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PICTURE BOOKS
LEE AND LOW

GALAPAGOS GIRL/GLAPAGUENA
by Marsha Diane Arnold; illustrated by Angela Dominguez
Kirkus: “A timely lesson of conservation that will get kids looking at the wildlife around 
them and saying, "We will not forget you. And we will keep you safe."
School Library Journal:  “Readers are presented here with an unsung and worthy heroine. 
Highly recommended for picture book and biography collections.”

Lee & Low * Bilingual English/Spanish throughout *Picture Book, Ages 4 – 8

DREAM CARVER 
By Diana Cohn
• A Smithsonian Notable Children’s Book
• Publishers Weekly: “A fitting tribute to the energy and power of an artist's distinctive 

vision."                                                                                                                     
• School Library Journal: "Shows how imagination can become a compelling force for 

change."
• Kirkus: "Cordova's bright, acrylic illustrations lovingly portray Mateo, his family, his 

village, and the amazing wooden animals, splashed with polka dots and intricate 
designs."

Mateo and his father carve juguetes, small wooden animals sold at the fiestas in 
Oaxaca. But Mateo wants to carve much larger animals-goats as pink as 
bougainvillea with cactus-green speckles, and purple cats with corn-yellow spots. 
When he tells his father how he longs to bring these large animals to life, his 
father scowls…but Mateo perseveres. Including an informative afterword on this 
vibrant Mexican art form, this colorful tale inspires readers of all ages to follow 
their passion.  is the award-winning author of seven children's books, including ¡Si 
Se Puede!/Yes We Can!, Janitor Strike in L.A., The Bee Tree, and Crane Boy, all 
published by Cinco Puntos Press/Lee & Low. Córdova Boone has illustrated 
multiple children's books and written some of her own.
Also available in an English/Spanish edition as Dream Carver/El Tallador De Sueños 

Lee & Low/Cinco Punto Press * August 2023 * 40 pages * Picture Book/ages 5-8

FRESH JUICE
by Robert Liu-Trujillo
What makes a great juice that keeps everyone healthy? Art and his dad discover it takes 
carrots ... collards ... cayenne ... and community! When they discover they're missing a key 
ingredient—ginger - they take a trip to the West African grocery where an unexpected 
encounter brings everyone together and results in a tasty celebration. Robert Liu-Trujillo is 
the author-illustrator of Furqan's First Flat Top and the illustrator of many picture books, 
including Alejandria Fights Back.
Also available in Spanish as JUGO FRESCO

Lee & Low Picture Book, 32 pages, ages 4-8, July 2023

THE CONFETTI KIDS Series: The Talent Show (#11) and A Special 
Goodbye (#12)
by Samantha Thornhill; illustrated by Shirley Ng-Benitez 
★ Kirkus: " An excellent, diverse early-reader series."
★ School Library Journal: "Strong additions for all libraries serving new and 
emerging readers."

Five friends from diverse backgrounds navigate common childhood 
challenges, new experiences, and the world around them in this realistic 
and highly acclaimed early chapter book series. Each of the twelve (12) 
books features three short chapters with a familiar theme: feeling out of 
place, experiencing new things, social interaction, imagination, and 
making new friends. The "window and mirror" stories expand and reflect 
their experiences; detailed illustrations, high-frequency words, and 
repeated phrases support comprehension for emergent readers.
Also available in Spanish as LA MUESTRA DE TALENTOS and UN ADIOS ESPECIAL

Lee & Low Books * March 2023 (for both #11 & #12) * 32 pages (for all) 
* Early Readers * Ages 4 – 7



MIDDLE GRADE

LEE AND LOW

TENACIOUS:  Fifteen Adventures Alongside Disabled Athletes 
by Patty Cisneros Prevo; illustrated by Dion MBD
Meet fifteen remarkable athletes who use adaptive equipment in this beautiful and 
truth-telling picture book: a blind downhill skier, adaptive surfer who shreds waves 
sitting down. A young man who excels at wheelchair motocross—but struggles with 
math. . These competitors have won gold medals, set world records, climbed 
mountain peaks, claimed national championships, and many more extraordinary 
achievements Patty Cisneros Prevo is a, two-time Paralympic gold medalist; her 
manuscript for this book won the 2018 Lee & Low New Voices Award Honor; Dion 
MBD (Dionisius Mehaga Bangun Djayasaputra) is an Indonesian illustrator and 
designer who lives & works between Brooklyn and Bandung. 
Lee & Low Middle Grade Illustrated Nonfiction, 32 pages, ages 8 -12 June 2023

SPECULATION
by Nisi Shawl
★ Kirkus: "Shawl imaginatively blends suspense, humor, and loss in this story that shows how 
the past isn’t so far behind us."

When Winna breaks her glasses, her grandfather gives her an old-timey pair of magic 
spectacles that belonged to her great-aunt Estelle.  Winna wishes she could see 
ghosts . . . and soon meets the real Estelle - and Estelle's mother, Winona, who 
escaped slavery a century ago by running north with her baby, Key. But Key was 
stolen from her under mysterious circumstances, so Estelle and Winona undertake an 
important mission for Winna: Find Key. This middle-grade debut fantasy from Nebula 
nominee Shawl is packed with twists and turns and will leave young readers will 
looking at their own family's roots with new eyes.
Lee & Low/Tu Books * February 2023 * 240 pages *Middle Grade Fiction*ages 8 -12



YOUNG ADULT

LEE AND LOW

THE MOONLIT VINE 
by Elizabeth Santiago; illustrated by McKenzie Mayle
Fourteen-year-old Taína just learned that she is a descendant of a long line of strong 
Taíno women, but will knowing this help her bring peace and justice to her family 
and community? A modern tale with interstitial historical chapters, Santiago bring 
readers a powerful story of the collective struggle, hope, and liberation of Puerto 
Rican and Taíno peoples.
Also available in Spanish as CLARO DE LUNA

Lee & Low/Tu Books Young Adult Fiction* ages 12-18* 384 pages * May 2023



NEW IN PAPERBACKLEE AND LOW

REBEL SEOUL
by Axie Oh
★Booklist: “Equal parts Kdrama (Korean drama) and sci-fi blockbuster, Oh blends futuristic tech, 
authentic Korean culture, and romance in this wholly fresh story that is sure to entice a wide array 
of readers.”
★School Library Journal: “This action-packed sci-fi novel, with deeper explorations of empathy, 
humanity, and the capacity to love, is a great choice for most collections.”
★Foreword Reviews: “A shining example of what young-adult literature should be: an engaging 
story that explores other points of view…never dumbs anything down or sugarcoats difficult 
truths. The intended audience is definitely teens, but everyone can enjoy the blockbuster action 
and heartwarming drama of Oh’s novel.”

Pacific Rim meets Korean action dramas in this mind-blowing, New Visions Award-
winning science fiction debut!
Lee & Low/Tu Books * Young Adult/Crossover Fiction * 400 pages * ages 14+

SELAVI, THAT IS LIFE: A Haitian Story of Hope 
by Youme Landowne
• Kirkus: "Beautiful illustrations using watercolor, photographs, collage, and techniques like 

batik make vivid Sélavi's life... A strong message of caring for the children and for each other 
rings through the kinds of sorrows too many children face in the world."

• Publishers Weekly: "A powerful debut true story of Port-au-Prince's street children.... Youme's 
experience as a community muralist informs every picture--her work emits a streetwise sense 
of lyricism and urgency. The palette darkens with acts of violence, and lightens to reflect 
images of hope."

• School Library Journal: "A realistic view of children whose lives are sometimes disconcerting 
and sometimes hopeful…for community libraries in which children are exploring issues of 
social justice."

• Booklist: Adult writer Edwidge Danticat contributes a powerful essay about her own Haitian 
childhood, her country's proud history, and its desperate upheaval."

• Notable Children's Book, Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC)
• Jane Addams Peace Award Winner, American Library Association (ALA)
• IPPY Award, Independent Publisher Book Award (IPPY)
• Texas Bluebonnet Master list, Texas Library Association (TLA)

Lee & Low/Picture Book Cinco Punto Press *Picture Book* 32 Pages/ages 4 - 8

GOOD FORTUNE IN A WRAPPING CLOTH  
by Joan Schoetler; illustrated by Jessica Lanan
• "Beautifully written, informative, and poetic. Ji-su's hopes and dreams come alive on each 

page. A gorgeous book for readers of any age." -- Margarita Engle,  The Surrender Tree                                                                 
• School Library Journal: "A treasure for libraries serving Korean populations."  
• Academy for Educators: "Above all, this beautifully written and illustrated picture book is a 

universal mother/daughter love tale that erases time and frontiers. A timeless book for the 
family bookshelf and the classroom library."

• Midwest Book Review: "...a beautiful multicultural studies books for children ages 4-8, filled 
with many lovely teaching moments."

• Asian/Pacific American Award for Literature, Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association 
(APALA)

Lee & Low Picture Book, Ages 5 – 8

EVERYTHING BEGINS AND ENDS AT THE KENTUCKY CLUB 
by Benjamin Alire Sáenz
•PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction
•Lambda Literary Award
•Southwest Book Award
•Publishers Weekly: "There's much to enjoy in these gritty, heartfelt stories.”
•Booklist: "Seven excellent stories in prose that is tender, occasionally fierce, and always 
engaging. Read every word of Sáenz’ stories lest you miss some clever twist, some subtle irony, 
some gentle nuance of poetic imagery that he has labored to create."

Lee & Low/Cinco Punto Press * Young Adult/Crossover Fiction * ages 18+



LEE AND LOW

MI FAMILIA CALACA/MY SEKELTON FAMILY: A Mexican Folk Art Family in English 
and Spanish (First Concepts in Mexican Folk Art)
by Cynthia Weill; illustrated by Jesus Canseco Zarate 
•Publishers Weekly: "Oaxacan folk artist Zárate creates papier-mâché sculptures of Day of the 
Dead–style skeletons that grin widely as a young skeleton named Anita introduces her 
family…Zárate’s sculptures exude personality."
•Kirkus: "Though they are skeletons, this family couldn’t be friendlier … The details traditional 
Oaxacan artist Canseco Zárate includes charm as fully as Weill’s crunchy vocabulary … They 
may be dead, but their affection is palpable. Just right for the Day of the Dead or for a fresh 
take on family structures—tan lindo!" 
•School Library Journal: "The photographed Oaxacan folk-art figures will make readers smile as 
each one has a fixed grin, as one would expect from a well-dressed skeleton … This book would 
be a welcome and culturally relevant addition to beginning-reader collections."

Lee & Low/Cinco Punto Press * Picture Book/ages 4 – 8 



PICTURE BOOKS

LEVINE QUERIDO

DESERT QUEEN
by Joyti Rajan Gopal; illustrated by Svabhu Kohli 
A picture book biography about life of Rajasthani drag performer Queen Harish, 
known as the Whirling Desert Queen of Rajasthan. Harish defied the gender 
conventions of middle-class Indian life, battled discrimination and intimidation, and 
eventually grew up to dance with Bollywood movie stars and on stages across the 
world. Gopal is the author of American Desi and My Paati's Saris.
Levine Querido * Nonfiction Picture Book/ages 4 – 8 * 50 pages * October 2023

WAYS TO PLAY
by Lynn Miller Lachman; illustrated by Gabriel Alborozo
Based on experiences that Lachman had growing up as an Autistic 
child, an empowering validation of the value of individual expression (and a 
whole lot of fun!). Riley has plenty of ways to play; bossy cousin Emma thinks 
those ways are wrong, wrong, and wrong. Fortunately, Charlie the dog is on hand 
to help with a breakthrough demonstration that there are MANY ways to play; 
and all of them are right. Illustrated with the humor, tenderness and 
understanding that only artist Alborozo, himself an Autistic creator, could 
bring. Lachmann‘s books include Gringolandia, Rogue, Torch, and She Persisted: 
Temple Grandin.
Levine Querido * Picture Book/40 ages 4 – 7 * August 2023

(offered for English language rights only)



MIDDLE GRADE

LEVINE QUERIDO

GOLEMCRAFTERS
by Emi Watanabe Cohen
Faye is mocked at school for her bi-racial heritage, and at home by her competitive 
family. Luckily, her brother Shiloh who speaks extra so she doesn’t have to; they 
even have a private made-up Japanese/Hebrew language and a thousand inside 
jokes. But when Jewish relatives arrive and announce it’s time the children learn the 
secret family magic of Golem Crafting, Faye finds her groove. But will her gift for 
this make her feel whole and heal the bitter rifts in the family? Emi Watanabe Cohen 
is the author of Levine Querido’s The Lost Ryu, new in paperback this season.
Levine Querido * Middle Grade Fiction/ages 8 – 12 * 240 pages * November 2023

THE DUBIOUS PRANKS OF SHAINDY GOODMAN
by Mari Lowe
Shaindy is a twelve-year-old Orthodox Jewish girl who struggles in school, has no good 
friends, and is envious of her next-door neighbor, Gayil, who seems perfect. Shaindy is 
shocked when Gayil enlists Shaindy in harmless prank in their classroom. But mischief 
becomes malice targeted only at certain girls. Shaindy comes to fear Gayil’s fury but 
realizes that if she can’t figure out how to stop it, the next target could be her. Lowe is 
the author of Levine Querido’s acclaimed Aviva and the Dybbuk.
Also available from Levine Querido by Mari Lowe: Aviva and the Dybbuk 

Levine Querido * Middle Grade Fiction/ages 8 -12 * 176 pages * October 2023

rights licensed:
Recorded Books; 

Junior Library 
Guild

SALSA MAGIC
by Letisha Marrero
Thirteen-year-old Maya Beatriz Montenegro Calderon’s world is turned upside down 
when her estranged great aunt from Puerto Rico, rumored to be a witch, becomes 
Mami’s mentor, teaching the girl the ancient and forbidden Yoruban healing practice -
known as santeria. Marrero is a culture critic and entertainment journalist, she has 
written for Latina magazine, The Source, Vibe, NBC, Nickelodeon, and more.
Levine Querido * Middle Grade Fiction/ages 8 -12 * 272 pages * August 2023



YOUNG ADULT

LEVINE QUERIDO

FIRE FROM THE SKY
by Moa Backe Åstot; translated by Eva Apelqvist
Ánte’s life is steeped in Sami tradition; it is indisputable to him that he will carry on 
working with the reindeer. But feelings for his best friend Erik have changed - what 
would people say if they knew? How can he ignore it? How does Erik feel? A sharp and 
intelligent debut about heritage, family ties and age-old commitments to the past - but 
also about expectations, compassion, feelings that course through your body like 
electricity. The Sámi are an Indigenous people in Sweden who have 
faced generations of institutional oppression. This spectacular debut is from 23 year-old 
Åstot, an indigenous Sami, a reindeer owner, and an award-winning short story author. 
Levine Querido * Young Adult Fiction/ages 12-18 * 208 pages * August 2023

THE GIRL, THE RING, AND THE BASEBALL BAT 
by Camille Gomera-Tavarez
Rosie: Capricorn. Wants to get into the prestigious Innovation Technical Institute and 
kiss this awful school goodbye. Talisman: a magical jacket from her mother’s past that 
gets people to do whatever she says. Caro: Taurus. Rosie’s older sister. Always been 
closer to their estranged father until her father’s second wedding shatters any illusion 
she’s ever had about her parents. Talisman: a baseball bat that fixes whatever it 
breaks. Zeke: Certified Triple Pisces. Crushes on everyone hoping to find happiness in 
love and maybe a way out of depression. Talisman: a manifestation stone that will 
make anyone fall in love with him. Gomera-Tavarez is the author of the massively 
acclaimed High Spirits.
Also available from Levine Querido by Camille Gomera-Tavarez: High Spirits

Levine Querido * Young Adult Fiction/ages 12-18 * 256 pages * October 2023

rights licensed:
Recorded Books; 

Paperback/Scholastic’s 
Education Channel 

HOW DO I DRAW THESE MEMORIES 
by Jonell Joshua
A remarkable debut graphic novel memoir about nostalgia, faith, the preciousness of 
life, and unconditional love. Jonell Joshua with her grandparents when mother, 
struggling with mental illness, could not take care of her and her brothers. Together, 
the family found a way to keep going even in the darkest of times. Jonelle’s 
devastatingly brilliant writer/artist pen plumbs the depths of what family can be, and 
how joy and hope can be found in the most ordinary and extraordinary moments.
Levine Querido * Young Adult Fiction/ages 12-18 * 272 pages * November 2023

THE PRINCE AND THE COYOTE / EL PRICIPE Y EL COYOTE - PUT IN NEW TITLES
by David Bowles; illustrated by Amanda Mijangos
From Pura Belpré honoree David Bowles comes an historical epic sent in 1418 Pre-
Columbian Mexico Young Adult epic about one of the greatest minds of the Americas -
honored to this day on Mexico's 100-peso bill. Acolmiztli, the teenage crown prince of 
Tetzcoco, survived the fall of his city and the slaughter of his family. After years in 
wilderness exile, with a coyote as his guide, Acolmitzli became Nezahualcoyotl (“Neza” 
for short), reclaimed his kingdom, and was instrumental in founding what we now know 
as the Aztec Empire. Bowles blends prose and poetry – including translations of surviving 
poems by Nezahualcoytl himself (translated from classical Nahuatl by the author). As pre-
Columbian understandings of gender defy the contemporary Western gender binary, 
queer love stories abound. David Bowles is the author of several award-winning titles, 
most notably Ancient Night, They Call Me Guero and My Two Border Towns.
Also available from Levine Querido by David Bowles: Ancient Night/Noche Antigua

Levine Querido/Ediciones Levine Querido * Young Adult Fiction * ages 12-18 * 336 
pages * September 2023

rights licensed:
Recorded Books; Junior 

Library Guild



LEVINE QUERIDO

THE FREE PEOPLE’S VILLAGE
by Sim Kern (YA Science Fiction, ages 12-up, 384 pages, August 2023)
It’s like “Almost Famous,” except it follows a queer punk band in an alternate 
timeline where Green infrastructure projects have transformed wealthy suburbs into 
lush paradises and the Bureau of Carbon Regulation levies a carbon tax on every 
financial transaction. English teacher by day, guitarist for the queer punk band 
Bunny Bloodlust in her off time, Maddie Ryan lives in Houston’s Eighth Ward, 
scheduled for demolition to create a new electromagnetic hyperway out to the 
wealthy, white suburbs. She joins “Save the Eighth,” a Black-led organizing 
movement fighting for their neighborhood, dreaming of a queer, liberated future 
with her love, Red. When police respond to Save the Eighth protests with violence 
and the occupation movement spreads, Maddie must decide if she’s willing to 
sacrifice everything in pursuit of justice. Kern is a white, Jewish, trans Texan and the 
author of Depart, Depart! Which received a starred PW review and was an Honor list 
book for the Otherwise Award.
Levine Querido * Young Adult Science Fiction/ages 12-up * 384 pages * August 
2023

THE BOY FROM CLEARWATER
by Yu Pei-Yun, Zhou Jian-Xin, Lin King
This Young Adult graphic memoirs was translated from Taiwanese, Japanese, 
and Chinese and details the story of Tsai Kun-Lin, a political victim of the White 
Terror, as he lived through the occupation of present-day Taiwan and was 
sentenced to jail for attending a high school book club. Highly recommended 
for fans of Persepolis! Yu Pei-yun teaches at the Graduate Institute of 
Children's Literature at National Taitung University and is devoted to the 
studies of Children's Literature and Culture.
Levine Querido * Young Adult Fiction/ages 12-18 * 352 pages * September 2023

THE QUEER GIRL IS GOING TO BE OKAY
by Dale Walls
Queer love is something Dawn wants desperately, but does not have. But maybe, if she 
can capture it, film it, interview the people who have it, queer love will be hers 
someday. At least she'll have made a documentary that might win her a scholarship to 
film school. Many obstacles stand in the way of completing her film, but her best 
friends Edie and Georgia are there to help, no matter what it takes. This debut about 
queer friendship and girlhood, set in the vibrant city of Houston, will make you laugh 
and cry, and believe that eventually, everything will be okay.
Levine Querido * Young Adult LGBTQ+ Fiction/ages 12-18 * 288 pages * November 
2023

BROOMS
by Jasmine Walls
A queer, witchy Fast and the Furious set in 1930s Mississippi, where magic is permitted 
only in certain circumstances, and only by certain people. Unsanctioned broom racing is 
banned. But there’s a black market for those who need the money or the thrills can find 
what they need: Billie Mae, captain of the Night Storms racing team, and her best friend 
Loretta, are determined to make enough money to move someplace where Black folks 
are legally entitled to use magic and compete in national races. Cheng-Kwan is trying to 
be the perfect “son” to her parents while being true to herself while racing. Mattie and 
Emma – who are Choctaw and Black -- dodge government officials who want to remove 
them and their special powers to a “special” boarding school. And Luella, whose 
government protest left her stripped of power but deeply in love with Billie Mae. Walls’ 
comics have been published by Mad Cave Studios, Boom!, and PRH.
Levine Querido * Young Adult Graphic Novel/ages 12-18 * 224 pages * October 2023



NEW IN PAPERBACK
LEVINE QUERIDO

THE LOST RYU
by Emi Watanabe Cohen
•★ SHELF AWARENESS: “A thought-provoking, magical middle-grade journey that explores 
sacrifices, faith in allies and the resilient hopefulness of a child. A boy, his new friend and their 
dragons travel across Japan in search of a giant dragon they believe may heal his grandfather in 
this hopeful and stirring middle-grade debut.”
•SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL: “A spellbinding mix of fantasy and alternate history that explores 
themes of generational trauma, resilience, and family love. Recommended.”
•KIRKUS: “A beautiful—though complex—exploration of generational trauma.”
•HORN BOOK: “Cohen interweaves Japanese dragon imagery, history, and post-war culture in a 
story that muses on the legacies of emotion and family experiences in shaping identity after war. 
She blends her fantastical imagery with historical fact and realism, bringing readers commentary 
and questions on cultural identity, racism, friendship, and political activism.”

Levine Querido/Lantern Paperbacks * Middle Grade Fiction ages 9 - 12 * October 
2023 * 208 pages

rights licensed:
Recorded Books; British 

(ANZ)/Allen & Unwin

HIGH SPIRITS
by Camille Gomera-Tavarez
• Pura Belpré Honor Book                                                                                                       
• Publishers Weekly Flying Start                                                                                               
• BEST OF THE YEAR: Chicago Review Books ·                                                                                                                            
• BEST OF THE YEAR: Kirkus 
• BEST OF THE YEAR: Los Angeles Public Library 
• ★ KIRKUS: “Authentic and immersive…A labor of love imbued with dedication to family.”  
• ★ BOOKLIST: “Deeply personal and relatable. Steeped in nostalgia and harsh but fierce 

love, this is a memorable family saga in its own right.”                                                                     
• ★PUBLISHERS WEEKLY: “Full of vivid and poetic imagery… settings worthy of drinking in, 

and thematic material ripe for contemplation about identity, intergenerational memory, 
and patriarchy and toxic masculinity, Gomera-Tavarez’s soulfully crafted debut is a 
sensitive, intrinsically feminist work.”                                                                                     

• DOMINICAN WERTERS ASSOCIATION: “A magical and unflinching look at the Dominican 
Diaspora”

• SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL: “A breath of fresh, saltwater air, Memory pervades the 
collection with all the vicissitudes of global identity-making, including interminable waits 
on visas. Expect both realism with full phrases of authentic Dominican Spanish, and full-
force magic realism with the past ever-present. The last story ties the collection together 
with La Doña Belen’s recounting of family history, with just a hint of sweet fiction. A must-
buy for libraries serving older teens.”

Levine Querido/Lantern Paperbacks * Young Adult Fiction/ages 12-18 * 224 pages 
* September 2023

rights licensed:
Recorded Books; 

Paperback/Scholastic’s 
Education Channel 

OSCAR FROM ELSEWERE
by Jaclyn Moriarty
• Amazon Best of the Year
• Audiofile Earphones Award Winner                                                                                             
• ★ SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL:  “A delightfully quirky story with nuance, depth, and a colorful 

cast of characters, this book begs for multiple readings.”                                                                   
• ★ BOOKLIST:  “Like a middle-grade version of Terry Pratchett’s Discworld—fantasy adventure 

steeped in humor, with a touch of satire, and set in a whimsical secondary world of the highest 
order.”                                       

• SYDNEY MORNING HERALD: “Beautifully presented” 
• KIRKUS: “Splendidly entertaining.”
• PUBLISHERS WEEKLY: “The tale crescendos to an uplifting close that promotes honesty, bravery, 

and self-confidence.”

Levine Querido/Lantern Paperbacks * Middle Grade Fiction/ages 10–14 * 400 pages * 

August 2023  

rights licensed:
Recorded Books; Junior 

Library Guild



LEVINE QUERIDO

EVERYTHING SAD IS UNTRUE (a true story)
by Daniel Nayeri
•Winner: Michael L. Printz Award
•Winner: Christopher Award
•Winner: Middle East Book Award
•Walter Award Honor
•National Bestseller
•NPR Best of the Year
•New York Times Best of the Year
•Amazon Best of the Year
•Booklist Editors’ Choice
•BookPage Best of the Year
•Publishers Weekly Best of the Year
•Wall Street Journal Best of the Year
•Today.com Best of the Year
•NECBA Windows & Mirrors Selection
•★ KIRKUS: “A modern epic.”
•★ PUBLISHERS WEEKLY: “A rare treasure of a book.”
•★ THE BULLETIN: “A story that soars.”
•★ SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL: “At once beautiful and painful.”
•★ BOOKLIST: “Raises the literary bar in children’s lit.”
•★ FOREWORD: “Poignant and powerful.” 
•★ BookPage: “One of the most extraordinary books of the year.”
•NEW YORK TIMES: “A modern masterpiece.”
•WALL STREET JOURNAL: “Supple, sparkling and original.”
•TODAY.COM: “Mesmerizing.”
•BookPage: “This book could change the world.”
•Linda Sue Park: “Like nothing else you've read or ever will read.”
•NPR: “It hooks you right from the opening line.”

Levine Querido/Lantern Paperbacks * Middle Grade Fiction * Ages 10-12 * 386 

pages * July 2023

rights licensed:
Recorded Books; 

Junior Library Guild; 
Dutch/De Geus ; Large 
Print/Thorndike; Book 

Fair/Scholastic

http://today.com/


NEW IN SPANISH
LEVINE QUERIDO

ELATSOE     (NEW IN PAPERBACK & SPANISH)
by Darcie Little Badger 
• Locus Award Winner—Best First Novel
• A National Indie Bestseller
• Nebula Award Finalist
• Lodestar Award Finalist
• Ignyte Award Finalist
• TIME’s Best 100 Fantasy Books of All Time
• NPR Best of the Year
• Booklist’s Top 10 First Novels for Youth
• A BookPage Best of the Year
• Chicago Public Library "Best of the Best"
• PNBA Bestseller
• Publishers Weekly Best of the Year
• Buzzfeed's Best YA SFF of the Year
• Shelf-Awareness Best of the Year
• AICL Best YA of the Year
• NECBA Windows & Mirrors Selection

Levine Querido/Lantern Paperbacks * Young Adult Fiction/ages 12-18 * 

November 2023 * 368 pages    

rights licensed:
Recorded Books; Junior Library Guild; 

Book Fair/Scholastic; Brazilian/Editorial 
nacional; Catalan/Raig Verd Editorial+Rayo 

Verde Editorial; Chinese-Simplex/CITIC 
Press Corporation; Italian/Salani; 

Korean/Book21 Publishing Group; Large 
Print/Thorndike; Spanish/Duomo 

Ediciones via Balcells; Turkish/Ithaki

LA FORMACION DE YOLANDA LA BRUJA (The Making of Yolanda La Bruja - Spanish 
Edition)
by Lorraine Avila; translated by Mechi Annaís Estévez Cruz
★ KIRKUS: “Unabashedly political…A remarkable, beautifully rendered debut.”

Ediciones Levine Querido * Young Adult Fiction/ages 12-18 * October 2023 * 384 pages

rights licensed:
Recorded Books

LO QUE LE CONTO EL JAGUAR (What the Jaguar Told Her Spanish Edition)
by Alexandra V. Méndez; translated by Ariadna Molinari
•★ KIRKUS: “The novel explores themes of identity, friendship, crushes, loss, and looking for answers to 
life’s toughest questions in sumptuous detail. A coming-of-age story with parallels to Judy Blume’s 
classic Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret.”
•HORN BOOK: “The third-person narration flows naturally, sticking closely to the authentic point of view 
of a middle-school girl as she faces the challenges of growing up during a turbulent time. The novel is 
deepened through Méndez’s characterization of Jade’s family as rich in cultural traditions and strong 
relationships and by the presence of magical elements and stories of the Mexica and other Indigenous 
cultures.”
•SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL: “With lush language and excellent structure, this novel captures the beauty 
of family, stories, changes—many magical—that come with growing up…This debut novel of magical 
realism presents an exquisite exploration of Mexican storytelling and a girl’s coming-of-age as she learns 
to trust herself and find her way through her family’s history.”
•BOOKLIST: “A reminder to hold the stories of family and culture near and dear to our hearts before they 
are lost to the world. The magic realism and tie-in to Latino folklore create a wonderful coming-of-age 
story about a girl who’s exploring who she is while discovering the power of stories through art.”

Ediciones Levine Querido * Middle Grade Fiction/ages 10-14 * 432 pages * September 2023

rights licensed:
Recorded Books



LEVINE QUERIDO

BLABLABLA (Gibberish Spanish Edition)
by Young Vo; translated by Gabriella Aldeman
•Charlotte Huck Recommended Book
•Common Sense Media Selection
•Best of the Year: Kirkus
•Best of the Year: Parents
•Best of the Year: Chicago Public Library
•Best of the Year: Washington Post
•Best of the Year: Evanston Public Library
•Best of the Year: Los Angeles Public Library
•★KIRKUS: “The execution is stellar, creating a viscerally uncomfortable experience while also 
infusing the narrative with humor throughout. A visually and emotionally immersive immigration 
story.”
•★ SCHOOL LIBRARY CONNECTION: “A delightful first day of school story. Beginning readers will 
love this book as the illustrations say it all. Vo precisely captures the emotions of a child starting 
school in a new place.”
•★ BOOKLIST: “This picture book brilliantly conveys how terrifying and confusing it can be to adapt 
to a strange country and how much even one act of kindness can help. This is a story that will give 
hope to kids dealing with a new country and could inspire others to reach out to struggling 
immigrant children.”
•THE NEW YORK TIMES: “Masterly. A tender reflection of what it feels like, after being socially on 
the outside, when linguistic connections spark and fizz, and one’s first few words (‘tree,’ ‘boat,’ 
‘book’) suddenly multiply to equal ‘home.’”
•SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL: “Vo’s heartwarming immigration story is beautifully told, with 
multimedia illustrations that shine on each spread. This uplifting story is a welcome addition to any 
collection.”
•THE BULLETIN: “Artwork, though, fills in much of the emotional experience from Dat’s side of the 
language divide. He ideates the gibberish-spewing school community as black and white cartoon 
characters that stylistically recall George Herriman’s language-challenged Krazy Kat.”
•SHELF AWARENESS: “The ingenuity and playfulness of the art, as well as the book's overarching 
message, make this title a must for any child's library.”

Ediciones Levine Querido * Picture Book/ages 4-2 * 40 pages * August 2023



PICTURE BOOKS

TILBURY HOUSE

THE THING TO REMEMBER ABOUT STARGAZING
by Mat Forrest Esenwine; illustrated by Sonia Possentini
There is only one rule of stargazing: just do it – with a friend, with family alone, on a 
moonless night, by the light of a full moon, at the beach, in the grass, on a snowy hill. 
Polar bears, whales, and other animals do it too as the glorious illustrations will show 
the littlest readers. Constellation illustrations and backmatter provide educational 
content. Esenwine is the author of numerous picture books including Flashlight 
Night (Kirkus starred review) and Once Upon Another Time (Booklist starred review). 
Possentini has illustrated 13 award-winning picture books including Lion Lights and Hold 
on To Your Music.
Tilbury House * October 2023 * 32 pages * Picture Book/ages 5-8

A NEW DAY FOR UMELL THE GRAY
by Nathanial Jenks; illustrated by Rebecca Evans
One gray morning a mysterious girl names Purple appears in William's gray yard. 
Bit by bit the gray world comes to life for him and the illustration palette evolves 
from gray to multi-hued. This is Jenks’ first children’s book; Evans has illustrated 
many bestselling picture books including Finding the Speed of Light (Kirkus starred 
review); and Alone Like Me (Kirkus starred review).
Tilbury House * May 2023 * 32 pages * Picture Book/ages 5 – 8

GREAT BANNED-BOOKS BAKE SALE
by Aya Khalil; illustrated by Anait Semirdzhyan
Kanzi, the immigrant girl in The Arabic Quilt, has come to feel welcome in her American 
school—until When an entire shelf of books about immigrant kids and kids of color 
disappears from the school library because they have been banned by her school 
district, Kanzi, the immigrant girl in The Arabic Quilt, her classmates, and their 
teacher have a bake sale and use the proceeds to buy diverse books to donate to 
libraries. The event is a big success, the local TV station covers it, and the ban is 
reversed. The Arabic Quilt was briefly banned from the Pennsylvania school system, and 
backmatter also includes a recipe for baklawa, the Egyptian pastry that Kanzi prepares 
for the bake sale.
Also available from Tilbury House by Aya Khalil: The Arabic Quilt

Tilbury House * August 2023 * 32 pages * Picture Book/Ages 6-8

rights licensed:
Audio/

Dreamscape

SEW SISTER: The Untold Story of Jean Wright and NASA’S Seamstresses 
by Elise 

Matich 

“It is fitting that the greatest feats of human exploration should be grounded in the humblest of our 
domestic arts.” – Elise Matich

The white material on the outside of space shuttles is not meal or glass but 
actually… fabric ? and Jean Wright was one of the eighteen “Sew Sisters” who crafted 
these thermal blankets by hand with incredible precision and skill. Jean is a heroine in the 
context of space exploration: she doesn’t go to college or excel at math; instead, it is her 
excellence in a trade – one traditional practiced by women – that allows her to achieve her 
dream. This is the first in a series of picture book biographies by Matich that exploring 
figures overlooked or overshadowed in their fields.

Tilbury House * September 2023 * 36 pages * Nonfiction Picture Book/Ages 6-10



TILBURY HOUSE

THE MUSROOM MAN – 30th Anniversary Edition
by Ethel Pochocki; illustrated by Barry Moser
“In beautifully written prose, Pochocki relates the story of an elderly man who is content 
with his life but still rather lonely. This is a sweet quite troy with a special message.” –
School Library Journal

This 30th Anniversary Edition celebrates this story of a true and generous 
friendship between a man and a mole. This book breaks ever rule of picture-
book storytelling and has endured to become a true and classic gem about the 
essence of true friendship. Pochocki ‘s award-winning picture books include The 
Gazebo, Rosebud and Red Flannel, and Penny for a Hundred. Moser, has 
illustrated and designed more than 300 books.
Tilbury House * September 2023 * 36 pages * Picture Book/ages 5-8

NEW IN PAPERBACK 

BIG LIES                                                                                                                     
by Mark Kurlansky; illustrated by Erik Zelz
•Shows how and why disinformation, conspiracy theories, and propaganda are generated. 
Young adults – the future stewards of democracy – are being flooded with disinformation in 
greater volume than ever before.
•★ Kirkus: “A book about public lies, the kind that can destabilize the world. Impassioned, 
thorough and brilliant, Kurlansky describes the struggle for truth that keeps the world from 
descending into chaos.”
•★ Publishers Weekly: Kurlansky breaks down the ‘big lies” that permeate global history and 
encourages readers to think critically citing that a “lack of caring what is true or false is the 
undoing of democracy.”

Tilbury House *320 pages * Young Adult Nonfiction/ages 13 – 18                          rights licensed:
Japanese/Asunaro Shobo; 

Korean/Lime Co., Ltd.



PICTURE BOOKS

ULYSSES PRESS/BLOOM BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS

SAM THE SLOTH AND THE POOP THAT WOULDN’T COME
by Editors of Ulysses Press
Help kids learn to have patience as they toilet-train and deal with constipation with this 
delightful story about Sam the Sloth who finds fun ways to take a little one’s mind off 
the business that needs doing. Sam the Sloth LOVES to eat but does NOT like to poop so 
using the toilet makes him anxious. Sam’s mom sits patiently with her little slot, playing 
different bathroom games and activities which little ones can imitate while waiting for 
the main event (-;
Ulysses/Bloom Books for Young Readers * September 2223 * 20 pages * Picture 
Book/ages 2-4 

YES MEANS YES:  A Kid’s Book About Consent, Boundaries, and Listening to 
Your Body                                                                                                                    

by Elaine Tai; illustrated by Kai Kwong    
Teach kids the concepts of consent, body boundaries, and personal space in this 
full-color picture book, perfect for parents and young readers. Kids will learn 
empathy and understanding, as well as how to give voice to their own feelings. 
Various "everyday" scenarios include the desire to touch someone’s hair, play 
that can frustrate or hurt someone, and how someone might feel uncomfortable 
being touched or approached - and parents can use the scenes as a foundation 
for further conversation.                                                                                                    
Ulysses/Bloom Books for Young Readers * June 2023, Picture Book, 32 
pages/ages 4-8 



MIDDLE GRADE

ULYSSES PRESS/BLOOM BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS

101 SILLY CHRISTMAS JOKES FOR KIDS
by Editors of Ulysses Press                                                                                                  
Joke books are hot, joke books sell, and joke books make the perfect gag gift or 
Christmas stocking stuffer! This little book is packed with hilarious, clean and silly 

jokes, knock-knocks and gut-busters that kids will love to read, share, and tell.     
Ulysses/Bloom Books for Young Readers * September 2023 * 112 pages * Juvenile 
Humor/ages 4 – 12 

THE LITTLE BOOK OF PLASTIC LACE CRAFTS:  A Step-by-Step Guide to Making 
Lanyards, Key Chains, Bracelets, and other Crafts with Boondoggle Scoubidou, 
Gimp, and Plastic Lace                                  
by Yonatan Setbon 
Keep kids entertained without screens by using this handy DIY guide packed with 
step-by-step instructions for creating lanyards, key chains, bracelets, and other 
crafts with plastic lace. The book features full-color diagrams and easy-to-follow 
text. It can be used at any proficiency level, starting off with basic stitching 
techniques before moving on to more advanced methods. For over eight years, 
Yonatan Setbon has maintained a YouTube channel dedicated to lanyards.
Ulysses Press * May 2023 * 32 pages * Juvenile Nonfiction/ages 5 – 11 

Also available from Ulysses Press: 

DRAWING SPOOKY CHIBI:  Learn How to Draw Kawaii Vampires, Zombies, Ghosts, 
Skeletons, Monsters, and Other Cute, Creepy, and Gothic Creatures                                                            
by Tessa Creative Art
Learn to draw a variety of anime- and manga-style chibi monsters, including vampires, 
zombies, ghosts, and other cute and scary monsters! Easy-to-follow instructions, tips, 
and handy practice pages, this latest installment in the Drawing Chibi series will have 
kids drawing all kinds of creepy creatures and malicious monsters, including Black Cats, 
Scary Dolls, Witches and Wizards, Killer Clowns, Frankenstein’s Monster, Cthulhu, and 
many more. Tessa Creative Art is an anime and manga illustration and design studio 
located in Canada. 
Also available from Ulysses Press by Tessa Creative Art: Drawing Fantasy Chibi  

Ulysses Press * June 2023 * 128 pages, Middle Grade Nonfiction/ages 9+

rights licensed:
Russian/Eksmo



YOUNG ADULT

ULYSSES PRESS/BLOOM BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS

THE TEEN ANXIETY GUIDBOOK:  Improve Self-Esteem, Discover New Coping Skills, 
and Relieve Social Anxiety, Worry, and Panic Attacks                                                                         
by Jon Patrick Hatcher & Thomas McDonagh 
Friendships, family, relationships, sex, school, extracurriculars, expectations, and 
SOCIAL MEDIA are a lot of work. From mindfulness meditation to diaphragmatic 
breathing, the exercises here will help redirect negative thought and behavioral 
patterns: Identify common anxiety triggers * Learn essential coping skills to prevent 
anxiety attacks *Redirect risky behavior, including substance abuse and self-harm * 
Understand the options of therapy and medication * Overcome the spike-and-relapse 
cycle Behavioral therapy expert Hatcher is the coauthor of 101 Ways to Conquer Teen 
Anxiety, Anxiety Hacks for an Uncertain World, and prolific contributor to health 
platforms and publications including Good Housekeeping, Prevention, Success, 
Reader’s Digest, and Health Magazine. McDonagh is coauthor of 101 Ways to 
Conquer Teen Anxiety and operates a California-based group therapy practice.  
Also available from Ulysses Press: 101 WAYS TO CONQUER TEEN ANXIETY  

Ulysses/Bloom Books for Young Readers * July 2023, Young Adult Nonfiction *Ages 
14-17 * 256 pages rights licensed:

Russian/Mann-Ivanov-
Ferber(MIF)
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