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óPemi Aguda 

THE SUICIDE MOTHERS 
 

When The Suicide Mothers was a work-in-
progress, it was awarded The Deborah Rogers 
Foundation Writers Award, judged by Max 
Porter, Sarah Perry, and Ian Rankin. Hereôs 
what they said:  
 
ñAnd to our winner: first prize goes to óPemi 
Aguda for The Suicide Mothers. This novel 
begins with a real wow moment and sustains 
momentum as it draws us into a world that is 
utterly contemporary yet has room for the mythic 
and supernatural. The politics of Lagos, 
environmental concerns, and the coming of age 
of the young and pregnant protagonist make for 
a wonderfully kinetic and gripping story.ò 

 
In The Suicide Mothers, twenty-three-year-
old Yosoye arrives in Lagos from her smaller 

home city of Ibadan, randomly assigned by the government to a post-university internship at a 
high-end architectural firm developing exclusive waterfront housing throughout the city. For 
introverted Yosoye, the plum assignment is a chance to spread her wings, build a full life, and 
envision a rewarding future. However, some sleuthing during her off-hours reveals a dark side to 
the architectural firm she works for. All those pristine developments are going up on land that was 
violently confiscated by the state from poor waterfront communities who had lived on it for 
generations. Yosoye is rattled: How can she envision her own future when she is complicit in 
erasing the past and destroying the future of others? 
 
Yosoyeôs personal and professional crisis of faith unfolds against the eerie backdrop of an 
epidemic that is holding Lagos in thrall: all across the city, pregnant women are walking into the 
water, drowning in inexplicable suicides. The discovery that she is unexpectedly pregnant further 
destabilizes Yosoye. In her increasing isolation and dismay, she is visited at night by the suicide 
mothers, who lure her to join them beneath the waves. As Yosoyeôs only true friend, Kiitan, battles 
to keep her in the world of the living, Yosoye drifts further away, drawn by the waterôs call. 
 
Currently on submission 
 
óPemi Aguda was raised in Lago and is a graduate of the Zell MFA program at the University of Michigan. 
She has been building an impressive portfolio of publications (American Short Fiction, Granta, One Story, 
Ploughshares, Tor.com, Zoetrope, and Zyzzyva) and accolades over the last three years, including a 
National Magazine Award finalist citation for ñ24, Alhaji Streetò (published in Zoetrope); and inclusion of 
ñBreastmilkò (One Story) in The Best Short Stories 2022: The O. Henry Prize Winners, edited by Valeria 
Luiselli. Her work has been supported by a Bread Loaf Writers Scholarship; an Octavia Butler Memorial 
Scholarship; and an Aspen Words Emerging Writer Fellowship. She was the 2021 Fiction Fellow at the 
Miami Book Fair, where she worked on The Suicide Mothers with Edwidge Danticat; a 2022 MacDowell 
Fellow; and a 2022 Lighthouse Work fellow. 
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óPemi Aguda 

GHOSTROOTS: STORIES 
 

ñThe short stories of the new writer ôPemi Aguda are so brilliant that she has quickly become a favorite.ò ï
Jeff VanderMeer from the New York Times Book Review ñBy the Bookò  

 
In Ghostroots, óPemi Aguda vividly evokes ñthe specter that is Lagos, bright and glittering from 
a distance, nothing but grime and sweat up close.ò The thirteen dazzling stories in this collection 
reveal starkly different facets of the city, from its streets full of ñbustling pedestrians, evangelizing 
preachers, bus drivers yelling for passengersò to its colorful markets, polished offices, humble 
family homes, gated estates, and haunted houses. Against these varied backdrops, in stories 
grounded in the terrestrial world but well traversed by ghosts and spirits, characters vie for 
freedom from ancestral ties to family and community, from which it sometimes seems there can 
be no escape. 
 
In ñManifest,ò a young womanôs mother begins to see the ghost of her own abusive mother in her 
daughterôs face. Shortly after, the young woman is overtaken by increasingly wicked and 
destructive impulses. This spooky tale of possession invites us to question the extent to which we 
control our own destiny, and how evil is perpetuated down the generations. In ñBreastmilk,ò a wife 
forgives her husband for his infidelity. When, months later, she is unable to produce milk for her 
newborn, she blames herself for failing to uphold her own motherôs feminist values and doubts 
her own fitness for motherhood. In ñThe Hollow,ò a junior architect shows up to take the 
measurements of a house her firm will be renovating; but the house, with its logic-defying layout 
and walls that seem to shift, gets the best of her. When the owner divulges the troubled history of 
the family who lived there, the architect is flooded with her own suppressed memories. These and 
other stories in Ghostroots dramatize the tension between our yearning to be individuals and the 
ways we are haunted by what came before. 
 
Currently on submission 

 
óPemi Aguda was raised in Lago and is a graduate of the Zell MFA program at the University of Michigan. 
She has been building an impressive portfolio of publications (American Short Fiction, Granta, One Story, 
Ploughshares, Tor.com, Zoetrope, and Zyzzyva) and accolades over the last three years, including a 
National Magazine Award finalist citation for ñ24, Alhaji Streetò (published in Zoetrope); and inclusion of 
ñBreastmilkò (One Story) in The Best Short Stories 2022: The O. Henry Prize Winners, edited by Valeria 
Luiselli. Her work has been supported by a Bread Loaf Writers Scholarship; an Octavia Butler Memorial 
Scholarship; and an Aspen Words Emerging Writer Fellowship. She was the 2021 Fiction Fellow at the 
Miami Book Fair, where she worked on The Suicide Mothers with Edwidge Danticat; a 2022 MacDowell 
Fellow; and a 2022 Lighthouse Work fellow. 
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Nathan Ballingrud 

THE STRANGE 

 
ñThe most enjoyable novel Iôve read in years, no contest. 
Before The Strange, I never realized I wanted to be 
marooned on the dustbowl of Mars, joining an epic quest 
through ghost towns haunted by the living. Ballingrud is 
already a master of literary horror, his short stories 
consistently brilliant. But in his page-turner of a debut novel, 
that talent radiates brighter than ever before.ò ïïMat 
Johnson, author of Invisible Things and Pym 

 
1931, New Galveston, Mars: Fourteen-year-old 
Anabelle Crisp sets off across the Martian desert to 
find the criminals who have stolen the last memory of 
her mother, broken her fatherôs heart, and left her 
burning with a need for revenge. Shortly after 
Annabelleôs mother leaves Mars to tend to her dying 
mother, all communication from Earth stops. No more 
ships, no more messages, and no explanations. The 
colonists on Mars, frightened and bereft, come to refer 
to it as the Silence. Her only real friend is the robotic 
dishwasher sheôs named Watson, and her only 
escape from worry comes from the movies and dime 
novels she loves. 
 
Everything changes one night when a group of 
mysterious desert cultists known as the Moths raid the 

diner at closing time, beating her father and robbing them of several items ï one of which is the 
final recording of her motherôs voice, with messages left for both of them. As the people of New 
Galveston debate how best to respond, Anabelle fumes at their inaction and ranges out into the 
Martian desert on a search for the Moths, both to recover her motherôs recording and to exact 
revenge on them. Joining her are her robot Watson; Joe Reilly, a disgraced spaceship pilot; and 
Sally Milkwood, a notorious moonshiner who participated in the robbery at the diner. 
 
Before they can brave the Martian desert they must pass through Dig Town, a derelict mining 
community where a mineral called the Strange has warped the residents in frightening ways. 
Along the journey Anabelle discovers Mars is a haunted world, infested with ghosts and alive with 
malignant intent ï and New Galveston, once thought a safe haven, little more than a guttering 
candle in a dark world. At once evoking the dreams of a lost America and the harder realities of 
frontier life, Ballingrudôs novel is stirring in its evocation of Anabelleôs quest for revenge amidst a 
spent and angry world. 
 
US/Canada: Saga Press/S&S (March 2023) 
UK: Titan Books 
 
Nathan Ballingrud is the author of Wounds: Six Stories from the Border of Hell, and North American Lake 

Monsters, winner of the 2013 Shirley Jackson Award. He has been shortlisted for the World Fantasy, British 

Fantasy, and Bram Stoker Awards. His stories have been adapted into the Hulu series Monsterland. The 

Strange is his first novel. He lives in Asheville, North Carolina. 
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Lisa Barr 

THE LAST SEDUCTION 
 

The Last Seduction is the captivating tale of iconic 
film legend Lena Browning, known in her heyday as 
ñTHE Faceò from her youth in the Warsaw ghetto, to 
her rise to stardom in Hollywoodôs golden era of the 
1950ôs, to the present time. Now a famously reclusive 
older grande dame of the movie industry, Lena agrees 
to have her life made into a biopic by young starlet 
Sienna under one condition: she insists on acting out 
the final scene in real-time with no script, no 
rehearsal. One scene, one act. Lenaôs plan is to use 
Sienna to right the wrongs of her past. Her final act, 
ñthe last seductionò like her acting career as a 
renowned femme fatale, will be one of exquisite 
vengeance. 
 
The Last Seduction is a propulsive novel filled with 
murder, scandal, secrets, deception, and art. In her 
final act, our complex protagonist will ironically find 
her new beginning. Think Mila 18 meets The Seven 
Husband of Evelyn Hugo. 

 
US/Canada: HarperCollins (Spring 2024)  
 
Lisa Barr is the award-winning author of Woman on Fire, The Unbreakables, and the historical thriller 
Fugitive Colors. She served as an editor for The Jerusalem Post, managing editor of Todayôs Chicago 
Woman, and an editor/reporter for the Chicago Sun-Times. She has been featured on Good Morning 
America and TODAY for her work as an author/journalist/blogger.   
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Lisa Barr 
WOMAN ON FIRE 
 

A New York Times and USA Today Bestseller 
 
"An exuberant and propulsive thriller laced with sex, art, and 
history. Lisa Barr has created an unforgettable story that forces 
readers to question where the line should be drawn between the 
pursuit of justice and the hunt for revenge."  
ðAlyson Richman, bestselling author of The Secret of Clouds 

 
The suspenseful tale of a young journalist embroiled in a 
major art scandal around a Nazi-looted masterpiece, forcing 
the ultimate showdown.  
 
ñWoman on Fireò, the last masterpiece by murdered 
Expressionist artist Ernst Engel, has been lost to history for 
over seventy-five years. But after a secret treasure trove of 
modern art, worth $1.5 billion dollars, is stolen in Munich from 
the heir of Hitlerôs ñart thiefò, rumors swirl that the infamous 
painting is among the loot. Art dealer Margaux de Laurent, 
the ruthless scion to the art worldôs most prominent dynasty, 
will stop at nothing to stake her claim to the artwork. 
Meanwhile, Ellis Baum, a fashion icon with a hidden past, is 
also determined to find ñWoman on Fireò and bring her home. 

Ellis employs investigative reporter Dan Mansfield to help him, but insists the mission must remain 
top-secret. Dan, in turn, recruits young and brilliant journalist Jules Roth to follow the trail. What 
begins as a race to find a long-lost painting becomes a thrilling story of deception, revenge, and 
harrowing family secrets. 
 
In the vein of Cristina Algerôs The Bankerôs Wife, with prose as glittering and luminescent as a 
Klimt painting, Lisa Barr returns with a riveting novel of art and love. 
  
US/Canada: HarperCollins (March 2022)  Film Rights: The Vanguard  
UK: Welbeck       France: lôArchipel                                                        
Czech Republic: Grada     Portugal: Edicoes ASA II 
 
Lisa Barr is the award-winning author of Woman on Fire, The Unbreakables, and the historical thriller 
Fugitive Colors. She served as an editor for The Jerusalem Post, managing editor of Todayôs Chicago 
Woman, and an editor/reporter for the Chicago Sun-Times. She has been featured on Good Morning 
America and TODAY for her work as an author/journalist/blogger.   
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Jai Chakrabarti 
A SMALL SACRIFICE FOR AN ENORMOUS HAPPINESS: STORIES 
 

ñThese are beautiful stories, sometimes wrenching, 
sometimes redeeming, always pulling us into unexpected 
spacesðof the world, of the human heart. Chakrabarti is an 
accomplished and insightful writer.ò ðChitra Banerjee 
Divakaruni, best-selling author of The Last 
Queen and The Forest of Enchantments  

An immersive, globe-trotting short story collection from 
the National Jewish Book Award-winning author of A 
Play for the End of the World (ñan impressive debutòð
Meg Wolitzer). 

In the fourteen masterful stories that make up this 
collection, Jai Chakrabarti crosses continents and 
cultures to excavate the lives of people in the throes of 
change. A closeted gay man in 1980s Kolkata seeks to 
have a child with his loverôs wife. An Indian widow, 
engaged to a Jewish man, struggles to balance her 
cultural identity with the rituals and traditions of her 
newfound family. An American musician travels to see 
his guru for the final timeðand makes a promise he 
cannot keep. A young woman from an Indian village 
arrives in Brooklyn to care for the toddler of a biracial 
couple. And a mystical agent is sent by a mother to 

solve her sonôs domestic problems.  

Throughout, the charactersô most vulnerable desires power life-altering decisions. The stories in A 
Small Sacrifice for an Enormous Happiness capture men and women struggling with 
transformation and familial bonds; they traverse the intersections of countries and cultures to 
illuminate what it means to love in uncertain times; and they showcase the skill of a storyteller 
who dazzles with the breadth of his vision. 
 
Throughout, it is the characterôs most vulnerable desires that power life-altering decisions. The 
stories in A Small Sacrifice for an Enormous Happiness capture men and women struggling 
with transformation and familial bonds; they traverse the intersections of countries and cultures 
to illuminate what it means to love in uncertain times; and they showcase the skill of a storyteller 
who dazzles with the breadth of his vision. 
  
US/Canada: Knopf (February 2023) 
 
Jai Chakrabarti is the author of the debut novel A Play for the End of the World (Knopf), which won 
the 2021 National Jewish Book Award and was longlisted for the PEN/Faulkner Award. His fiction has 
appeared in numerous journals and has been anthologized in The O. Henry Prize Stories, The Best 
American Short Stories, and awarded a Pushcart Prize. Chakrabarti was an Emerging Writer Fellow 
with A Public Space and received his MFA from Brooklyn College. He was born in Kolkata, India, and 
now lives in Brooklyn, New York, with his family. 
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Jai Chakrabarti 

Backlist 

Longlisted for the 2022 PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction 
Winner of the National Jewish Book Award in Debut Fiction 
 
US/Canada: Knopf (2021) 
Film/TV: Loudmouth Media 
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Jennine Capó Crucet 

SAY HELLO TO MY LITTLE FRIEND 

ñBoth urgently of-the-moment and destined to be a 

classic.ò ˈCurtis Sittenfeld / Vanity Fair on Make 

Your Home Among Strangers 
 
By turns satirical and surreal, Say Hello to My 
Little Friend combines elements of the 
quintessential immigrant-story-gone-haywire film 
Scarface with the classic novel Moby Dick, all set 
in a sinking Miami in 2017.  
 
When his career as an unauthorized Pitbull 
impersonator comes to an abrupt end, Israel 
ñIzzyò Reyes decides to model himself after Tony 
Montana in Scarface: like his idol, heôll learn to 
smuggle Cuban refugees into the U.S. Along with 
his sidekick Rudy, Izzyôs digressions take the pair 
around the city of Miami: its malls, its 
neighborhoods, its unhealthy obsessions with 

breast augmentation and leg days at the gym, and its nightclubs past and present. 
 
When Izzy and Rudy head to the Miami Aquarium for inspiration, they meet the novelôs other 
protagonist: Lolita, a captive orca. She finds that she can hear Izzyôs thoughts and influence his 
actionsðthough she canôt be sure if this is real or if itôs a result of her intense loneliness. As an 
impending hurricane threatens to upend Miami, Izzy, Lolita, and a cast of characters are drawn 
together in an epic quest and a story that asks: what makes a hero, and what dreams are worth 
chasing?   
 

US/Canada: Simon & Schuster (2024) 
UK: Riverrun 
Film/TV: AMC 

 
Jennine Capó Crucet is the author of Make Your Home Among Strangers, winner of the International 
Latino Book Award and cited as a best book of the year by NBC Latino, the Guardian, and the Miami Herald; 
and of How to Leave Hialeah, which won the Iowa Short Fiction Award and the John Gardner Book Prize. 
She is also a contributing Opinion Writer for The New York Times and a recipient of an O. Henry Prize. Her 
essay collection, My Time Among the Whites, was published by Picador in September 2019. 
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Jonathan Escoffery 

IF I SURVIVE YOU 

 

Longlisted for a 2022 National Book Award 
 
ñIf I Survive You is a collection of connected short stories that reads 
like a novel, that reads like real life, that reads like fiction written at 
the highest level. This is a compelling hurricane of a book that 
sweeps the past, present and future together into one inextricable 
knot. This is where Jonathan Escoffrey's career begins. There are 
no limits to where he will go."ïïAnn Patchett, author of The Dutch 
House 

A collection of linked short stories about a family that escapes 
political violence in Jamaica only to face complex problems of 
a different sort as they attempt to put down roots in Miami.  
 
If I Survive You centers on Trelawny, the US-born younger 
son of a Jamaican-American family, as he navigates 
turbulence in a family strained to the breaking point by cultural 
and intergenerational tension, and simultaneously confronts 
the confounding issues of race and belonging that cast long 
shadows over his childhood and stymie his transition into 
adulthood. The collection opens with ñIn Flux,ò a tour de force 
exploration of identity and the psychology of race in America. 

Escoffery has a warm, slyly clever voice that captures the cultural dislocation and alienation of 
immigrant families. Readers follow Trelawnyôs story both backward into childhoodðone ripped 
apart, literally, by Hurricane Andrew and, figuratively, by his parentsô divorceðand forward as he 
struggles to carve out a place for himself in postï2008 recession Miami. After a rift with his father, 
Topper, he claws his way out of disconnection and homelessness, stories told in ñOdd Jobsò and 
ñIndependent Living.ò ñUnder the Ackee Tree,ò written in a rich Jamaican patois, grapples with 
Topperôs failings as a father while evoking the aching sadness of being uprooted from oneôs 
homeland. The closing title story, a harrowing and emotionally mature reckoning with generations 
of familial pain, brings us back to Trelawny as it digs deeper into the primary themes of inheritance 
and legacy.  
 
If I Survive You establishes Jonathan Escofferyôs profound abilities beyond dispute, showcasing 
his lyricism, his strong, intelligent voice, his gift for narrative, his cultural and political astuteness, 
and his delightful sense of humor. 
 
US/Canada: FSG (September 2022)  France: Albin Michel      
UK: Fourth Estate    Germany: Piper 
Canada: McClelland & Stewart  Spain & Latin America: Alianza 
     
 
Jonathan Escoffery is the recipient of the 2020 Plimpton Prize for Fiction, a 2020 NEA fellowship, and the 
2020 ASME Award for Fiction from the American Society of Magazine Editors for his story ñUnder the Ackee 
Treeò (The Paris Review). His stories have appeared in American Short Fiction, Electric Literatureôs 
Recommended Reading, ZYZZYVA, Prairie Schooner, and AGNI. He is a 2021-2022 Stegner Fellow and 
a doctoral fellow in the University of Southern Californiaôs PhD in Creative Writing and Literature Program. 
He is a Jamaican American writer who grew up in Miami, Florida. 
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Juliette Fay 

THE HALF OF IT  

ñImbued with her trademark warmth and wit, The Half of It 
by Juliette Fay is a gorgeously written stunner of a novel 
about family, love, grief, and ultimately, second chances. 
Fay is a master of creating characters who feel so real, 
their stories so emotionally resonant -- I know that Helen 
and Cal and their families will linger in my heart long after 
I turned the last page.ò ïJillian Cantor, USA Today 
bestselling author of Beautiful Little Fools 

With humor, heart, and grace, USA Today bestselling 
author Juliette Fay delivers an immensely satisfying 
page-turner, perfect for fans of Josie Silver and Jojo 
Moyes. 
 
When 58-year-old Helen Spencer reviews her life, what 
she sees are the mistakes. Over the years, things 
seemed to go sideways incrementally, one little wrong 
decision at a time. She can even pinpoint where it all 
started to go awry: a wonderous, romantic night in the 
woods her senior year of high school with a boy named 
Cal Crosby. A night she would soon work hard to forget. 
Forty years, one marriage, three children, and one 
grandbaby later, suddenly there he isðCal (expletive) 

Crosby!ðright in front of her with grandchildren of his own in tow. The chance to finally get some 
answers and sort out what happened is within reach. But Helen would much prefer to keep that 
night and all the fury, hurt, and sorrow that followed tightly locked away where she doesnôt have 
to face it.  
 
Cal Crosby, however, is ready to talk. He has no idea of the can of worms heôs about to open. In 
fact, he doesnôt know the half of it. 
 
A warm and poignant novel about settling the past, rekindling lost friendships, and rediscovering 
love when you least expect it. 
 
US/Canada: William Morrow (April 2023) 

Juliette Fay is the award-winning, bestselling author of five previous novels, including Shelter Me, a 
Massachusetts Book Award and Indie Next pick, and The Tumbling Turner Sisters, a USA 
Today bestseller. Juliette is a graduate of Boston College and Harvard University, and lives in 
Massachusetts with her family. 
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Carlos Fonseca 

AUSTRAL 

ñFollowing the steps of Horacio Castellanos Moya and Roberto 
Bolaño, Carlos Fonseca is one of those great writers who are 
able to capture the global experience from a Latin American 
perspectiveé Novels such as his question the history of 
humanity while remaining loyal to it, however terrible or 
tragic.ò ïLe Grand Continent 
 
An English writer attempts to finish her last manuscript as 
she suffers from aphasia. A last indigenous speaker 
faces the extinction of his culture, and an anthropologist 
seeks to save his language. A survivor from the 
Guatemalan genocide gathers lost memories after 
trauma from war, through the construction of an esoteric 
memory theatre. The narrator, a disillusioned literary 
professor, comes to terms with his past through an old 
friendôs posthumous manuscript, a book on the footprints 
we leave, the ones we erase and the ones we try to 
reshape.  
 
Austral is a story of mourning but also the story of a 
return: the narrator to himself, the protagonist to 
Latin America. An ecological novel that traces, against 
contemporary tourist landscapes, the courage of those 

last guardians who refuse to surrender to the monstrous and violent course of modernity. A global 
novel on the dangers of globalization and on the multiple deserts and the multiple ruins that it 
leaves behind. From the arid Guatemalan lands to the high Peruvian Amazon, passing through 
Nueva Germania, the antisemite commune founded in Paraguay by Nietzscheôs 
sister, Austral takes us on a long journey to the south in its attempt to excavate the origins of 
contemporary xenophobia. A powerful reflection on language, art and nature, that responds to a 
calling, one thatôs easier said than done: getting closer to distant pain. An English sample is 
available. 
 

US/Canada: FSG (May 2023)   Greece: Kastaniotis 
UK: MacLehose     Spain: Anagrama 
France: Scribes/Gallimard    Turkey: Metis 
Germany: Wagenbach     
 
Managed by Sandra Pareja (sandra@mmqlit.com) 

 
Carlos Fonseca (Costa Rica, 1987) has been named one of the twenty best Latin American writers born 
in the 1980s at the Guadalajara Book Fair, and in 2017 he was included in the Bogotá39 list of the best 
Latin American writers under forty. In 2021, he was featured on Britannicaôs ñ20 Under 40: Young Shapers 
of the Futureò and Granta chose him as a ñBest Young Spanish Language Novelistò. His work has been 
featured in The Guardian, The White Review, Bomb Magazine, Letras Libres, Literary Hub. He is a Trinity 
College Fellow in Cambridge, and lives in London. 

  

mailto:sandra@mmqlit.com
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Sarah Jackson 

A BIT MUCH 

ñWhat do you do when the one person in the world who 
understands the ugliest and most glorious parts of you may be 
dying? Is it possible to love while suffering anticipatory grief? 
Sarah Jackson answers these questions with a flourish, in a 
wickedly funny voice that captures all the awkward nuances of 
being twenty-four. Her debut novel is an audacious celebration 
of the young women who are too often told they are a bit much.ò 
ðDoretta Lau, author of How Does a Single Blade of Grass 
Thank the Sun?  

Alice is in the midst of a breakdown. The twenty-four-
year-old has lost her job, which she hated but needed. 
Sheôs finding it difficult to eat and is losing too much 
weight; she canôt sleep; and she spends her days lying in 
bed, scrolling through social media, instead of 
responding to concerned friends and family. Alice has a 
singular focus: Mia, her closest friend since childhood, 
whoôs currently being treated for a serious illness. Mia 
has always been an emotional anchor, and Alice canôt 
stand to watch her best friendôs body break down.  

Still focused on all things Mia while trying to do ñnormalò 
activities to convince others sheôs a stable, happy 
woman, Alice meets her new neighbor, James. Heôs 

interested in her, but Alice is resistant. Sheôs never had luck with dating, so doesnôt feel hopeful 
about James: besides, why focus on anything else when Mia so clearly needs her?  

Mia encourages Alice to keep moving, to date, go out, work, even as her own condition worsens 
and the relationship between the best friends becomes strained. But as Alice tries to push herself 
to do more and to connect with James, she struggles to get out of her own head and out of her 
own way. 

Reminiscent of Sally Rooneyôs Normal People and the shrewd observations of Halle Butlerôs The 
New Me, A Bit Much is a sharp and dazzling debut, heralding a new voice in millennial fiction.  
 
Canada: Penguin (June 2022) 
 
Sarah Jackson works in publishing. She studied English Literature at the University of Toronto and lives 
in Toronto. 
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Adam Langer  

CYCLORAMA 

"As the old saying goes, comedy equals tragedy plus time. Adam 
Langerôs new novel, Cyclorama, significantly complicates that 
equation... Langer is as good a prop master as the one for 
Netflixôs Stranger Things, judiciously peppering his pages with 
relics from the past... the literary equivalent of a Mary Lou Retton 
tumbling pass." ïAlexandra Jacobs, New York Times  
 

The deeply moving, propulsive story of ten teenagers 
brought together by a high school production of The Diary 
of Anne Frank that will shape and influence the rest of their 
lives. 
 
Evanston, Illinois, 1982. A group of students at a magnet 
high school meet to audition for the spring play. They are 
eager for the chance to escape their difficult everyday lives. 
Declan, an experienced senior, is confident he'll get his first-
choice role, but when the capricious, charismatic drama 
director casts Franklin, an unknown underclassman-and 
the two are seen alone at the director's house-a series of 
events that will haunt the cast for years begins to unfold. 
 
2016. The actors have moved on with their lives. Some are 

wildly successful, some never left their hometown, and some just want to be left alone. Everything 
changes, however, when one former cast member comes forward with an allegation dating back 
to the time of the play. The consequences of this public revelation will be far-reaching and 
complex, reverberating through all of their lives in unexpected ways. 
 
US/Canada: Bloomsbury (August 2022) 
 
Adam Langer is a journalist, editor, and the author of a memoir and five novels including The 
Washington Story, Ellington Boulevard, The Thieves of Manhattan, The Salinger Contract, and the 
internationally best-selling novel Crossing California, which was described in the Chicago Tribune by 
James Atlas as ñthe most vivid novel about Chicago since Saul Bellow's Herzog and the most 
ambitious debut set in Chicago since Philip Roth's Letting Go.ò Formerly a senior editor at Book 
Magazine and a frequent contributor to the New York Times, he currently serves as culture editor at 
The Forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 
 

Kelly Link 

THE BOOK OF LOVE 

In the middle of the night, three 
teenagersðLaura, Daniel, and 
Moðmissing for a year and 
presumed dead, suddenly 
reappear along with a nameless 
fourth boy in their high school 
music teacherôs classroom. The 
teacher, Mr. Anabin, and a 
shadowy entity, Bogomil, who 
rules the otherworldly realm 
where Laura and the others were 
imprisoned, strike a bargain 
giving two of the four teens a 
chance to return permanently to 
their mortal lives. To do so, they 
must solve the mystery of their 
deaths and learn how to manage 

the magic they now possess. While they go about accomplishing these tasks, they realize the 
world around them has continued as if they never went missingïïparents and friends think theyôve 
been enjoying freshman year at a music conservatory in Ireland. Other supernatural beings with 
their own agendas begin to descend upon the small seaside town of Lovesend, Massachusetts, 
while SusannahïïLauraôs sister, Moôs friend, and Danielôs exïïattempts to make sense of what 
she feels versus what she is slowly beginning to remember. 
 
In The Book of Love, Kelly Link is at the height of her powers, investigating everything from the 
uncanny to the nature of friendship and family ties with her trademark compassion, wit, literary 
derring-do, and intelligence. The Book of Love will leave no doubt as to why The New York 
Times hailed her as ña sorceress to be reckoned with.ò 
 

US/Canada: Random House (Spring 2024) 
UK: Head of Zeus 
 
Kelly Linkôs most recent collection (Get in Trouble; 2014), was a Pulitzer Prize finalist, a national bestseller, 
and named one of the Best Books of the Year by The Washington Post, NPR, the Chicago Tribune, Time, 
Slate, and the San Francisco Chronicle. She is the author of three other collections: Stranger Things 
Happen, Magic for Beginners, and Pretty Monsters. Her short stories have been published in A Public 
Space, One Story, Tin House, The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction, The Best American Short 
Stories, and Prize Stories: The O. Henry Awards. She currently lives with her husband and daughter in 
Northampton, Massachusetts. She was awarded a MacArthur Fellowship (aka Genius Grant) in 2018. 
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Kelly Link 

WHITE CAT, BLACK DOG 

ñKelly Linkôs stories are spooky and funny, grounded and floating, and 
as always, Linkôs own, completely. There is no mistaking a story by 
Kelly Link. This book is sublime.òðEmma Straub, author of This 
Time Tomorrow 
 

White Cat, Black Dog is MacArthur Fellow Kelly Linkôs 
dazzlingly imaginative new collection of seven fairy tales, each 
one ingeniously transfigured and reinvented for the modern 
world. Finding seeds of inspiration in the Brothers Grimm, 
seventeenth-century French tales, Scottish ballads, and other 
source material, Link spins them into utterly original tales of 
seekersðcharacters on the hunt, whether it be for love, 
connection, revenge, or their own identity and purpose. 

In the opening story, ñThe White Catôs Divorce,ò a mordantly 
funny take on a classic quest tale, an aging billionaire haunted 
by the specter of death sends his three sons on a series of 
absurd goose chases. The youngest, after stumbling onto a 
Colorado pot farm during a blizzard, would be content to spend 

the rest of his days there, pitching in on the farm and getting high. But the white cat who runs the 
farm, and who becomes the first steady source of love the young man has ever known, has a 
dark agenda of her own. In ñThe Girl Who Did Not Know Fear,ò a professor with a delicate health 
condition becomes stranded for days in Detroit after a conference. Time seems eerily suspended 
as she shuttles between the airport, trying to get home to her wife and young daughter, and the 
airport hotel, where she spends nights swimming in the deserted pool. But this is only an illusion: 
time is hurtling forward, and the professor is in acute danger of being late for an appointment that 
cannot be missed. In ñSkinderôs Veil,ò the final tale and pi¯ce de r®sistance, a young man agrees 
to take over a remote house-sitting gig for a friend with an emergency situation. But what should 
be a chance to focus on his long-avoided dissertation instead becomes a wildly unexpected 
journey, as the house seems to be a portal for otherworldly travelersðor perhaps a door into his 
own mysterious psyche. 

In White Cat, Black Dog, Kelly Link demonstrates anew what makes her the queen of blending 
realism and speculative elements. Twisting and winding in astonishing ways; hilarious, deeply 
empathetic, and never predictable; these stories will remind readers once again why Kelly Link is 
incomparable in her art. 

US/Canada: Random House (March 2023)   
UK: Head of Zeus 
 
Kelly Linkôs most recent collection (Get in Trouble; 2014), was a Pulitzer Prize finalist, a national bestseller, 
and named one of the Best Books of the Year by The Washington Post, NPR, the Chicago Tribune, Time, 
Slate, and the San Francisco Chronicle. She is the author of three other collections: Stranger Things 
Happen, Magic for Beginners, and Pretty Monsters. Her short stories have been published in A Public 
Space, One Story, Tin House, The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction, The Best American Short 
Stories, and Prize Stories: The O. Henry Awards. She currently lives with her husband and daughter in 
Northampton, Massachusetts.  
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Kelly Link 

Backlist 

Pulitzer Prize Finalist 2016 

 

US/Canada: Random House 

UK: Canongate 

Australia: Text 

Brazil: Alaude Editorial 

Spanish (world): Seix Barral 

Turkey: Ithaki 

 

 

 

 

 

 

US/Canada: Random House 

UK: Harper UK 

Argentina and Chile: Evaristo Editorial 

Spain: Seix Barral 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

US/Canada: Small Beer Press 

Argentina and Chile: Evaristo Editorial 
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Julia Malye 

LA LOUISIANE 

La Louisiane is inspired by the true, barely known story of the 
Baleine Brides, eighty-eight orphan girls who were pretty much 
imprisoned in the Parisian hospital La Salpetrière, to then be 
abducted out of desperate need for the colonies. The author 
retraces the steps of three of these eight-eight women, 
reincarnates not their adventure but their constant adaptation 
for survival as they navigate the treacherous world of yellow 
fever, war, famine, slavery, raging husbands and hurricanes. 
The smallest agency these women find, they hang on to it with 
their lives.  

Geneviève, a queer abortionist, guided by her very brief idyllic 
childhood in Provence; Charlotte, a twelve-year old bride who 
never met any blood relative; Pétronille, a fallen aristocrat who 
struggles with mental heath issues difficult to diagnose. The 
three of them discover friendship, sexuality, motherhood, grief, 
without prejudice, filters, set frameworks. These three women 

who were born and raised into the thickest solitude, to then sink even deeper into it, betray each 
other but also save each other without knowing it. Other multi-faceted characters mark their way 
and also tell this collectively told tale: Etiennette, Charlotteôs best friend who settles for any easy 
way out; Atawah, a herbal doctor from the Natchez tribe, who both loves and hates Pétronille. We 
witness them as they grow older and learn how, in very limited circumstances, to choose the 
direction of their own lives, heroically breaking free from the confines of their caste.  

US: Harper Books (March 2024)    Polish: Muza S.A. 
UK: Headline Review     Norway: Gyldendal Norsk 
France: Stock / Livre de Poche (2023)  Germany: Hanser 
Spain: Salamandra     Serbia: Dereta 
Italy: Mondadori     Russia: Arkadia Publishers 
Netherlands: Podium     Arabic: Dar al Adab 
Portugal: Penguin     Hungary: Helikon Kiado 
Greece: Metaixmio     Catalan: Edicions 62 
Israel: Tchelet      Turkey: Ithaki 
Czech: Albatros     TV/Film: Legendary/Glengrove 
Lithuania: Alma Littera 
 
Managed by Sandra Pareja (sandra@mmqlit.com) 

Julia Malye (Paris, 1994), a graduate of Oregon State Universityôs MFA program in fiction, is the author of 
three published novelsðLa fiancée de Tocqueville, which was awarded the Prix des Lycéens du Salon du 
Livre du Touquet in 2010, Thémoé, nominated for the Prix du Jury du Salon du Livre du Touquet in 2013, 
and Les fantômes de Christopher D. (Fayard, 2016). Malye was awarded the Prix de la Nouvelle of La 
Sorbonne Nouvelle and was a recipient of the Fulbright Commission's Leonora Lindsley Memorial 
Fellowship. Her work in English has appeared in the Chicago Quarterly Review. She lives in Paris where 
she teaches creative writing at Sciences Po Paris, and at the Center for Writing and Rhetoric of Sciences 
Po Paris. 
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Lydia Millet 

DINOSAURS 

ñé [E]nfolds thematic and psychological depths in elegant, 
deceptively simply proseé. Another life-affirming work from a 
writer who always carves her own literary path.ò ïKirkus 
Reviews (starred review) 

 
A stunning new novel from the author of A Childrenôs 
Bible, a National Book Award finalist and one of the New 
York Times Book Reviewôs 10 Best Books of 2020.  
Dinosaurs is the story of an Arizona manôs relationship 
with the family next door, whose house has a wall of 
glass. 
 
Lydia Milletôs exquisite new novel opens with a man 
named Gil walking from New York to Arizona to escape 
the aftermath of a failed love. When he arrives, he 
discovers the house next door has a wall made entirely 
of glass. New neighbors soon move in ð a beautiful 
mother and handsome father, an aloof teenage girl and 
vulnerable young boy. Captivated by the family, Gil 
begins to emerge from solitude. Within the friendships 
and griefs of the story Millet etches an uncanny edge 
between self and community, evoking the daunting 
scale of the crises that face us as well as the question 
of what one person can do in the world. Written with 

blistering humor and gentle benevolence, Dinosaurs asks: How can a person be good? In the 
shadow of existential threat, where does hope live? 
 
Compellingly told, emotionally moving, intellectually rich, Dinosaurs is a significant new work by 
an important American novelist. 
 
World English: W.W. Norton (October 2022)    Film/TV: Sony 
Audio: Dreamscape              French: Editions Les Escales 
Dutch: Meulenhoff 
      
Lydia Millet has won awards from PEN Center USA and the American Academy of Arts and Letters, and 
her books have been finalists for the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Award, the National Book Critics 
Circle Award, and the Los Angeles Times Book Prize. She lives outside Tucson, Arizona. 
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Lydia Millet 

Backlist 

World English: W.W. Norton                                                                                                                                                                                       
Catalan: Angle Editorial 
Dutch: Meulenhoff 
Film/TV: Sister Pictures 
Finland: Schildts & Söderströms 
France: Editions Les Escales 
Germany: btb 
Italy: NN Editore 
Japan: Misuzu Shobo 
Polish: Czarna Owca 
Portugal: Bertrand  
Russia: Sindbad 
Spain: Adn/Alianza 
Turkey: Ithaki 

 

World English: W.W. Norton 

Italy: NN Editore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World English: W.W. Norton 
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Mai Nardone 

WELCOME ME TO THE KINGDOM 

ñWelcome Me to the Kingdom is a book I've been waiting for a 
long time. In these intertwined stories of hustlers and ambulance 
drivers, abortionists and Elvis impersonators, expats and hungry 
girls, Mai Nardone transports us to a Thailand as few of us have 
seen it: gritty and lush, spangled and crumbling, aching with grit 
and ecstasy. Luck and want drive these characters across a 
landscape that pulsates with the rawness of life lived under 
unforgiving sun, and Mai Nardone is a writer with an atlas straight 
to the heart. I did not want to put this book down, and neither will 
you.ò -Pam Zhang, author of How Much of These Hills Is Gold 
 

The families and friendships in Nardoneôs debut collection 
of linked stories Welcome Me to The Kingdom pierce 
through myths and tropes to reveal truths about class, 
race, and religious belief at the center of a Thai culture 
buffeted by the economic and cultural headwinds of global 
capitalism. Unified by a central group of characters we 
meet in the late 20th century and follow into the early 21st, 
amidst the aftershocks of the financial collapse of 1997, 
Welcome Me to The Kingdom is as ambitious as it is 
sprawling in scope: Two friends enter a cock-fighting 
tournament with a legendary bird; Elvis impersonators 
compete for their respective legacies; A depressive father 

seeks to revive his family's social standing decades after emigration to Thailand from a China; 
While sex tourism looms over families and relationships as surely as the Buddhist cults overtaking 
the nation. Throughout, methods of deception characters employ to conceal their identityðhiding 
poverty, lack of education, darker skin tone, or pregnancyðall work to illuminate greater truths 
about generational trauma, and the ways self-image may be constructed within a society in flux.  

Welcome Me to The Kingdom showcases Mai Nardone's insightful and compassionate voice, 
and his gift for building worlds which are equally outrageous and engrossing. Welcome Me to 
The Kingdom is truly unique and easily surpasses any previous portrayal of Thailand at the turn 
of the century.  

US/Canada: Random House (February 2023) 
UK & Commonwealth: Atlantic Books 
 
Mai Nardone is a Thai and American writer living in Bangkok. His short stories have appeared in American 
Short Fiction, McSweeney's Quarterly, and Ploughshares, among other places. He has received fellowships 
& scholarships from Bread Loaf, Kundiman, MacDowell, and Tin House.  
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Tom Perrotta 

TRACY FLICK CANôT WIN 

"Even more piercing than its predecessor... With a lyric, 
polyphonic intensity, [Perrotta] poses a question to the class: 
What have we learned?òðThe New York Times 

 
Tracy Flick is back, and once again the iconic 
protagonist of Tom Perrottaôs Electionðand Reese 
Witherspoonôs character from the classic movie 
adaptationðis determined to take high school politics 
by storm. Tracy Flick is a hard-working assistant 
principal at a public high school in suburban New 
Jersey. Still ambitious, but feeling a little stuck and 
under-appreciated in midlife, Tracy gets a jolt of good 
news when the long-time principal, Jack Weede, 
abruptly announces his retirement, creating a rare 
opportunity for Tracy to ascend to the top job.  
 
Energized by the prospect of her long-overdue 
promotion, Tracy throws herself into the new school 
year with renewed zeal, determined to prove her worth 
to the students, faculty, and School Board, while also 
managing her personal lifeða ten-year-old daughter, a 
needy doctor boyfriend, and a burgeoning meditation 
practice. But nothing ever comes easily to Tracy Flick, 
no matter how diligent or qualified she happens to be.  

 
Among her many other responsibilities, Tracy is enlisted to serve on the Selection Committee for 
the brand-new Green Meadow High School Hall of Fame. Her male colleaguesô determination to 
honor Vito Falconeða star quarterback of dubious character who had a brief, undistinguished 
career in the NFLðtriggers bad memories for Tracy and leads her to troubling reflections about 
the trajectory of her own life, and the forces that have left her feeling thwarted and disappointed, 
unable to fulfill her true potential. As she broods on the past, Tracy becomes aware of storm 
clouds brewing in the present. Is she really a shoo-in for the Principal job? Is the Superintendent 
plotting against her? Why is the School Board Presidentôs wife trying so hard to be her friend? 
And why canôt she ever get what she deserves? 
 
In classic Perrotta style, Tracy Flick Canôt Win is a sharp, darkly comic page-turner, and a pitch 
perfect reflection on our current moment. Flick fans and newcomers alike will love this 
compulsively readable novel chronicling the second act of one of the most memorable characters 
of our time. 
 
US/Canada: Scribner (June 2022) 
Spain: Libros del Asteroide 
 
Tom Perrotta is the bestselling author of nine works of fiction, including Election and Little Children, both 
of which were made into critically acclaimed movies, and The Leftovers and Mrs. Fletcher, which were both 

adapted into HBO series. He lives outside Boston.  


