streets, diners, and cheap 
hotels just off Times Square - are a timeless, 
bittersweet tribute to what she calls the "most 
ambitious, most comical . . . the saddest and 
coldest and most human of cities." Anyone who 
loves New York, The New Yorker, or Maeve 
Brennan will savor The Long-Winded Lady. 
 
 
 
 

 
US/Canada: Counterpoint    Serbia: Vydavateľstvo Inaque 
Netherlands: Uitgeverij Querido   Slovakia: Inaque 
 
Maeve Brennan (1917–1993) was born in Dublin and moved to the U.S. with her father, Ireland's first 
Ambassador to America. In her early thirties she joined The New Yorker, where she was at the heart of 
life at the magazine until she was nearly sixty. Under the pseudonym "The Long-Winded Lady," she wrote 
countless pieces for the "Talk of the Town," and, under her own name, published fierce, intimate fiction. 
Today her forty-odd stories are anthology standards, prized by writers as different from one another as 
Alice Munro and Brennan's own nephew, Roddy Doyle. 
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Marian Engel 

BEAR 
 
“A strange and wonderful book, plausible as kitchens, but 
shapely as a folktale, and with the same disturbing 
resonance.” –Margaret Atwood 

 
After five years buried like a mole amid the decaying 
maps and manuscripts of a historical institute, Lou is 
given a welcome field assignment: to catalogue a 
nineteenth-century library, improbably located in an 
octagonal house on a remote island in northern 
Ontario. Eager to reconstruct the estate’s curious 
history, she is unprepared for her discovery that the 
island has one other inhabitant: a bear. 
 
Lou’s imagination is soon overtaken by the estate’s 
historical occupants, whose fascination with bear 
lore becomes her own. Irresistibly, Lou is led along a 
path of emotional and sexual self-discovery, as she 
explores the limits of her own animal nature through 
her bizarre and healing relationship with the bear. 
 
A daring and compelling novel, Marian Engel’s Bear 
won the Governor General’s Award, Canadian 
literature’s most prestigious prize, in 1976. 
 
 
 

US: David Godine     France: Cambourakis   
UK: Daunt      Germany: btb 
Audio: PRH Canada     Italy: La Nuova Frontiera 
Brazil: Editora Moinhos    Korea: Hankyoreh En Co., Ltd 
Canada: McClelland & Stewart    Netherlands: Uitgeverij Koppernik 
Film/TV: Mystic Point Productions   Portuguese (Azores): Impedimenta 

Turkey: Harfa Yayınları Sanayi ve Tic 
 
Marian Engel (1933-1985) was one of Canada’s most famous novelists and a founding member of the 
Writers' Union of Canada. Her most famous and controversial novel was Bear (1976), a tale of erotic love 
between a librarian and a bear 
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Kenneth Fearing 

THE BIG CLOCK  
 

A masterpiece of American Noir, The Big Clock is 
considered Fearing’s best book. This slim novel tells of 
George Stroud, a hard-drinking, tough-talking writer for a New 
York publisher modeled on Time, Inc. One day, before 
heading home to his wife in the suburbs, Stroud has a drink 
(and more) with Pauline, the beautiful girlfriend of his boss, 
Earl Janoth. The next day Stroud escorts Pauline home, 
leaving her off at the corner just as Janoth returns from a trip. 
The day after that, Pauline is found murdered in her 
apartment. A bereaved Janoth—clueless about Stroud’s 
involvement with Pauline—picks Stroud to find her killer. 
 
The Big Clock was also turned into 3 movies, including the 
classic 1948 film of the same name and, most recently, No 
Way Out (1987). 
 
 
 
 
 

US: New York Review of Books    Germany: Elsinor 
UK: Orion Books      Portuguese: Impedimenta 
France: Editions Les Belles Lettres 
 
Kenneth Fearing (1902 – 1961) was an American writer of lean poetry, prurient pulp, and big-themed noir. 
A unique character whose personality was legendary, Fearing published regularly in The New Yorker and 
Poetry and helped found The Partisan Review. A selection of Fearing's poems has been published as part 
of the Library of America's American Poets Project. 
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May Sarton 

AS WE ARE NOW 
 
A brief, strong statement. . . A convincing record of evil done and 
good intentions gone astray. . . A powerful indictment.”  
–Ellen Douglas, New York Times Book Review 

 
"I am not mad, only old. . . I am in a concentration camp for 
the old." 

 
So begins May Sarton's short, swift blow of a novel, about the 
powerlessness of the old and the rage it can bring. As We Are 
Now tells the story of Caroline Spencer, a 76-year-old retired 
schoolteacher, mentally strong but physically frail, who has 
been moved by relatives into a "home." Subjected to subtle 
humiliations and petty cruelties, sustained for too short a time 
by the love of another person, she fights back with all she has, 
and in a powerful climax wins a terrible victory. 
 
 
 
 
 

eBook: Open Road 
Italy: Astoria 
 
May Sarton (1912 – 1995) was born in Belgium, but her family relocated to Boston after the invasion by 
the Reichswehr in 1915. Following a brief career in acting, she embarked on a long and critically acclaimed 
writing career and was the author of twenty books, ranging from poetry to fiction to memoir. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



61 
 

May Sarton 

JOURNAL OF SOLITUDE 
 

In this, her bestselling journal, May Sarton writes with keen 
observation and emotional courage of both inner and outer 
worlds: a garden, the seasons, daily life in New Hampshire, 
books, people, ideas—and, throughout everything, of her 
spiritual and artistic journey. 
 
In this book, we are closer to the marrow than ever before in 
May Sarton's writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

US: W.W. Norton  
China: Yilin 
Spain: Gallo Nero Ediciones 
 
May Sarton (1912 – 1995) was born in Belgium, but her family relocated to Boston after the invasion by 
the Reichswehr in 1915. Following a brief career in acting, she embarked on a long and critically acclaimed 
writing career and was the author of twenty books, ranging from poetry to fiction to memoir. 
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Amber Caron 

LOST PERSON BEHAVIOR: Stories 
 

“Caron creates a sobering and nuanced sense 
of emotional wilderness—a world in which no 
place is ever entirely sure or safe. This book is 
cool, assured, unsettling, and gorgeous.” 
—Joan Wickersham, author of The News 
from Spain  
 

A magnetic debut collection of stories 
about the daily lives of girls and women in 
rural America. 

In Lost Person Behavior, the natural 
world is an escape hatch, a refuge, a site 
of work, and an occasional antagonist. In 
“The Handler,” a woman leaves her 

boyfriend for the New Hampshire woods and fifty-seven sled dogs. In “Call Up the Waters,” a 
devastating drought leads a mother of two deep into the Colorado Rockies in search of water. A 
distress call from a boat in Massachusetts Bay compels a mother to plumb her daughter’s secrets 
in “Sea Women.” And in “Bending the Map,” a woman turns the tables on her obsessive, would-
be lover after a powerful storm ravages her canyon home.  

The characters in these nine stories—search-and-rescue workers, dog trainers, naturalists, 
archaeologists, and dowsers—are as intent on mapping the self as they are mapping the world 
around them. But in the words of survival experts, they “bend the map,” misreading the world 
when it does not match their expectations. They get lost. They meander. In their searching, 
familiar landscapes suddenly feel strange; unfamiliar spaces offer something like hope. Off the 
map and off the grid, these characters, and their regrets and devotions, are nevertheless 
immediately, intimately recognizable. 

Sharply observant but steadily empathetic, textured with elegance and grit, Lost Person 
Behavior marks the arrival of a remarkable new talent. 
 
US/Canada: Milkweed Editions (August 2023)  
 
Amber Caron is the author of Lost Person Behavior. She is the recipient of the PEN/Robert J. Dau Short 
Story Prize for Emerging Writers and Southwest Review’s McGinnis-Ritchie Award for fiction. A graduate 
of the Bennington Writing Seminars and an assistant fiction editor at AGNI, she lives and works in Logan, 
Utah. 
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John Cotter  

LOSING MUSIC: A Memoir 

 
“Devastating and beautiful. Losing Music is pieced together in 
a particularly uncanny way, like scraps of conversation that 
gradually coalesce into an immensely powerful and 
meaningful whole.”—Sam Sacks, editor, Wall Street Journal  

John Cotter was thirty years old when he first began to 
notice a ringing in his ears. Soon the ringing became a 
roar inside his head. Next came partial deafness, then 
dizziness and vertigo that rendered him unable to walk, 
work, sleep, or even communicate. At a stage of life 
when he expected to be emerging fully into adulthood, 
teaching and writing books, he found himself “crippled 
and dependent,” and in search of care. 

When he is first told that his debilitating condition is likely 
Ménière’s Disease, but that there is “no reliable test, no 
reliable treatment, and no consensus on its cause,” 
Cotter quits teaching, stops writing, and commences 
upon a series of visits to doctors and treatment centers. 
What begins as an expedition across the country 
navigating and battling the limits of the American 
healthcare system, quickly becomes something else 
entirely: a journey through hopelessness and adaptation 
to disability. Along the way, hearing aids become 
inseparable from his sense of self, as does a growing 

understanding that the possibilities in his life are narrowing rather than expanding. And with this 
understanding of his own travails comes reflection on age-old questions around fate, coincidence, 
and making meaning of inexplicable misfortune. 

A devastating memoir that sheds urgent, bracingly honest light on both the taboos surrounding 
disability and the limits of medical science, Losing Music is refreshingly vulnerable and singularly 
illuminating—a story that will make readers see their own lives anew.  
 
US/Canada: Milkweed Editions (April 2023)  
Rights available: UK & Commonwealth 
 
John Cotter is the author of Losing Music. He has contributed essays, theater pieces, and fiction to New 
England Review, Raritan, Georgia Review, Guernica, and elsewhere. He currently lives in Providence, 
Rhode Island. 

 

 

 

 

 



65 
 

Chris Dombrowski  

THE RIVER YOU TOUCH: Making A Life on Moving Water 

 
“The magic of the book is that I came away convinced that 
learning to love a trout, or an autumn snowfall, or a wolf 
crossing a river, would teach me to love a friend or a partner in 
pain—and so to love and be connected to all beings.”—Peter 
Heller, author of The Dog Stars 

When Chris Dombrowski burst onto the literary scene with 
Body of Water, the book was acclaimed as “a classic” (Jim 
Harrison) and its author compared with John McPhee. 
Dombrowski begins the highly anticipated The River You 
Touch with a question as timely as it is profound: “What 
does a meaningful, mindful, sustainable inhabitance on 
this small planet look like in the Anthropocene?”  

He answers this fundamental question of our time initially 
by listening lovingly to rivers and the land they pulse 
through in his adopted home of Montana. Transplants 
from the post-industrial Midwest, he and his partner, 
Mary, assemble a life based precariously on her income 
as a schoolteacher, his as a poet and fly-fishing guide. 
Before long, their first child arrives, followed soon after by 
two more, all “free beings in whom flourishes an essential 
kind of knowing […], whose capacity for wonder may be 
the beacon by which we see ourselves through this dark 

epoch.” And around the young family circles a community of friends—river-rafting guides and 
conservationists, climbers and wildlife biologists—who seek to cultivate a way of living in place 
that moves beyond the mythologized West of appropriation and extraction.  

Moving seamlessly from the quotidian—diapers, the mortgage, a threadbare bank account—to 
the metaphysical—time, memory, how to live a life of integrity—Dombrowski illuminates the 
experience of fatherhood with intimacy and grace. Spending time in wild places with their children, 
he learns that their youthful sense of wonder at the beauty and connectivity of the more-than-
human world is not naivete to be shed, but rather wisdom most of us lose along the way—wisdom 
that is essential for the possibility of transformation. 
 
US/Canada: Milkweed Editions (October 2022)  
 
Chris Dombrowski is the author of The River You Touch, Body of Water, and three acclaimed collections 
of poems. Currently the assistant director of the creative writing program at the University of Montana, he 
lives with his family in Missoula.  
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Robin Wall Kimmerer 

BRAIDING SWEETGRASS: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, 

and the Teachings of Plants 

 
Over 34 weeks on the New York Times bestseller list 
Over 1.1 million copies sold in English 
 
“Kimmerer is writer of rare grace. She writes about the natural 
world from a place of such abundant passion that one can never 
quite see the world the same way after having seen it through 
Kimmerer’s eyes. In Braiding Sweetgrass, she takes us on a 
journey that is every bit as mythic as it is scientific, as sacred as 
it is historical, as clever as it is wise. She is a great teacher, and 
her words are a hymn of love to the world.” 
―Elizabeth Gilbert, author of Eat, Pray, Love 
 

As a botanist, Robin Wall Kimmerer has been trained to 
ask questions of nature with the tools of science. As a 
member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, she embraces 
the notion that plants and animals are our oldest teachers. 
In Braiding Sweetgrass, Kimmerer brings these two 
lenses of knowledge together to take us on “a journey that 
is every bit as mythic as it is scientific, as sacred as it is 
historical, as clever as it is wise” (Elizabeth Gilbert). 
Drawing on her life as an indigenous scientist, a mother, 
and a woman, Kimmerer shows how other living beings 
offer us gifts and lessons, even if we’ve forgotten how to 

hear their voices. In a rich braid of reflections, she circles toward a central argument: that the 
awakening of a wider ecological consciousness requires the acknowledgment and celebration of 
our reciprocal relationship with the rest of the living world. For only when we can hear the 
languages of other beings will we learn to give our own gifts in return. 
 
US/Canada: Milkweed (2014)    Italy: Mondadori 
UK: Penguin      Japan: Tsukiji Shokan 
Audio: Tantor       Korea: Eidos Brazil: Intrinseca  
Brazil: Intrinseca     Lithuania: Kitos Knygos 
Catalan: Cossentania Edicions   Poland: Znak Literanova 
China (Complex Chinese): Azoth   Portugal: Presenca 
China (Simplified Chinese): Commercial Press Romania: Herald Group 
Dutch: Altamira/Gottmer    Russia: Eksmo  
Estonia: Postimees     Spain: CapitanSwing 
France: Hachette Livre    Turkish: Can Publishing  
Germany: Aufbau Verlag        
 
Robin Wall Kimmerer is a mother, scientist, decorated professor, and enrolled member of the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation. She lives in Syracuse, New York, where she is a SUNY Distinguished Teaching 
Professor of Environmental Biology, and the founder and director of the Center for Native Peoples and the 
Environment. 
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Priyanka Kumar 

CONVERSATIONS WITH BIRDS 

 
“Wonderful . . . Kumar’s graceful and unusual work reminds us, 
again, of everything we lose with each insult to the natural 
world.”—Andrea Barrett, author of Natural History 

Growing up at the feet of the Himalayas in northern India, 
Priyanka Kumar took for granted her immersion in a lush 
natural world. After moving to North America as a 
teenager, she found herself increasingly distanced from 
more than human life, and discouraged by the civilization 
she saw contributing to its destruction. It was only in her 
twenties, living in Los Angeles and working on films, that 
she began to rediscover her place in the landscape—and 
in the cosmos—by way of watching birds.  

Tracing her movements across the American West, this 
stirring collection of essays brings the avian world richly 
to life. Kumar’s perspective is not that of a list keeper, 
counting and cataloguing species. Rather, from the 
mango-colored western tanager that rescues her from a 
bout of altitude sickness in Sequoia National Park to 
ancient sandhill cranes in the Bosque del Apache 
National Wildlife Refuge, and from the snowy plovers 
building shallow nests with bits of shell and grass to the 
white-breasted nuthatch that regularly visits the apricot 

tree behind her family’s casita in Sante Fe, for Kumar, birds “become a portal to a more vivid, 
enchanted world.”  

At a time when climate change, habitat loss, and the reckless use of pesticides are causing 
widespread extinction of species, Kumar’s reflections on these messengers from our distant past 
and harbingers of our future offer luminous evidence of her suggestion that “seeds of 
transformation lie dormant in all of our hearts. Sometimes it just takes the right bird to awaken 
us.” 
 
US/Canada: Milkweed Editions (November 2022) 
 
Priyanka Kumar is the author of Conversations with Birds. Her essays and criticism appear in the New 
York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Review of Books, Huffington Post, and High Country News. 
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Ada Limón 

THE HURTING KIND 

 
“Limón is a poet of ecstatic revelation. Her poetry feels fast, full of 
details, often playful, and driven by conversational voice.” —Tracy 
K. Smith, Guardian 
 

An astonishing collection about interconnectedness—
between the human and nonhuman, ancestors and 
ourselves—from National Book Critics Circle Award winner 
and National Book Award finalist Ada Limón.  
 
“I have always been too sensitive, a weeper / from a long 
line of weepers,” writes Limón. “I am the hurting kind.” What 
does it mean to be the hurting kind? To be sensitive not only 
to the world’s pain and joys, but to the meanings that bend 
in the scrim between the natural world and the human 
world? To divine the relationships between us all? To 
perceive ourselves in other beings—and to know that those 
beings are resolutely their own, that they “do not / care to be 
seen as symbols”? 
 
With Limón’s remarkable ability to trace thought, The 

Hurting Kind explores those questions—incorporating others’ stories and ways of knowing, 
making surprising turns, and always reaching a place of startling insight. These poems slip 
through the seasons, teeming with horses and kingfishers and the gleaming eyes of fish. And 
they honor parents, stepparents, and grandparents: the sacrifices made, the separate lives lived, 
the tendernesses extended to a hurting child; the abundance, in retrospect, of having two families.  
 
Along the way, we glimpse loss. There are flashes of the pandemic, ghosts whose presence 
manifests in unexpected memories and the mysterious behavior of pets left behind. But The 
Hurting Kind is filled, above all, with connection and the delight of being in the world. “Slippery 
and waddle thieving my tomatoes still / green in the morning’s shade,” writes Limón of a 
groundhog in her garden, “she is doing what she can to survive.” 
 
US/Canada: Milkweed Editions (May 2022)   
UK: Little Brown UK  
Spanish: Valparaíso       
 
Ada Limón is the author of The Hurting Kind, as well as five other collections of poems. These include, 
most recently, The Carrying, which won the National Book Critics Circle Award and was named a finalist 
for the PEN/Jean Stein Book Award, and Bright Dead Things, which was named a finalist for the National 
Book Award, the National Book Critics Circle Award, and the Kingsley Tufts Award. She is now the 24th 
U.S. Poet Laureate.  
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Juliet Patterson  

SINKHOLE: A Legacy of Suicide 

 
“A literary triumph . . . Sinkhole resurrects our dead from the 
sorrow and silences surrounding suicide and gives voice to the 
whys of their voiceless acts.”—Terry Tempest Williams, author 
of Erosion 

In 2009, Juliet Patterson was recovering from a serious car 
accident when she learned her father had died by suicide. 
His death was part of a disturbing pattern in her family. Her 
father’s father had taken his own life; so had her mother’s. 
Over the weeks and months that followed, grieving and in 
physical pain, Patterson kept returning to one question: 
Why? Why had her family lost so many men, so many 
fathers, and what lay beneath the silence that had taken 
hold? 

In three graceful movements, Patterson explores these 
questions. In the winter of her father’s death, she struggles 
to make sense of the loss—sifting through the few 
belongings he left behind, looking to signs and symbols for 
meaning. As the spring thaw comes, she and her mother 
depart Minnesota for her father’s burial in her parents’ 
hometown of Pittsburg, Kansas. A once-prosperous town 
of promise and of violence, against people and the land, 

Pittsburg is now literally undermined by abandoned claims and sinkholes. There, Patterson 
carefully gathers evidence and radically imagines the final days of the grandfathers—one a fiery 
pro-labor politician, the other a melancholy businessman—she never knew. And finally, she 
returns to her father: to the haunting subjects of goodbyes, of loss, and of how to break the cycle.  

A stunning elegy that vividly enacts Emily Dickinson’s dictum to “tell it slant,” Sinkhole richly 
layers personal, familial, political, and environmental histories to provide not answers but 
essential, heartbreaking truth. 
 
US/Canada: Milkweed Editions (September 2022) 
 
Juliet Patterson is the author of Sinkhole, as well as two collections of poems, Threnody and The Truant 
Lover, a finalist for the Lambda Award. She has received the Arts & Letters Susan Atefat Prize in nonfiction 
and the Lynda Hull Memorial Poetry Prize. She lives in Minneapolis.   
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Margaret Renkl  

THE COMFORT OF CROWS: A Backyard Year 

“Renkl’s deft juxtapositions close up the gap between humans 
and nonhumans and revive our lost kinship with other living 
things.”—Richard Powers, author of The Overstory 

 
In The Comfort of Crows, Margaret Renkl presents a 
devotional of sorts: fifty-two essays that follow the creatures 
and plants in her backyard over the course of a year. What 
develops, as we move from a crow spied on New Year’s 
Day—its resourcefulness and sense of community setting 
a theme for the year—through each season, is a portrait of 
joy and grief. Joy at the ongoing pleasures of the natural 
world: “Until the very last singing cricket falls silent, the 
beauty-besotted will always find a reason to love the world.” 
And grief at a shifting climate, at winters that end too soon, 
at songbirds growing fewer and fewer. 

Along the way, we also glimpse the changing rhythms of a 
human life, as Renkl prepares to enter the last third of her 
life. Grown children, unexpectedly at home again during the 
pandemic, prepare to depart once more. The neighborhood 
where she raised her family transforms a little more with 

every passing day, as smaller homes are torn down to make way for bigger ones, and as trees 
and wildlife corridors are destroyed in the process. How do you continue to make meaning amid 
such changes? 

With fifty-two gorgeous four-color illustrations by the author’s brother, who also illustrated Renkl’s 
Read with Jenna/TODAY Show book club pick Late Migrations, The Comfort of Crows is a 
deeply moving and lovely book from a beloved writer. 

 
US/Canada: Milkweed Editions (November 2023) 

Margaret Renkl is the author of The Comfort of Crows, Graceland, At Last, and Late Migrations. She is a 
contributing opinion writer for the New York Times, where her essays appear weekly. She lives in Nashville. 
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Elizabeth Rush  

THE QUICKENING: On Motherhood and Antarctica in the Twenty-First 

Century 

“With empathy and elegance, [Rush] conveys what it 
means to lose a world in slow motion. Picture the working-
class empathy of Studs Terkel paired with the heartbreak 
of a poet.”—Chicago Tribune  

 

An astonishing, vital book about Antarctica, climate 
change, and motherhood from the author of Rising, 
finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in General Nonfiction. 

In 2019, fifty-seven scientists and crew set out 
onboard the Nathaniel B. Palmer. Their destination: 
Thwaites Glacier. Their goal: to learn as much as 
possible about this mysterious place, never before 
visited by humans, and believed to be both rapidly 
deteriorating and capable of making a catastrophic 
impact on global sea-level rise. 

In The Quickening, Elizabeth Rush documents their voyage, offering the sublime—seeing an 
iceberg for the first time; the staggering waves of the Drake Passage—alongside the workaday 
moments of this groundbreaking expedition. A ping-pong tournament at sea. Long hours in the 
lab. All the effort that goes into caring for and protecting human life in a place that is inhospitable 
to it. Along the way, she takes readers on a personal journey around a more intimate question: 
What does it mean to bring a child into the world at this time of radical change? 

What emerges is a new kind of Antarctica story, one preoccupied not with flag planting but with 
the collective and challenging work of imagining a better future. With understanding the language 
of a continent where humans have only been present for two centuries. With the contributions 
and concerns of women, who were largely excluded from voyages until the last few decades, and 
of crew members of color, whose labor has often gone unrecognized. The Quickening teems 
with their voices—with the colorful stories and personalities of Rush’s shipmates—in a thrilling 
chorus. 

Urgent and brave, absorbing and vulnerable, The Quickening is another essential book from 
Elizabeth Rush. 

 
US/Canada: Milkweed Editions (August 2023) 
 
 
Elizabeth Rush is the author of The Quickening and Rising, a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in General 
Nonfiction. Her work has appeared in the New York Times, the Washington Post, The Guardian, The 
Atlantic, Harper’s, Pacific Standard, and the New Republic, among many others. She lives in Rhode Island, 
where she teaches creative nonfiction at Brown University. 
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